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CHAP. LVI. 

Honours done to fome great men. 

NOTHING is fo common in the mouths 
of the vulgar as dctradion ; no a£Uon 
can be fo well pcrform'd, but if they 
cannot totally deface it, they will be fure to fully 
it by invented calunmies and fufpicions ; honour 
h fo fickle and fleeting, that after all the care, 
hazards and pains to procure its &vour, 'tis very 
fhort-lived ; and if once lofl, never to be re- 
deemed. 'Tis feldom granted while men are in 
a capacity to receive it ; but fome we find are 
excepted from the general rule, and have en- 
joyed it both living and dead. As for example, 

Cartzfchugai Chan was fent by the king of 
Perfia with a fmall army againfl a numerous 
force of the Turks, that had laid fiege to BSig- 
dat, whom he fatigued with continual fkirmifhes 
for the fpace of half a year together, and at 
length totally defeated them, and faved the city. 
The notice whereof coming to Shach Al»s 
king of Periia, who had thrown himfelf into the 
city, he went out to meet Cartzfchugai Chan^ 
and approaching near him, difmounted, faying, 

* My dear Aga, by thy valour and conduft, 

* thou haft given me a victory fo great, that if 
' heaven had put me to my choice, I would not 

Vot. n. B * hayc 



2 Honours done to fome great men. 

* have asked one more confiderable ; come, 
i- mount my horfe, 'tis fit I ihould acknowledge 
**"it by attending thee on foot.' Cartzfchugai 
furprized and aftonifh'd at this unwonted ho- 
nour, begged the Sophi on his knees to be ex- 
cufed, and that he would regard him only as his 
Have, that had dpttc^o thing but his duty; but 
all his intreati^ fignified nothing, be was forced 
to mount, aj^d the king and dl his noble rcti* 
nue followed him on foot. Olear. Trav. 

A curious and rich cabinet, beautified with 
gold, and adom'd with pearls and diamonds^ 
which fometitnc belonged to Darius king of Per- 
fia, but after his defeat, falling into the hands of 
Alexander the Great, his friends about him 
ihewed many ufes that fptc^r^iicl casket might be 
put to, but none it ieems hit his opinion, who 
faid, ' It (hould be a cafe for Homer's works, 
^ for too much care and coft could not be em- 
• ployed in prcferving them.* He alfo, when 
the city of Thebes was to be plundered, gave 
pofitive orders, that the houfe of Pindar> the fii^ 
mous poet, nor any of his fkmily or relations 
(hould be molefled. In memory of his tutor 
Ariftotlc, he caufed the town where he was bom 
to be rebuilt in a fumptuous manner. And one 
day feeing a man approach him with joy in his 
face, as the mefTenger of glad tidings, « What, 

< fays he, makes thee have fo pleafant an afpeft, 

< haft thou brou^t me intelligence that Homer 
« is alive again ?* Lipf^ Monit. 

That celebrated warricfr Timoleon of Corinth, 
having fubdued the tyranny of Dionyfius in Si- 
cily, and reftored S)rracufe to their juft liberties, 
that dty} to exprefs their gratitude, at bis death 

decreed 



Honours done to fome great men. 3 

decreed him everlafline honours, and built his 
tomb in the Forum. SabtL Ex. 

Aratiis, by his valour having deliver'd the S7- 
cionians from a fevere oppreilion and tyranny, to 
the enjoyment of their liberties and privileges 1 
tho' he lived out of the Sydonian territories* 
they attended his corps crowned to their city, 
finging his commendations, built him a ftately 
tomb, calling it by his name, and annually ce- 
lebrate the day of his nativity with folemn facri- 
fices and paftimes. And if any of the relations 
of Aratus were prefent at this yearly commemo* 
ration, they obliged them to take the moft ho« 
nourable place in that aflcmbly. Fulgos. 

Plato returning from Sicily, and paiEng thro* 
Olympias, tho* all the people were at the cele- 
bration of their phys, which they were more 
than ordinarily fond of; yet as foon as they had 
notice of hb approaching near, they forfook their 
fports, which (confidering their vanity) was a 
wonder, and all run to meet him, looking upon 
him With refpeA and adoration, as a pcrfon more 
tlian human, that tlic Gods had font from hea- 
ven as a bleffing upon mankind. Ibid. 

Conftantlne the Cireat, emperor of Rome and 
Conftantinople, dying in Nicomedia, his life- 
guard rent their cloaths, lay upon the ground, 
and omitted no pa/fion that might exprcis an in- 
fupportable forrow* His prcfc£b, captains, and 
the reft of the foldiers, rather furpaflcd than imi- 
tated their grief, crying out, that death iiad de- 
prived them of their proteitor and father. I'hc 
citizens run about the ftrects like fo many pcr- 
fons that had loft their fcnfcs. Others huug 
down their heads in perfcA filcnce^ declaring by 
B 2 ^i\<i 



4 Honours done to fome great men, 

the pofhire of mutes, that their forrow was in- 
cxpreffible, and all declared, that by tliat fatal 
ftroke they had loft all the comforts of human 
life. At Rome the fenate and populace obferv'd 
no meafure in their grief; they fliut up their 
baths, disfrcquented the plays and markets, and 
prohibited all figns of joy and felicity. Having 
pronounced him a happy monarch for dying in 
fo great glory, they caufed him to be painted 
above the celeftial orbs, in the fociety ef bleffed 
fouls, and fent an embafly to his fon Conftantius 
to fend them the corps of his deceafed father, 
which would add the greateft honour to the city 
of Rome, that the remains of fo illuftrious a 
prince was interred among them. Truing. Thent* ' 
Erafmus, of Rotterdam in Holland, an inge- 
nious, learned and good man, was hohour'd by 
moft of the great and learned men of his age, 
who thought themfqlves happy in having the ho- 
nour of his acqaintance. Making a panegyric 
on Philip, the ikther of Charles V. as he came 
out of Spain into Germany, while he was a 
fchool-boy, that king took fuch notice of his 
early ingenuity, that he honoured him vrith a 
yearly penfion during life. King Henry VIII. 
of England, wrote to him with his own hand, 
gave him large taftes of his bounty, and offer'd 
him a houfe and land worth fix hundred florins 
a year, to invite him to refide in England. Fran- 
cis I. king of France, wrote to him alfo, offer- 
ing htm a bifhopric, and. a thoufand florins a 
year, to take his repofe in France. Charles V. 
€>fFered him a bifhopric in Sicilv, made him one 
of his privy- council ; and, beiides other expref- 
£ons of his bounty, gave him four hundred flo- 
rae 
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rins per annum, with a promifc of making them * 
five hundred, if he would profefs at Vienna. Si- 

fifmund king of Poland, and Ferdinand king of 
[ungary, were very bountiful to him, and made 
him great offers to dwell in their dominions. 
Anne princefs of Veriaiw gave him a pcnfion of 
a hundred florins. Frederic duke of Saxony, and 
William duke of Gulic, made him great prr- 
fents. Pope Adrian VI. wrote to him three fc- 
veral times. He congratulated tlic rife of Clc • 
ment VII. to the papacy, who in requital fcnt 
him five hundred florins, and by his apolWical 
letters invited him to Rome. Paul III. would 
have made him a cardural, if death had not pre- 
vented him. William Warham, archbi(hop of 
Canterbury, gave him an exhibition. Cardinal 
Wolfey gave him a pcnfion out of a pre!)endary 
of York. The bifliops of Lincoln and Roche- 
iler liberally fupplied him upon all occafions. 
The lord Montjoy, Sir Thomas Moore, bifliop 
Tonilal, and dean Colct, were his conftant be- 
neftfiors. Cardinal Matthseus oflfered him a pcn- 
fion of five hundred ducats to live in Rome, 
and fent him a cup of beaten gold. Another, 
but a richer, was fent him by Albertus, arch- 
bifliop, cardinal and elector of^ Mentz. Cardi- 
nal Campegius, among other tokens, fent him 
a diamond ring of great value. Stanillaus Olmu- 
cenfis fent him a filver bcwl, double gilt, with 
four pieces of gold, the coin of ancient empe- 
rors. The bifliop of Bafil oflPered him half the 
revenues of his bifliopric for his company. 
Thurxo, bifliop of Vratiflavia, went ten days 
journey out of his way to fee him. Vigilius 
Zuichemus gave him a gold ring', wvd'VixWx^wv 
B 3 t^\\ 
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carl of Eyfcnberg a dagger, which, by the iji- 
fcription, he wifhed in the hearts of his enemies. 
Full. An. Rediviv. 



CHAP. LVIL 

Of bonefly in life and converfation. 

WE live in an age, wherein honefty is in 
danger of being made a bankrupt ; for 'tis 
fii/HcuIt to negociate without diiSmuIation, to 
fell without lying, or buy without being cheated. 
Juftice, fimplicity and plainneis, is turn'd into 
art, fubtilty and fraud ; and if Diogenes was 
^Ive again, be might employ his candle and 
lanthorn to as little purpofc as formerly. We 
retain no folld and exprefs effigies of trve juftice 
and honefty, but the world contenta atfeU* with 
the Ihadows and images of them. There are 
many Gnatho's that make a fcew of honefty 
and virtue, with affeded looks, counterfeit ge- 
ftures^ and feigned proteftations, when indeed 
there is no honefty at aU in them, but mere hy- 
pocrify and knavery. But tho' thcfc exceed in 
number, yet the world has many honeft people 
in it ; fuch as foorn to lye, diflemble or defraud, 
that will fulFcr a thoufand wrongs in their own 
perfons or eftates, before they will do the leaft in- 
jury to others ; and always a£t by that golden 
rule, in meafuring to othlcrs what they would 
have meafured to themfdves. And ftnce this 
kind of men are rarely to be met withal, we 
fliould put the higher value upon them when 

they 
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they are found, and treat them with fuch a dc* 
cent and upright behaviour, tliat we may alway9 
find them on occafion. 

If accufation fliould imply guilt, few men in 
the world could be reputed innocent. M. For- 
tiu3 Cato lived with that integrity and honefty, 
that tho' his enemies had preferred no Icfs than 
fifty accufations againft him, yet by the common 
fuftrage he was always declared mnocent i and 
that not by the power of his riches, or the in- 
tcreft of his friends ; but the juQicc of his caufc, 
and the malice of his enemies was fo apparent^ 
that they who did not love, but ratlicr hati*d 
him, were vet ailiamed to flicw it. His honcfty 
in doing ri^t to the injured, and his fcvcrity iu 
puziifbing onendas proportionably to their crimes, 
had niM him many enemies, and no left envy ^ 
for he pardoned none that were guilty, nor was 
a friend .to any but thofe that truly loved and 
ferved their country. He was alfo as wife as 
juft i for being accufed again in his old a|^, he 
made it hit requeft, and obtained it, that Tibe* 
rius Sempronius Gracchus, one of his chiefeit 
enemies, mi^ht fit alone in judgment upon him ( 
who examiiuns; into the caufe of the complaint, 
pnmouncei^ him not guilty $ and by this confi- 
dent a£Hon Cato prevented all future accufations, 
lived in glons and died in peace. Lipf. Monit. 

Ariftiues had the reputation to be the honcflefl 
perfon among all the Greeks, and yet fome en^ 
vyine his glory, he was in danger of a ten years 
baniuiment, from the manner of the funraffc 
which the Grecians ufed, called Oflracifm. Whuc 
they were collct^ing the voices, and he being 
in the crowd, one that could not write himfclr, 
B 4 dcfm:d 



8 Of bonefty ifj life and converfation. 

defired him he would do him the favour to write 
the name of Arijftides in his (hell, as the perfon 
he would have to be condcmn'd and exiled. 

* Do you know him, fays Ariftrdes, or what 

* wrong has he done you or yours ?' * Neither, 

* faid the man, but it grieves and vexes me to 

* hear him called every where Ariftides the Juft 

* and Honeft, and therefore I would have him 

* condemn'd/ • An excellent argument,' faid 
Ariftides 5 and fo took the (hell, and wrote his 
own name in it as the perfon defired. Ibid. 

Julius Drufus, a tribune of the people, had a 
houfe that in feveral places lay open to the view 
and infpeftion of his neighbours, which an arti- 
ficer perceiving, told him, • That for the fum 
' of five talents^ he would prevent that incon- 

* venience.' ' No, faid Drufus, I have (thanks 

* to the Gods) no occafion for that ; but if thou 

* canft make every room in my houfe fo perfpi- 
' cuous, that the whole city may behold all my 

* aftions, I will give thee five talents more than 
' thou dcmandeft.' He knew his life was in- 
nocent, and his aftions ju(l, and therefore was 
in no fear of fpeftators. Z«/)/. Theatr. 

When the corps of Thomas Howard, fccond 
duke of Norfolk, was buried in tKe abbey of 
Thetford, in the county of Norfolk, in the year 
1524; no perfon could demand one groat of 
him, for any debt he had contraded, or require 
reftitution of him for any injury he had done, 
whilft he was among the living. IVeaver's Fun. 
Mon. 

When the fenate of Rome was about elefting 
a cenfor, and Valerianus was in nomination, the 
univerfal acclamation was for him, and one, as 

the 
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the mouth of the reft, harangued thus in hia 
commendation : • Who (hould we t\e6t but Va^ 

* lerianus, whofe life is a cenforihip ? Who is 

* fo fit to be judge of us at], as he who cannot 

* be charged with any crime ? Valerianus is a 

* prudent and wife lenator, medeft, grave, u 
^ friend to. good men, and an cnc;ny to tyrants i 

* an utter foe to the vicious, but more feverc 

* againft vice. We would have this man for 

* our cenfor, whom we will imitate to the ut-' 

* moft of our capacities. He is the moft noble 

* among all the fenators, the higheft by birth, 
^ of an unfpotted life, of profound and excel- 
^ lent learning, of celebrated manners, and the 
^ example of antiquity, honefl in his a£lions, 
^ faithful in performing his promifes, whom no 

* man reviles, and whom all men fpcUc well of.^ 
Cor/. Rhe. 

Richard 11. being depofed, Henry of Boling- 
broke crovm'd king, and a law made that the in- 
heritance of the crown fhould remain in king 
Henry, and the heirs of his body, a motion was 
alfo made in parliament, how the depofed king 
ihould be difpofed of. At which time Thomas 
Merks, bifhop of Carlide, with extraordinary 
zeal and freedom, maintained the right of his 
depofed fovereign, and refolutely oppofed the u- 
furpation of his fupplanter ; and tho' it cofl the 
good prelate a prifon, and the lofs of his life, 
yet the memory of fo gallant an aftion will never 
die, as long as fidelity and loyalty (hall have any' 
cflcem in tlie world. DanieTs tiiji. 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

Of bope^ orexpe^ation of things to come. 

HOPE we have already defined to be a gentle 
and fweet efFufion or eicpanfion of the foul» 
towards foine eood expeded to come ; fo that 
when we are full of hope, we feel a certain in- 
flation both within and without in our whole 
body, together with a.^oniring but pleafant heat 
from the blood and fpu'its univerially diffufed > 
and when hope by this means is ftrong aiough 
to produce courage, it ftands ready to encounter 
the difficulties that oppofes her in the way to her 
end, bids defiance to daneer, and conquers all 
before it. Hence fome cafi it the manna from 
hfiwen, that comforts us in all extremities; 
others the pleafant and honeft flatterer, for no- 
thing but hope will carefs the unhappy in expec- 
tation of happinefs in the bofom of futurity. 
When all other things fail us, hope will ftand by 
us to the laft. Hope gives freedom to the cap- 
tains chained to the oar; health to the fick, 
while death grins in his kcc \ vi^ory to the de* 
£n^ \ and wealth to the beggar, while he is 
craving an alms. 

When Alexander the Great took up refolu- 
tioro to make a 46icent into Perfia, he gave his 
patrimonial eftate to his friends \ and having le- 
gally pafied away the whole, Perdiccas faid, 
• And what, O king, do you referve for your- 
••fclf?' ?.My hopes,' faid Alexander. *Why 

• then. 
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< then» rtplv'd the otbery of tboiSi bopei only 

* will we UiAt »re your foMowcn be fliareri/ 
And for that reafon rofufed what tbc kins had 
freely given himt and hia examiJe wat folTowed 
by feveral others. Pkt. in Akxandr: 

A Rhodian taking too much freedom in re- 
prehending the vices of a tyranti he ytu (hut 
up in a ca^e, his hands were cut oflT, his noftrils 
AUf and hiM face disfigured by many rude galhes 
cut in it \ whereupon a friend adviied him to put 
an end to hia mtferiesi by famiibing himfelf to 
death. But he with great indignation rejected 
the piopofaly iaying, ^ WhUe a man has breath 
^ all things are to be hoped for \ and he would 

* not lofe the pleafure of booing, to rid himfelf 

* of his prefent afliAion.' Er^mu$ Jp. 

Hope witk a goodly profpcA feeds the eye. 
Shews from a rifing ground po^eflion nigh i 
Short em the diftanct , or o*erk>oks it quite i 
So cafy *tii to travel by the figbt. 

DftYOIN, 

C. Mariu8» tho' of obfcure parentage, wai 
ycxy ambitious, and had deferved well of the 

tuUic in feveral military expeditions, which gave 
im hopes of advancing his fortune in civil af- 
&ir8. Firft he fought to be made an iEdile of 
the fuperior dafs, afterwards foUicited for a mit 
nor aedilclbio \ and tho' he mifcarried in both, 
yet dill his hopes buoy'd him up, in expectation 
of being one day the chief of that famous citv,^ 
in which he luckily fucceeded. Aiid when Syfli^ 

eofcribed him, and fet his head at a price, and 
ing now in bis futh confuUhip compelled t^ 
B 6 yf^^ 
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wander In ftrange countries, in hourly peril of 
his life, yet he itill fupported faimfelf by a pre- 
di£tion, that told him he fliould be conful of 
Rome a feventh timcf. Nor was he deceived in 
his expefbtion; for by a ftrange revolution in 
public aflairs, he was recalled to Rome,- and 
re-clefted conful. Plut. Apoth. 



^^ - CHAP. LIX. 

Of bofpitality^ and entertainment of fir angers. 

TH E Lucanians have a law among them, 
as unrepealable as thofe of the Medes and 
Perfians, that ilo man (hall refufe the enter* 
tainment of a ftranger, (especially if he be under 
any kind of neceflity) that comes to him after 
the fun is fet, with a purpofe to lodge with him, 
and be entertained by him ; and in cafe of oiFend- 
ing againft this law of hofpitality, he is to be 
fined, ftigmatized, and his houfe to be demo- 
Itfh'd, as unworthy to have one, that was un- 
willing to afford the ufe of it to him that want- 
ed it. Men that live always to themfelves, had 
need to have a well-timber'd bottom, for if once 
it proves leaky, they will find but few hands to 
ftop it, but many to widen the breaches, that 
the veffcl may fink altogether. It was once the 
glory of England, that a plentiful ceuntry was 
given by heaven to an hofpitable and charitable 
people \ but, as Mr. Fuller fays, hofpitality has 
fctch'd its laft groan, and there is fmall hopes it 
iviil ever come to life again^ whilft coftly equi- 
pages. 
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page8> and gaudy liveries on idle fellows backs, 
takes z^fny what was wont to be laid out in fill- 
ing empty bellies. 

xdward carl of Derby was celebrated for hi$ 
difTufive charity, and exemplary hofpitality. A 
true old Englim peer, whole proviflons was of 
the growth of his own country, rather abound- 
ing m plenty of fubftantial diet, than in foreign 
ftudied difhes. His entertainments were defignM 
for health and nourifhment, and not to gratify 
nice and curious palates. His gates were always 
open, his table conftant and equal, where all 
were welcome, but none invited. His hall for 
the moft part was full, his gates always. The 
one with the gentry and yeomanry of the coun- 
try, who were his retainers in love and honour j 
the other with the aged, infirm, and induftrious 
poor, whofe asking was prevented by alms, and 
expe£btion with liberality 5 the firft being pro- 
vided with meat, the fecond with money, and 
the third with work. Nor was he bountiful at 
other men's cofts j for once a month he infpeft- 
ed his incomes, and once a week he took ac- 
count of his disburfcments, that none might de- 
fraud him, or be wrong'd by him. When, to 
the grief of the whole country, he died, it was 
faid of him as of the fecond duke of Norfolk, 
not a tradefman could demand the payment of 
a groat he ow'd them, nor a neighbour or te- 
nant the reftitution of a penny he had wrong'd 
them of. LoyeCs Stati JVorihies. 

Henry Wardlow, prefentor of Glafgow in Scot- 
land, was famous for his hofpitality ; infomuch, 
that when the fteward of his houle complained 
that his family was innumerable, and defired the/ 

might 
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might be reduced to a certainty, he condefcended 
to his propoial, and his fecretar^ being to fet 
down their names, he asked his mafier with 
what names he ihould b^n the lift of his re- 
tainers, who anfwer'd Fife and Angus» which 
were two counties that contained • thou&nds of 
inhabitants. His fervants hearing this, gave over 
their projeil of retrenching his family ; for they 
law he would difmjfs none that were already re- 
tsun'd, nor hinder any that ihould make his houfe 
their refiigc for the future. Spotfwocd's Hift* 
Scotland* 

Conradus Gcfherus was fo much inclined to 
hofpitality, that his houfe was always open for 
the accommodation of ftrangers, but efpecially 
men that were addldled to dbe ftudy of good Ut 
terature, and thofe he feldom wanted^ as well in 
rdpe£b of his obliging converiation, as that he 
had an excellent Hbrary, a repofttory of great 
curiofities both in art and nature, and was com-r 
municative of his knowledge. M^lcb, Adam, in 
Fit. Germ. 

Calliftratufi, a profeflbr of rhetoric in the city 
of Galepfus in Eubsa, was xenown'd for his 
bounty and hofpitality; for when he was at 
home, a ftranger could hardly fup at any other 
houfe than his, he was fo full of courtefy, that 
'Cwaa a difficulty to withftand the importunities 
he ufed in cardSing and inviting ftrangers, and 
was the chief man amon^ others that imitated 
die example of Cimon in liberalities. Plkt. Mor. 

GiUias, a citizen of Agrigentum, had a ]arge 

ibare of the goods of fortune, and which 13 

IP'eater, a will to lay out his wealth to the beft 

Hfesj exafity agreeing with that cf Tally. Nihi^ 

2 hahit 
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h^tii firlnns magn^ mt^nt^ fmrn ul piffii mc 
mtuf§ h$ii€ mliui fimm at ^liU himfictn imm 
fhirimm. * A great fortune b«fh notning graUci^ 
^ in it, thin that it it iibk) and a gtioJ nature 
^ hath nothing better in it» than that it if wil- 
^ Vng to do good to manv.* Hit houre wai the 
treauiry of munificrnce, tne fcarclijr of proviTton 
in dear veara were fupplied iropi thence. And 
tho* iheA exprcAioni of hia bounty cxteiuLd la 
all in general* yet ho relieved the iieceAitieii oC 
particular peribni, gave porticMu to poor virginii> 
ttntertaln'd ftrangerii not only in hiti cityi buc 
at hia houiei in the country. At one time he 
received and cluathcd Ave huiulred CJcrlcufitai 
knightit that by a (lurm at fea were caft afliorc 
in hia territories. Whatever he poflfcfled wui a 
common natrimonyi and therefore nut onlv the 
citi«en« or hia own cityi but all the people o<j 
the neighbouring cguntriea» put up prayera and 
vowa» for the continuance or hia life m u Autc of 
health and happincia. F§hr. AUx, 

■ I lit 

C H A P. LX. 

Of hf/hmjj^ l9ving and umtafural. ] 

IT waa wittily Aid of one, that ho that doea 
not love hia wife is a fool for hia own fake*' 
and a greater coxcomb if he haa not wit cnouti;h 
to maki: her believe ho lovea her \ for there ia* 
a refiftlcfa charm in klndnefai that fecurea our' 
own peace and quiet, difarma and captivatca an 

en-' 
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enr^^d fury, and clijps the wings that were ready 
to fly into the emBrpces of Ian interloper. 

When Darius king of Perfia'^ was defeated by 
the Macedonian 'corfqueror, "|and under appre-' 
henfions that his wife' Statira was flain by tW 
enemy, it went fo much to bis. heart, that he' 
filled his remaining camp with grievous lamen-. 
tations, faying, * O Alexander, who among all 

• thy relations have I put to death, that thou 

• fhouldft do this ? Thy difpleafure is caufelefs^ 

• on my part ; but if thou hadft juftice on thy^! 

• fide, 'tis below thy charafter to make a war 

• againft women.' But when he heard fhe was 
adive, and treated by Alexander with the honour 
and tendemefs that vras due to her fex and aua- 
Bty, he then fupplicated the Gods, that Alex- 

' ander might be fuccefsful in all his enterprizes, 
tho' he was his mortal eriemy. Zonar. AnnaL 

Tiberius Gracchus was fo great a lover of his 
wife Cornelia, that when two fiiakes were found 
in his houfe, and according to the fuperftition of 
thofe times, were warned by the augurs not to 
fufFer them both to make their efcapes, but to 
kill one of them ; aiTuring them, that if the 
male were let go, Cornelia would die firft ; on 
the contrary, that Gracchus would die firft, if 
the female had its liberty : ' Then turn out the 

• female, faid he, that Cornelia may out-live 

• me, for I am the older of the two.' It fell 
out accordingly, Gracchus died, leaving many 
fi}ns behind him, fo entirely beloved by Cornelia, 
and the memory of her husband was lo precious^ 
to her, that fihe refufed to marry with Ptolomy 
king of Egypt. The death of her husband lay 
fp heavy upon her heart, that the fplendor of 

a crownj 
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a crown, the (late of a queen, and the glory of 
u kingdom were utterly rcjcftcd. Val Kfax, 

C. rlautius Nnmida, a fcnator of Ronnc, had 
fuch a dear affection for his wile, that being fwr- 
prized with the notice (»f her death, and unable 
to fuftain the weight of his forrow, he thruft 
hia fword into his breaft i but being hinder'd 
from putting an end to his days by the interpo- 
fition of his domeflics, and his wound being 
drefs'd and bound up in order to a cure, yet 
he was fo refolute in his purpofe, that as fooii 
as he found himfelf alone, he tore off the ap* 

Elications, opened the orifice which his fword 
ad made, and fo let out a foul that would not 
continue in his Ixnly, after that of his wife, had 
forfaken its manfion. 

Charles dauphin of France, having barbaroufljr 
killed John duke of Burgundy, hia fon Philip 
the Good being tokl the hiftory of it, loaded with 
grief and anger, run into hia wife's chamber, 
who was the dauphin's fifter, foying, • (>, my 

• Michalea, thy wicked brother the dauphin has 

• murder'd my'fathtr.* The afflifled huly, whb 
had a tender afledlion for her husband, broke 
out into tears and lamentations, ;^nd fearing it 
might occafion an irreconcilable difterrnce be- 
tween her and her husband, refuffd all confo- 
lation J which the duke fearing might prtjudicc 
her health, faid to her, * Notwithibndinc»; thy 

• brother's villainy, thou (halt be no lefs dear 

• to me than formerly 1 it was none of thy fault, 
' and thou flialt not fufFer lor his ; therefore 

• take courage, and comfort thyfdf with tl)is 

• afluranco, that I will be loving and CDullant 

• to thee while I have a being.* And he was 
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juft to his promife ; for living with her three 
years after, he treated her with the highcft con- 
jugal refpe^i and kindnefs. Ltpf. Menit. 

Oreftilla wife of M. Plautius, hearing her huf- 
band would touch at Tarentum in bis voyage to 
Afia, went thither on purpofe to make him a 
vifit, and falling fick of a dtfeafe that refifted 
medicines, ihe died. Plautius having given di- 
r«<Stions for the iblemmty of her funeral, fuitable 
to her quality, fhe was laid upon the p^ to be 
burnt according to the cuftom of the Romans, 
The laft office oC near relatiom was to anoint 
the dead corps, and give it a vaIedi£tory^ kifs ^ 
but while thefe ceremoni^ were performing, the 
ft)rdy-afflided husband, unable to conquer his 
paffion» fell upon his own fword and died. His 
frieods recovering from their aftonifhment, took 
km up, and laying his body by that of his wife's, 
Imrot them both ti^etfaer. Tbeir fepulphre is 
yet to be feen at larentum, and is called the 
tomb of the two perfeA lovers. Faler. Max. 

A certain Neapolitan, whofe name is not men* 
tioned by my author, being at work in a field 
bordering upon the fea-fide, his wife being at 
fome distance from him, was feized by the Cor- 
fairs of Tunis, and carried on board their vdlel. 
When miffing his wife, and feeing a ihip at an- 
chor, he foon conjedured what the matter was, 
and throwing himfelf into the fea, fwam to the 
ibip, telling the captain, ^ He was come to take 
' the fame fate with his wife ; for tho' he under- 
' ftood the hardfhip and mifery he mufl undergo 
^ in flavery, his love had conquered all difficult 
^ ties, he neither could nor would live but 
* with hen* The Turks admiring the man's 

affe^on. 
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^IFe^on, at their return told it to the king of 
Tunis, who pleaTing himfcif with fo fingular an 
example of love and confhmcy, gave tlicm both 
their liberties, and by his command the man was 
made otie of his guard de corps. Fulgos. 

Bajazet I. after the great vi^ry he loft to 
Tamerlane, among his other afili&ions, £iw his 
beautiful wife Defpina, whom he dearly loved, 
ignominioufly treated by the conqueror in his 
fight. Other contempts and di/graces be bore 
With courage, but that being more dHhonourabk 
than all the reft, he fo re&nted it, that be beat 
out his brains againft the iron bars of the cage^ 
wherein he was confined to be ftiewed in tri« 
umph. EScaufs pref, StaU of the Turk. Emp. 

But 'tb to be feared, that the lift of unkind, 
if not unnatural, husbands does exceed that of 
good ones, which iieems venr ftrange, becaufe 
the ill oaes do not defire to oe thou^t fo, tho* 
at the iame time they are a contradiction and a 
fcandal to themfelves. But imnatural husbands 
are a reproach to humanity, and worfe than the 
moft favage beafts 5 as may be feen in the fol- 
lowing examples. 

A Frenchman of note, in the province of Lan- 
guedoc, whofe name was ViUars, married a 
young, rich and beautiful lady ; but having been 
formerly addiSed to converfe with whores, as 
foon as the honey-moon was over, gave up him* 
felf to the fame vicious courfes, flighted and a- 
bufed his wife with words and blows ; forfoofc 
her bed ; took away her cloaths, her rings and 
jewels, and gave them to his miftrefTes, telling 
hi3 wife, * He did not marry her, but her for- 
• tune, which he would fpend upon thofe wo- 
men 
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* men that he lay with, becaufe he loved them, 

* for he never had any kindnefs for her.' All 
thefe unkindnefles his wife bore with infinite pa- 
tience, in hopes to reclaim him by her modeft 
and humble behaviour. At length, finding he 
had almoft confumed his whole eftate, he brought 
two of his whores home to fave charges, lay 
with one of them every night, and made his 
wife wait upon them at table, which (he did 
without difcovering any trouble or difcontent at 
tliis more than fervile employment. But the 
more (he fought to pleafe them, the more info- 
lent were they, infomuch that one of them com- 
manding her to fetch fome water to wafli her 
hafids, and to kneel while (be held the bafon, 
the lady refufing fo mean a fubmiilion, the whore 
threatned to b^t her^ whei'eupoh the lady tak- 
ing courage, threw the water ih the whore'* 
£ice, who crying out, and the husband coming 
to enquire into the reafon of it, fhe cried out, 

* Oh, your wife has killed me, (he has killed 

* me, revenge my blood ;* and then counterfeit- 
ing death, fell upon the ground as if (he had 
been really dead 5 which the husband believing, 
run his wife through the body with hfcr fword, 
of which wound fte died immediately, upon 
which the whore jump'd up and fcU a kiffing 
the murderer. But being fhortly after appre- 
hended, they were all three fcntenced to be 
hang'd, Villars as principal, and his two whores 
as acceflaries, and were executed accordingly. 
De Serves. Htft. Fran, 

Periander of Corinth, in a violent paflion, 
threw his wife upon the ground, and trod her 
Wider foot \ and tho' (he was with child, con- 
tinued 
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tinued his rude treatment of her, till {he died 
upon the place ; and baniihed his fon to Corcjrra, 
for no other reafon than that he lamented the 
barbarous lifs^e of his mother. But when he 
came to a more fober mind, being fenfible that 
the murder of his wife proceeded from the ma- 
licious provocations of his whores, he caufed 
them all to be burnt alive, and recalled his fon 
from banifhment. Patric. de Regno. 

Nero the emperor, being upon fome trivial 
occafion incenfed againft his wife Poppsea Sabina, 
he gave her fuch a kick upon the belly, that 
killed her. However, tho' he was a monfter that 
feemM to be fent into the world on purpofe to 
^ve examples of inhumanity, yet he fo repented 
of this barbarous a&ion, that he would not fuf- 
fer her to be burnt, according to the then cuf- 
tom of the Romans y but built a funeral pile for 
her of odoriferous perfumes, and caufed her to 
be laid in the Julian monument. Patrit. de Ret* 
pub. Inftiiut. 

When M. Antonius loft the day at A£tiumf 
and Herod king of Judea thought himfelf in dan-: 
ger of his life and the lofs of his kingdom, for 
being his true friend, he thought it advifable to 
meet Caelar Auguftus at Rhodes, and endeavour 
to pacify him, by afTuring him of his future 
friendihip and affiftance ; and being refolved up- 
on his journey, aflign'd the care and cuftody of 
his wife to Sohemus his particular confident, with 
conmiand, that if he fhould lofe his life in his 
journey, or at the place he was going to, that 
he fhould kill his wife Marianme ; for which he 
gave no other reafon, but that no other man 
might enjoy, after his death, fo beautiful a crea- 
ture. 
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ture. Mariamne extorted this fccret from So- 
hemus, and at Herod's returny he pfofefling aii 
extraordinary aflfedlion for her» flie upbraided 
him with it : whidi Herod (o heifloufly refented, 
that he immediately put Sohemus to death, for 
betraying the fect^ ; and not long after the beau- 
tifiilf Mariamne, whom he lov^ above all the 
world. Jofiphus. 

Amalaiuenta, queen of the Goths, taking 3 
£mey to Theodahitus, made him her husband, 
and gave him the^tle of king, upon condition 
that he fliould enjoy the dignity, but fecure her 
by hi$ oath, that he fliould not concern himfelf 
with the adminiftration of the government. But 
no fooncr was he invefted with the title of king, 
than he forgot hiB oath and obligations to bis be^ 
nefexStrefs, recalled her profefled enemies out of 
exile, baniihed his wifo into an ifland in the 
Vulfmer lake \ and not diinkmg himfelf fecure 
whilft flie was in being, he fent fome of his in- 
ilruments in mifchief to take away her life, who 
finding her in a bath, ftrangled her. Zuin. 
Tbiat. 

John' Taylor, a blackfmith in Northampton- 
fiiire, was executed at Abbingdon gallows, for 
beating his wife's brains out with a great ham- 
mer } who made no other defence at his trial, 
but that (he had given him his porrige fo hot to 
his breakikft, that it burnt his mouth, and raifed 
u blifter on his tongue ; for which he thought to 
corred her, not to kill her. But being in a 
great paffion, ftruck a little too hard, which, 
contrary to his firft intention, put an tni to her 
life. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXI. 

Of iMtmfs Mi Jlotb. 

CLOTH 18 a fervile, weak and degenerato ha* 
^ bit, that fills the body with grofs humours, 
the mind with heavy, dull, phlegmatic indifpofi- 
tions and difcontenCs \ and therefore ought to be 
avoided. The flothful know not when they are 
well, or whither they vrould go ; but are tired 
out with eveiy thing, difpleafed with all, and 
even weary or life itielf, becaufe they know not 
how to dilpofe of the time that lies upon their 
hands. 

Althadae, the eleventh king of the Aflyrians, 
(tho^ fome put him the tenth, and others the 
twelfth, in their catalogue of monarchs) was fo 
idle and flothful, that he reckoned all bufmefs 
but fo many arguments of folly. He laid down 
thefe two things as infallible maxima, viz. that 
he was avain and fboliih man, that engaged him- 
felf in any war \ and' that he was the greatcil 
fool of all, that toil'd and fatigued himfelf to 
leave an eflate to his pofterity. And at the fame 
time ftain'd his dignity with the hateful epithets 
of coward and infidel, in fpending his whole life 
in die foeiety of whores and catamites. Camtr. 

OfiT. Stiic. 

Domitian the emperor, fon of Vefpaflan and 
the emprefs Domidlla, was fo addi£)!ed to idle« 
nefs and floth^ that he neglcAed the affairs of 

the 
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the empire, and confumed his time in pricking 
flics to death with the point of a pin or needle i 
and from that impertinent exercife was called 
the Imperial Fly-catcher; of whom he made 
fuch a deftruftion, that one asking who was 
with the emperor, was anfwered, ' He is alone, 
there is not fo much as a fly in his apartment/ 
Te'xtor. Offic. 

Jodocus Damboud fays^ that as he was fitting 
with fome fenators of Bruges, at the gate of 
their fenate-houfe, a beggar^ with lamentable 
fighs and tears, and other geftures to move com- 
paflion, asked our charities, adding further, that 
he was troubled with a misfortune that fhame 
obliged him to conceal. We all, fays he, com- 
miferating the poor man's condition, gave him 
fomething to relieve his wants, and then he de- 
parted. One inquifitive perfon in our company 
fent his fervant after the beggar • to know what 
the malady was, which he was fo unwilling to 
difcover. The fervant overtook him, ask'd him 
the queftion ; and having viewed him all over, 
faid, he could perceive nothing that he had rea- 
fon to complain of. * Ah, woe is me, faid the 
^ beggar, the difeafe that fo much aflii^b me is 
* not to be feen, tho' it has crept over all my 
' carcafe, infinuated itfelf into my blood and 
' marrow, and has left no part of my body un- 
*- infeded, which makes me I cannot work. 
« This difeafe is called floth and idlenefs.' The 
fervant having received this account, grew angry 
and left him. After having made ourfdves merry 
at it, we fent the fervant to bring him to us 
3^ain, in order to prefcribe to him a cure for 
2 , this 
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this difeafe, but he had wifely withdrawn him- 
fclf. Camer. Med. Hijl. 

The Sybarites fo pleafed themfclvcs with an 
aflFe£i:ed (luggiihnefs, and were fo willing to con- 
tinue in it without any kind of molcftationt that 
laying their drowfy heads together, to find out 
a method to fecure their quiet, they at length 
hit upon this ftratagem, viz. By a fevere ediA 
they baniflied all artificers and handicraft tradef- 
tiitxi't who in working made any kind of noife, 
that without difturbance they might take their 
full and free repofe in th^ morning, To which 
one faid, * That to have made the filcnce com- 
* plete, they ought to have hung padlocks upon 
^ the mouths of their wives alfo.' 



CHAP. LXIL 

Of jealoufy^ and Us direful cffcSls. 

JEALOUSY is the moft vain, idle, foolifh and 
turbulent difeafe that ever aflaulted and op- 
prefled the mind of man. When a man gives 
himfelf up to this weakncfs, he robs him- 
felf of the comforts of life ; it makes him dif- 
truftful, timorous, and pecviflxi ready to fnarl 
upon every fmall occaiion, and often witliout 
anv caufe or provocation. If any one fpeaks in 
jelt, he takes it in earneftj if two talk or whif- 
pcr, he thinks it is of him \ if any ceremony be 
omitted, he takes himfelf to be flighted. Thus 
every thing contributes to mnke him unfociablc 
and uneafy. But if his jealoufy centers in a 
VoL.U. C . >N\i^> 
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wife, 'tis a domeftrc plague that eats, aiid drinksy 
and lodges with him ; a fury diat haunts him^ 
and diftarbs all his affairs both at home anid a* 
bioad, making bis torment the greater by fan»- 
cjing his fufpicion proceeds from love* 

A certain Roman nanied Odavius, having Iain 
with Pontia Pofthumia, found his love fo much 
' increafcd by fruition, that he follicited her wirii* 
all imaginable importunities ta marty him ; but 
not being able to gain her confent, his exceffive 
affeftion precipitated him to the effefls of tht 
moft cruel and mortal hatred, and watching his' 
opportunity, killed her. Moniaigh^s B£dyu 

Juftina was efteemed the fineft woman in 
Rome, but had the misfortune to marry a jea- 
lous husband,, who had no other caufe of fufpi- 
cion, bat that (he was very beautiftil. His cKf- 
eafe increafing, for want of prudence he grew 
defperate, and feeing her ftoop at a certain time 
to pull off her ftioe, which {hewed her wonder- 
ful white neck, and a fit of jealoufy feizing him, 
he drew his fword, and at one blow cut off her 
head from her body. ' Gamer, Oper. Subcif. 

Johannes Fagubienfis was poflefled vsrith a Jea- 
losy in nature, which is generally incurable, 
tho* there be no occafion to create a fufpicion. 
He ufed many inventions to detedl his wife of 
unchaftity s but all proving ineffe£hial, he at laft 
hit upon a proje£l that he was fure would prove 
infallible : Which was, he caufed himfelf to be 
cajlrated with this defign, that if his wife after 
that (hould prove with child, it would be an evi- 
dent convi£tion that ihe was an adultrefs. Zuing. 
Theatr. 

A rich man in Bafd Was haunted with a jea« 
Joufy of his wife> who was a very virtuous wo- 
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miin \ which JMloufv was hci'ghtntd upon this 
occttTion. He hid tnrown Away a pair of old 

Enrtcrii that were unfit for \m wearing, which 
in wift took upi uml gave thcni to a fcrvant 
that woi proTcnt. Upon which the jcalouH hus- 
band fufpcAed there wan too great a familiarity 
between theniiand the devil augnicntiim hin unjutl 
fufi^Icioni ho took hid opportunity, ruln'd into hii 
wifc*i A|nirtmenft and killed her. ThlA harharit/ 
w;i8 fcarce committedi but conlcicncc flew in his 
face, and ft\ewcd him the horror of hid crime, 
which threw him into fuch an rxceflivc forrow, 
that having wrote a relation of the fa£i on paper, 
and tied it to hia arni, he threw hhnfrif houd- 
long from the ton of thr houfe, and da(h*d liint- 
fclf to pieced. /iwrV. Th<itf\ 

JonufcH a Turkifh ba(ha, at an overthn)w of 
the ChrHliann, took an nftciMicm fn one of the 
prtfonenii eallcil the ladv Manto, a (nrcian l)ori^ 
and of extraordinary hea\ity \ ami finding the 
virtuei of her mind were agircahh^ to her out- 
ward lincnimentdi he took her t<> hi.i ho\\\\\ and 
(hewed her gr<nitcr rcfpcfl.i th.ui he di<l ti> the 
reft of hid vivri and voncuhinrji \ and Ihr, on 
her part, nwdc It her wludo fhuly to plcvifc him. 
I)ut at length gn)wing fufplcitJUH td Wx virtue, 
for no other caufe but a loolifh fear, tcfl otiiera 
might enjoy what he took fo |^;;ic;tt ddi^dit in, 
he Dccame fo frowahl and in)peiio\id, that no- 
thing Ihe could fay or do could merit hid annro- 
bation 1 till at knj^.ih treating Iter fo chuilifhly, 
(ho formM a dcfi|.»,n to nmke her efchpe, nnd };o 
into her own co\mtry. She clifcovrrnl thiM (c- 
cret to one ol her runuchd, wliont flir tmUcd 
to deliver her Ictteid to her litcndi| wIkiK* v\UV* 
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ftance (he wanted to facilitate her flight. Thefe 
letters, the treacherous eunuch opened, and fhew- 
ed to his mafter, who in a rage called her to 
him, and with his dagger ftabb'd her to the 
heart, and fo with the death of his love, cured 
himfelf of a tormenting jealoufy. KnowPs Turk. 
Hiji. ^ 

Athenais, a beautiful daughter of Leontius an • 
Athenian philofopher, taking fome difguft at 
home, travelled to Conftantinople, and made 
herfelf acquainted with Pulcheria, the emperor 
Theodofius's fifter, in whofe fociety the princefs 
fo much delighted, that hearing fhe was a virgin, 
ihe perfuaded the emperor her brother to marry 
her J which he did, and loved her extremely. 
The emperor coming from church on the feaft 
of the epiphany, a ftranger prefented his impe- 
rial majefty with a curious apple of an extraor- * 
dinary fize, and a very rare fruit at that time of 
the year ; for which the emperor ordered him a 
reward of the value of a hundred and fifty crowns, 
and at his return to court joyfully gave the apple 
to the emprefs. The emprefs having been in- 
formed, that Paulinus, a friend and favourite of 
Theodofius, kept his bed fick of the gout, (he 
fent him the apple to refrefh him, without nam- 
ing from whom ihe had received it. Paulinus 
pleafed at fo fine a gift, denied himfelf the fatis- 
taftion of tafting it, and prefented it to the em- 
peror, as a rarity fit for no other perfon. Theo- 
dofius knew the apple,, and taking it into his 
hand, jealoufy immediately enter'd his heart, and 
there kindled an inextinguifhable fire. He im- 
mediately fent for Eudoxia, (for by that name 
was ihe baptized after ihe left her Other's houfe) 

and 
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and began to found her heart concerning the 
apple he had given her. The poor innocent prin- 
cefs feeing fomething had difcompofed the cm^ 
pcror, by the cloud that fat on his brow, was un- 
dci a great furprize \ and thinking to fupport her 
innocence with an untruth, told him fhc had 
eaten it. The emperor ask'd her if (he was not 
miftaken ; and (he thinking to extricate hcrfelf, 
ftuck deeper in the fnarc, in fwearing by the life 
and happinefs of her husband fhe had eaten it. 
He, to (hew her (alfity, and how (he impofed 
upon him by a lye, back'd with perjury, took 
the apple out of his cabinet ; at the fight where- 
of (he was ready to fwoon, without power to 
fpeak a word in her own excufe. The emperor 
left her immediately, and retired with a foul 
overpre(red with (hame, forrow and vexation, 
while the miferably-affli£led Eudoxia poured out 
floods of tears, and unutterable fighs and groans, 
' from a heart ready to fink into defperation. Pau* 
linus, who knew nothing of all this, was that 
night put to death without any legal procefs ^ 
which the emprefs hearing of, eafily undcrftood 
that the emperor's mind was poifon'd with jea* 
loufy, of which (he found the cfFeds, in being 
removed from the privy-council, and denied the 
imperial bed. Lipf, Monit. 

Conftantine the Great had a fon by his firft 

wife Minervina, whofe name was Crifpus, a 

prince of cxquifite accompli(hments both of body 

' and mind, with whom Fauftina the emprefs, his 

' mother-in-law, was fo deeply fmitten, that (he 

tempted him to comply witli her unchafte dc- 

(ires ; but he abhorring fuch a detcftable crime, 

defpifcd her, and flighted her follicitations. In 

C 3 1^- 
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revenge whereof the emprefs accufcd him to his 
father, as having attempted to corrupt her cha- 
ility. The emperor enraged with jealoufy, com- 
manded the innocent prince to be (lain, without 
giving him leave to make his defence ; but af- 
terward the emperor coming to underftand how 
}»imfelf and his fon had been betray'd by the 
wicked emprefs, he commanded her to be be- 
headed. Pezel. Mellefic. Hiji. 



CHAP. LXIII. 

Of the ignorance of the ancients and others. 

WHEN men, thro* a fupine and carelefs 
temper, are unwilling ; or thro* defeft of 
capacity, are unable, to affift in difcoveriqg and 
improving art and nature, or refolving doubts, 
that have been long (lubber'd over, under the 
idle notion of occult qualities or infuperable 
difficulties i they prefently, with Valentinian 
and Licinius, two Roman emperors, decry learn- 
ing in general, or fay it was at the height of per- 
fcaion among the ancients, in whofe opinions 
Succeeding ages ought to acquiefce, without pre- 
fuming to examine their didlates, improve their 
notions, or make one ftep out of, or beyond the 
track they have prefcrib'd us. A conceit, than 
which nothing is more abfurd, or of worfe con- 
fequence, in ftifling ingenuity, and encouraging 
miftakes, impofitions ajid errors. It was when 
learning was at the lowcft ebb, that popery and 

-Ma- 
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Mnhomotlfm got footing in die world. *Twaa in 
thufc daya that Hftronomyt mathematioi, and cu* 
liuua mechanicfd pcrformiuieci were flandered 
with reproachful epithets 1 and all ingenious im- 
provements accounted no left than mifprifion of 
treafun againft thofe reigning monarcha, prefent 
fuiRciency, incuriofity, and aftefted ignorance. 
The defign of thia chapter la to (hew, that while 
the world endures, there will be occafion for a 
further progrefs in all commendable arts and 
fciencea. 

Boniface archbifbop of Ments, lighting upon 
a trcatife that learnedly difcovered there were 
fuch men as Antipodes, written by Virgiliua bi- 
ihup of Salt«burg, thought the notion lo ridicu- 
loua, impoJBble, and damnable, that he made 
.complaint aoainft this new do<Srine, firft to the 
duke of ficmemia, and afterward to Pope Za- 
chary in the year 745, who taking it into confi- 
deration, and willing at once to (hew hia Keal was 
Jis great as his knowledge infallible, he condemn'd 
<tf|e author of it u guilty of herefy, and fent him 
}ntoibani(hment i where he gave the learned bi« 
ihop time enough to hewairhis unhappineft, In 
Jiving in an age when ignorance was better e- 
fteemed than learning. 8t. Auguiline, La(Aan« 
.tius, and venerable Bedo alfo, oppofed this ooi- 
nipn as contemptible and ftbulous. Hawitval's 

What a low tide there was of learning in our 
own country among our nobility, about two hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, is but too apparent, by 
the motto engraved oi\ the fword of the famous 
MarfluU Earl of Shrevtrsbury, who was general in 
Franco to King Henry VI. wbicfi was in no betr 
C 4 1"^ 
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tcr Latin than. Sum Talhoti^ pro cccidere inimico^ 
mees. Fuller's Eccl. Hift. 

Rhemigius, a Latin commentator upon St. 
Paul's Epiftles, difcourfing upon thefe words, A 
vobis diffamatus eft fermo^ tells us very learnedly, 
that diffamatus^ tho* fomewhat improperly, was 
put for divulgatus^ St. Paul not being over curi- 
ous in the choice of his words : In which the 
commentator doubly difcovered his own igno- 
lance ; firft, in accufing St. Paul as not under- 
ftanding,or neglefting the propriety of words, whom 
all the learned world admire, as the moft polite 
writer of his age, and as happy in the ufe of apt 
words, as in the excellency of his matter ; and 
next in not knowing, that St. Paul wrote in 
Greek, and not in Latin. Hack. ApgL 

Pope Zachary, in his refcript to a bifhop, 
named Boniface, told hhn, that a prieft in that 
countiy was fo abominably ignorant in the Latin 
tongue, that he adminiftred the facrament of 
baptifm in this form ; Baptizo te in nomine patria 
fcf filia bf fpxritua fan£ia. And Eraimus fays, 
that in his time were fome priefts, who under- 
took to prove that heretics ought to be put to ' 
death, from thefe words, Hareticum hominem de^ 
vitaj which it feems their ignorance led them to 
interpret, as if the apoftle had faid, De vita tolle^ 
• Take away their life,' when the apoftle bids 
us only avoid them. To which give me leave to 
-add, that in my travels in Spain, I have feen 
icores of priefts come out of their churches from 
faying mafs, of which not one in twenty have 
underftood a word of Latin ; fo that if God Al- 
mighty fliould have anfwered their prayers in the 
£une language in which they had been praying to 

him, 
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him, they would not have known what he fiid. 
hid. 

Du Pratt, a bifhop and chancellor of France, 
having received a Letter from Kiiig Henry VIII. 
of England, to King Francis I. of France, where- 
in, among other more weighty affairs, he found 
thefe words, Mitto tihi duodecim moloffhs^ * I fend 
* you herewith twelve maftiff dogs,' the chan- 
cellor underftanding the word moloffis to fignify 
mules, gave himfelf the fatisfadion of a journey 
to the king his matter, to beg them of him, who 
admiring he fhould have a prefent from the king 
of England of mules, with which France a- 
bounded, and there were but few or none in 
England, the king demanded a fight of the let- 
ter, and fmiling at it, the chancellor faw himfelf 
under a miflake, and told the king he miftook 
tnoloj/us for mulattocs, and fo endeavouring to get 
out of the dirt, leapt into the mire. Ibid, 

Geography, or a defcription of the globe of 
the earth univerfally, as it confifts of land and 
water, with the principles of the fphere, its cir- 
cles, points, poles and pofitions i the zones and 
climes, and their inhabitants, the longitude and 
latitude of places, with the ufe of the globes, 
tho' the ancients had fome knowledge of, yet 
they owe the perfeftion they are now arrived at, 
to the care and induftry of later times. Bernard. 
Fref\ to Bohun's Geog. Di^f. 

The great Ariftotle and Ptolomy, with other 
ancient philofophers, formed their fyftem of the 
world upon an hypotliefxs, that the earth ftands 
in the midft and Centre of it unmoved i at the 
fame time Plato, Pythagoras, Archimedes, and 
tlicir followers, had a notion of the motion of 

C5 the 
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the earth upon its own axb about the fun^ . as. the 
centre : But not digeding their notion into that 
form, as was neceflary for the folution of thingjs 
by it, it flept for many ages, till of late Coper- ' 
nicus, Tycho Brahe and Cartefius, with great 
art and pains have brought it to fuch a certainty, 
08 gives fatisfa&ion to moft of the virtuofi. 

X he ancients held that under the middle or 
burning zone, the heat was fo exceffive and 
icorching, that there were no inhabitants in it, 
it being impoffible for people to endure it ; but 
later diK:overies, fhew it to be as healthful, tem- 
perate, and pleaiant a fituation as the world af- 
fords. H^rb. Trav. 

They were alfo wholly ignorant of America, 
which we now call the Weft Indies, till it was 
difcovered by Chriftopher Columbus, a Genoeie. , 
All antiquity cannot parallel that exploit, which 
be found out by the meer ftrength of his wit> 
and his skill in the mathematical iciences ; for 
contemplating with himfelf, that the equator, or 
great circle in die heavens, divided the whole 
world into two equal parts, and finding that there 
was fuch a proportion of earth on the north-eaft 
fide ; he concluded that there muft needs be as 
much on the fouth-weft fide of it to counterba- 
lance the globe, and make the heavenly circle to 
. be juft in its divifion. He propounded the mak* 
jng the experiment to his own coui>trymen, but 
they look'd upon it as a whim. King Henry 
VII. of Endand faid it was a ridiculous proje£t ; 
Alphonfus V. defpifed it i but at laft addreifing 
himfelf to Ilabella Queen ojf Caftile, (he accom- 
modated him for that voyage, wi it had its ef- 
fca. HackwelPsAfol. 

Neither 
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Neither Herodotus or Thucydidei, nor tny of 
the Grecian writers that were cotemporaries with 
U>ein9 .have in the leaft particular mentioned the 
eld Romans, tho' they were both Europeans, and 
jat that time the moft formidable people in the 
world* and had fubdued a great part of it : The 
Greeks were aUb utterly ignorant of the Oaula 
and Spaniards* and one of their beft authors took 
•Spain* which. he calls Iberia, to be only a city 1 
tho' geographers account it to contain above one 
thoufand one hundred thirty fix French miles. 

Great and learned men, faith Pliny, that were 
greater proficients in the ftudy of natural caufes 
than others, icared the utter extinction of the 

treat luminaries, or that fome mifchiefs would 
efal them in their eclipfes. Pindarus and Steft-* 
chorus were fubje£t to this dread, and afcribed 
the falling of their lights to the power of fafci^ 
nation. 



CHAP. LXIV. 

Imagination^ the force of it. 

FOrtis imagimth g^nfrat cafum^ fays the fchool- 
me(i, * a ftrong imagination begets accident,* 
and is itfelf but the produfl: of fancy, which* 
tho' it be a fubordinate faculty to resdbn, and 
(hould be guided by it j yet being hurt by fome 
inward or outward diftempcrature, or defc<ft of 
organs^ it juAles all men* and many are over* 
thrown by« its.^illufions. A concourfe of hu^ 
C ^ mours 
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mours and vapours troubling the fancy, makes 
UB many times imagine abfurd and prodigious 
things ; and in fuch as are troubled with the in- 
cubuS} they imagine an old woman fits fo hard 
upon them, that they arc almoft ftifled for want 
of breath. What ftrange forms of bugbears, ap- 
paritions^ witches, devils and goblins, are created 
by the force of imagination, with other unac- 
countable eiFe£b, which you will find in the fol- 
lowing examples. 

A Jew in France, fays Ludovicus Vives, came 
bv chance over a dangerous paflage, or plank 
that lay over a brook in the dark, without harm ; 
the next day perceiving what danger he had been 
in, fell down dead at the fight of the danger he 
had efcaped. Lib, 3. de Jnim, cap. de Melanr 
cboh 

A gentleman having led a company of little 
children into the fields, further than they ufed 
to walk, they began to be quite tired, and called 
out to the gentleman to carry them, for they 
could go no further ; but he being unwilling to 
give himfelf that trouble, and unable to carry 
them all, which muft difoblige fome of them ; 
he relieved himfelf with this invention, faying. 
Be content a little, my dear children, and I will 
provide you every one a horfe to ride home on ; 
accordingly he went to the next hedge, and cut 
them geldings out of it ; and the fucccfs anfwer'd 
. the device, for being mounted on thefe wooden 
fteeds, the ftrength of fancy added new mettle to 
their legs, and they trudged chearfuUy home. 
Dr. Fuller. 

A noble Portugueze was overwhelmed with a 
mdandioly imagination, * that GUkk would not 

• forgive 
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« forgive him his fins,* and fo continued in dc- 
fpair, without receiving any benefit from pious 
difcourfea fuited to his condition, or the ufc of 
phyfic. His friends fearing the efFcfh of this . 
mdancholy, caufcd the following experiment to 
be tried upon him. About midnight (the roof of 
hb houfe being untiled, and his chamher-door 
lock'd) they let down an artificial angel into his 
room, with a drawn fword in his riglit-hand, and 
a lighted torch in his left, who called him by his 
name, and commanded him to hearken to his 
meflage, which was, * That he fliould no longer 

* afflidt himfclf as he had done, fur all his hiui 

* were pardoned ;' which having faid, the coun- 
terfeit angelput out his torch, ami was drawn 
up again. The poor man over-joyed at fuch a 
fignal favour and affurance (as he imagined) from 
heaven, calls up his people, and tells them what 
had happened to him i and the next day gave thi^ 
fame relation to his phyficians, who humoured 
the artifice, congratulated his happinefs, and pro- 
nounced him a holy man. Soon after he found 
an appetite to his meat, flcpt quietly, and enjoyed 
himfelf as before, without ever rehipfing into 
the like indifpofition. y.acut. Lucit. pnix. adm, 

Mr. Edward Smith, fecretary to the philofo- 

Ikhical fociety at Dublin in Ireland, fent the fol- 
owing extraordinary cafe of the power of imagi- 
nation, to the fecretary of the royal fociety in 
London, in March 1687. ^^^ Ellzabetli Doo- 
ly of Kilkennv, was aged thirteen years in Ja- 
nuary laft. Her mother being with child of her, 
was frighted by a cow as flie was milking of her, 
thrown down, and hit on her temple, within an 
eight of an inch of her eye, by the cow's teat. 
Tbia child has cxa£Uy in that place, ^ ^^v^^c,^ 
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f}f flcfh lefembling a cow's .teat, ^bput .three 
inches in, length. 'Tis very red, has a bone in 
.the midft, about half the length of it ; 'tis per- 
Jforated, and (he weeps through it; when fee 
jbughs it wrinkles up, and contrads to two 
thirds of its length, 2nd it gro|iys in proportion 
io the reft of her body. She is as fei^ible them 
^ in any other part. Philof. Tranfaff. 

,In the ci^ of Prague, a woman was deliver'i} 
^f a male child, whgfe foreskin was cut ^d in- 
verted ; which was occafioned by the vdiement 
.imag^iadon of the mother, who three weeks be- 
iFore (he was brought to bed, had been entertained 
.with a difcourfe <rf the manner of the Jewifli cir- 
cumcifion, to which, as it proves, (he had been 
but too attentive. I (fays my author) was an 
eye-witnefe of this accident, being brought by the 
funous Kepler to fee the child, who was at that 
time about two years of age. Jddit. ad DonaU 
per Hoji. 

Kodericus JFonfeca gives us a relation of aman^ 
(virho being feized with a burning fever, leaning 
over his bed-fide, pointed with his finger to the 
chamber-floor, defiring thofe that were with 
him, to let him fwim a little while in that lake, 
and he fhould be well. His (^yfician agreeing to 
the conceit, the patient walk'd carefully about 
the room, faying prefently, the water was as 
^gh as his knees, by and by it was come to his 
Joins, and foon after it rofe as high as his throat : 
Then (behold the force of imagination) he faid 
he was verv well, and in truth was fo* De fa^ 
mtai. tiunda. 

A woman, who dwelt near St. Peter's church 
in Leyden, was delivered of a child in due form 
/io ty^ty p^i but h^d a hcsid like a cat Ima- 
gination 
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gination proilucoii thin monftrous Lirth \ Tor whiU' 
cl)e mother waa great, (he was tcrrililv tVighti^ 
with A cat, which waa put into her bed. 

Bartholiniia tcllii us, in hi:i anutoiiucul hiilory, 
that there was a man in England that would nut 
pi(8, left all the hlocid in his body (hould ifliie 
out at that pailage ( and thercfi>re tied it up, till 
he had railed iuch a tumur tliat wguld have 
JuUed him in two or three davs more, if his hro** 
ther had not loofen'd the band, i have read 
fomewhere of another, that would not pifa for 
fear of drowning the world, and was cured by 
fetting an out-houfc on fire, and bepyjng him to 
pifa it out, left the world fltould be burnt. Schen- 
ckiua tells us of one that thought his nofe was 
M big aa an elephant's trunk \ and of another 
that believed his buttocks were made of glafi, 
and tlierefore did ull he h;id to do ftand'ng, foi 
he durft not fit down for feur of breiiking them. 

The following remarkable account waa fent 
from Dublin, and inferred \x\ the public ncwa-papcrti 
Auguft 16, I74<>« On Sunday morning died 
at his houfe in Meath- ftreet, of the hyp, vapours^ 
or the ftrength of inuj^ination, Peter Murlh Kfq» 
who fome n)onths ago was riJiiig out, . and a 
borfe in the ftaggcra came behind, and took hold 
of him by the buckle of hia breeches, and lifted 
him out of the faddle, gave him a ftiake, and 
hud him down upon the ground fafe, with- 
out any bite, bruife, fcratchi or any fort of 
harm, aiid continual well fi^r the fpace of three 
weeks, and never once talked of the affair after 
the fiift c»r fecond day. Three weeks after the 
gentli'inan who owned the horfe came to fee 

. Marlbi aiid tuld himi tliat tlie horfe which 

difiUQuntca 
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dirmounted him was dead of the ftaggers. He 
being then at dinner, laid down his knife and 
fork, and faid, he then died mad, and I fhall die 
mad too. And from that time he fancied him- 
felf mad, although he had not any one fymptom 
of it. IF he gave a yawn or the like, he would 
immediately cry out, that is the way the horfe 
died, and I am mad too, and my friends will not 
believe it. He would not take any prefcriptions 
that were ordered him, but faid riiey were to no 
purpofe, for nothing could do him good. Thus 
be continued for the fpace of four months, and 
then died. He was opened the next day, but 
had no token or mark inwardly, which all peo- 
ple" have who are bitten by any mad animal, and 
die of the bite. Neither was he, when living, 
ever troubled with the Hydrophobia, or dread of 
water, or any other liquid, but fwallowed and 
faw them without any concern 5 fo that the ju- 
dicious are agreed, that it was pure conceit and 
fancy, and not madnefs that killed him. 

A young melancholy perfon had a ftrong ima- 
gination, that he was dead to all intents and 
purpofes, and theieefore requefted his parents, that 
he might be buried out of the way, and not 
kept to (link above ground. His phyficians ad- 
vifed the humoring him in this fancy, to fee 
what effeft it would have upon him. He was 
wrapped up in his winding-fhcet, laid upon the 
bier, and was carrying towards the church : 
where upon the way, two or three merry wags, 
hired for that purpofe, asked the bearers who it 
was they were carrymg to his long home, who 
told them his name. It is very well, reply'd 
one of them, the world is well rid of him, for 

he 
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1)0 WM fi very vicious fellow, und hia parcnn 
hftvc A jpood turn in it \ bcttar follow \\m to the 
grave than tht* gallowi, for that in all likc*liltoorl 
would hftvc been the end of him. The young 
man vcx'J %X thtfe reproaches, niifcd himftlr 
upon the bier, wul in a finart wi cent t(»ld thrm, 

• They might be aftuuneil to flun<lcr the dead \ 
^ and that if ht* h;iil been nlive, aa he w3n dead, 

* he would teach thum better m»uuier«.* But the 
n\tn fidloweil their cue, and puve him worfe 
words than before, which p\ittmg him out of 
all patience, he IrapM from the bier, and fell 
upon them with fuch fury, that putting the fpi- 
rita and blood into n\otii)n, diflip;ired the hu- 
mours fo, that he awaked as a man out of a 
trance \ and being conduilcd home, and care- 
fully attenilcil, ho foon recovered his ftrcngth, 
health and undeidanding. Ihywoofd J-Juranfjy, 

Lemnius writes, that in hia memory an illuf* 
trioua perfon fell into an imagination that he waa 
dead, and for feven days had refivfed all kind of 
food and drink 1 fo that his friends fearing this 
obftinato humour would kill him indeed, they 
invented tMs ftratagem. His room being dark- 
ened, fom/ fellows brought in viitualN into the 
room, and fell to it very heartily. Thefick man 
feeing this, asked them who they were f and 
what, they were doing? They told him they 
we(;e certain dead men, that made hold with his 
room to make their fupper in it. What, fays hei 
do dead men eat and drmk f Yes, yes, faid thevi 
don't you fee they do i and if you would lit 
down with us, you woidd ear alfo. Inunediate- 
)y the fick men leapM out of his bed, fat down 
and eat as plentifully as the reft. Supper being 
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ended, he fell into a fleep, and by often admi* 
ntftring narcotics, (which are the only rei^iedics 
in this difeafc) he recovered- 
Sir Kenelm Digby acquaints us, that a near 
kinfwoman of his accuftomed herfelf to the wear« 
ing of black patches upon her face, and he to 
j)erfuade her againft that fa(hion, told her in jeft, 
that the next child flie had would be born with 
a black fpot in its forehead ; which apprehenfion 
was fo efficacious in her imagination, at the time 
of lier conception and afterwards, that the child 
was mark'd in the fame place and manner at 
■the mother had fancied. T'reat. of Bgdia. 



CHAP. LXV. 

Of impofiors of feveral kinds. 

THE grand impoftor, who is die immediate 
tutor to all others under that denomination, 
it the devil, who transforms himfelf into an an- 
gel of light, to deceive and dcftroy mankind ; 
lot being damn'd himfelf, he makes it his whole 
builnefs, to draw as manv as refign themfelves 
to his conduA, into endleis and infernal tor- 
ments. • His immediate fucceflbrs are generally 
the mud and dregs of the people \ illiterate brain- 
fick enthufiafts, and beggarly, ambitious, upftart 
rebels, whofc pride and vanity not fufFering them 
to be content in the mean circumftances they were 
bom to, mount them on the wing^ of prcfumption 
into viftonary greatnefs, and then diey fct up for no 
left tfaan.Qods,.emperor8, Jungs, or inipired.pro- 

phetsi 
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phcts ; to the great difturbance of the church, 
difquiet of the itate, and ruin of their country ; 
till the giddy adherents being wearv of the new 
fenglc, or undeceived by a dear-oought expe- 
rience, tliey dcfcrt their leader; juftice over- 
takes the impoftor, and ends the ibew by the 
hands of an executioner. 

Adrian was no fooner poflefled of the empire, 
in the year of Chrift 121, but he found die fame 
difpofitlon in the Jews to revolt, as they had 
done in the reign of his prcdcceljbr Trajan, and 
therefore recalled Julius Severus out of Britain, 
and fent him into Syria to cbaftifc thofe muti- 
neers. But when he came he found them fo 
well fortify'd, and many in number, and tliofe 
confiding generally of thieves, robbers, and fuch 
like defperadoes, that he thought it more pru- 
dential to protrafi: the war, than hazard the lofs 
of his whole army. That which made the Jews 
gather together fuch vaft numbers, was, that 
they were headed by one that called himfelf the 
Meifiah \ and in allufion to the prophecy of Mo- 
ie39 in Numb. xxiv. which faid, ^ That a ftgr 
* fliould arife out of Jacob, &c.' he took the 
name of Benchochab, which figiiifies the fon of 
a ftar ; others fay Barcochab, which is the fames 
for Ben and Bar, in the Hebrew tongue, equally 
{ignif;f a fon. This impoftor was in pofleflion pf 
fifty caftles in Judea, and 980 towns and vil- 
lages, befides Bethoron, which Severus had be* 
fieged now three years and a half, and then it 
was that Adrian came againft it in perfon. It 
is almoft incredible what refiftance the befleged 
made^i with many defperate fallies, and great lofs 

of Wood. Three l^i^ndred tboufaod Jews yf^^ 

killed. 
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killed, befides what perifh'd by the plague and 
famine. Bencochab was killed in the laft fally, 
after which Bethoron was taken : And now the 
Jews finding him neither immortal^ nor the 
Meffiah, inftcad of Benchochab, called him Ben- 
fcosba, the fon of a lye. Some of the Jews ef- 
caped, and the reft were put to death. Jean 
Baptifl, de Rocoles Us Impoji, Injijnes, 

Under the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, in 
1656, one James Naylor, bom in Yorkfhire, 
a great enthufiaft, and one of the firft and prin- 
cipal ringleaders of the feft called quakers, hav- 
ing in procefs of time gained a great name a- 
mong that people, for his pretended fanftity, 
took upon him to perfonate Chrift our faviour, 
and was attended into the city of Briftol by fe- 
vcral of his deluded profelytes of both fexes, 
foiging Hofanna before him, ftrewing his way 
with herbs and flowers, ufing the &me expref- 
fions, and paying him the fame honour as the 
Jews did our bleffed faviour, when he rode into 
Jcrufalem 5 for which he was called before the 
parliament, then fitting at Weftminfter, by whom 
he was fentenced to be whipp'd, to fland in 
the pillory before the Royal Exchange, there to 
be burnt through the tongue, and branded with 
a hot iron in the forehead, with the letter B. for 
a blafphemer. All which was executed upon 
him ; but he fhewcd no concern at the fin or 
punifhment ; which being done, one Rich, a 
merchant, got upon the pillory, embraced the 
impoftor, and lick'd his forehead with his tongue. 
From thence he was fent to Briftol, where he 
was whipped through the fbeets, and afterwards 
committed prifoner to the cafUe at Guernfey du- 
ring 
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ring lifei in company with Lambert, to whom 
he had been a foldier in the late rebellion, hi/f, 
of Enj;, 

Sabatai Sevi, a Jewifli Impoftor, in 1666, waa 
the fon of Mordecai Sevi, an inhabitant of 
Smyrna, who got his livelihood by being a broker 
to an £ngli(h merchant there ; but his fun Sa- 
batai Sevi, addiiSting himfelf to ftudy, became a 
great proficient in the Hebrew tongue and me- 
taphyltcs i and being a cunning fuphifter, and 
broaching new doctrines among the Jews, was 
baniflied that city. During his exile, he tra- 
velled Into Theliulonica, now called Salonica, 
and from thence his roving head carried him to 
Tripoli in Syria, Gaza and Jerufalem j where 
aiTociating himfelf with a certain Jew named 
Nathan, ne communicated to him his intentions 
of declaring himfelf to be the MeiTiah, fo lung 
cxpedled, and earneftly defired by the Jews. 
This defign took wonderfully with Nathan, who, 
to uphold the impofturifm, called himfelf Klias, 
or tne prophet, forbidding all Jewi(h farts, for 
fince the bridegroom was come, nothing but joy 
and triumph ought to poflefs their habitations. 
This noife and rumour of the Meffiah having 
begun to fill all places, Sabatai Sevi refolved to 
travel towards Smyrna, the place of his nativity, 
and thence to Conftantinople, where the princi- 
pal work of preaching was to be perform^. 
Coming to Smyrna, he fo ingratiated himfelf 
with the common people, tho' the doftors of 
their law looked upon him as a vile impoltof, 
that they entertained him with fuch a pageantry 
of greatnefs, that no comedy could equal thp 
mock (hews they reprefented i but as the prefeiK 



46 Of impofim of fevital kinds. 

occafion f^ftitA torecfuire it, fothe vulgar ex- 
pe£tedfome miraclte; and the imaginations of 
the people were fo vitiated, that any legerdemain 
would pais among them for a miracle. An oc* 
cafion happening, that Sabatai was to appear be- 
fore the cadee or judge of the city, on behalf of 
his fubje6l$ under opprefEon, it was thought ne^ 
cefGuy, that a miracle ihould he wrought now 
or never. When Sabatai appeared, he put on a 
pharafakal gravity, and fome on a fudden a- 
vouch'd that they faw a p91ar of fire between 
him and the cadee, which was pi^efently carried 
throQgh the whole room, fome of whom who 
ftrondy fancy'd it, vowed and fwore it, and the 
reft uedfaftly beheving it, the report mn with- 
out the lean probability of being ftopt, and Sa- 
batai returned to his houfe triumph^t, wanting 
no other miracle to confirm the faith of the cre- 
dulous multitude. From Smyrna he went to- 
wards Conftantinople, where the Jews hearing 
their Mefliah was near, prepared to receive him 
with the fame joy, as had been exprefled in other 
places. The Grand Vizier being then at Con- 
ftantinople, and having heard much of this im- 
poftor, and the diforder and madnefs he had raifed 
among the Jews, fent two boats, while the Saic 
that brought him lay wind-bound, with com- 
mand to bring him priforier to the Port, where 
Sabatai being come, was committed to the moft 
loathfome and darkeft dungeon in the city, there 
to fcmain in expcftation of the Vizier's further 
femtence. This fcvere treatment nothing dif- 
couraged the Jews, but they became as mad at 
Conftantinople as at other places, and paid him 
thi fame rcipefb in the dungeon, as if he had 

been 
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been upon the fubfime throne of Judah. Here 
he contfamed about two months, and then was 
fent prifoner to the Dardanelh', which being a 
better air and place, the Jews ftiil interpreted in 
his fayoury and ilock'd in great numbers to the 
caftle, not only from the neighbouring places^ 
but adJb from Pobuid, Germany, Venice, Am- 
fterdim^ and other phces where the Jews rcftdcd. 
Which great conconrik of the Jews, caufed the 
"Turks n^ otAj to raife the prices of their pro- 
vifions and lod^ngs, but they refufed to admit 
any to the pretence of Sabatai, under the price 
cf ibmetimes fr^e, fofnetimes ten dollars, more 
or lefs as they guefled at the ability or zeal of 
the perfon ; by which exceffive gain to the 
Turkic no compdaints or advites were fent to 
Adrlancmle^ either of the concourfe or arguments 
of the Jews in that place, but rather h^ all ci- 
viUties and liberties sQbwM them, which fur* 
ther enfnared this poor people in the belief of 
their Mefflah. 

But bv (bmc means or other, the Grand Sig« 
nior haymg received information of the extrava- 
gant nuidnefs of the Jews, and the pretences of 
babatai, he grew big with defires to fee him ; 
who was no fooner brought to Adrianople, but 
he was carried the fame hour before the Grand 
Signior. Sabatai now appeared mucli dejeded, 
and utterly iallen from that courage which he 
had difcovered upon other occafions. The Sul- 
tan at firft fight demanded a miracle of him, to 
prove he was the Meiliah, which was, * li he 
^ found him invulnerable againft the arrows of 
^ archers that he (hould appoint to (hoot at him, 
* then he woukl believe him / but Sabatai not . 

having 
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having faith enough to ftand fo iharp a trial, con- 
fefTed he was a Jew, and had no privilege or vir- 
tue above the reft of that nation. However the 
Grand Signior knowing he vns guilty of high 
treafon, in faying he was to take the crown from 
the Crand Signior, and to lead him captive in 
chains \ he told him his crime could hot be ex- 
piated without becoming a Mahometan convert^ 
which if he refufed to do, the ftake was ready at 
the palace gate to impale him to death. Saba-* 
tai being now reduced to his laft fhift, anfwered 
with great chearfulnds, * That he was content 
^ to turn Turk, and that it was not of force but 
' of choice, having been a long time defirous of 
* (o glorious a profeflion.' Andnere was the non 
plus ultra of all the blufter and noife that was 
raifed through the greateft part of the world a- 
bout thb impoftor. 

In the year of our Lord 448, in the reign of 
the emperor Theodofius the younger, a certain 
Jewifli impoftor appeared in the infulary king- 
dom of Canidia, who faid he was the prophet 
Mofes, and promifed .the Jews, who were in 
great numbers in that kingdom, to lead them 
through the fca dry-foot, without the help of 
veflels, as he had done their forefathers, under 
the reign of Pharoah king of £gypt, and de- 
livered them from fervitude. He faid he was the 
fame prophet Mofes, whom God had fent from 
heaven to be their conduftor, to repoflcfs them 
of the ancient and pleafant land of their inheri- . 
tance. Thefc things he daily inculcated, and 
aOigned a time for their departure out of that 
ifland into Paleftine, by which artifice he got 
great fums of money from them. When the 

prefixt 
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prefixt time of their dei^arture was come, he lead, 
them to the fea-fide, and commanded thofe that 
were neareft the fen, to call thcmfelvca into it 1 
and fuch waa the folly and blindnefs of many of 
themi that they obeyed him, and threw them- 
felvea into the wavea : fome of which were cha-< 
ritably faved by fiihermea that took them into 
their veiTeU, who called to the rell that were 
aihore, not to precipitate themfclvea into ruin, 
by which the reft of thefe mifemblc crcaturea 
were faved. The impoftor dole away, and made 
bia efcape. However, thia inipollure fo ojKned 
the eyea of feveral of thefc poor creutureii, that 
thev embraced chriiliiu^ity. UU, 

Andrifcua waa a perfun of obfcure birth and 
mean condition in Macedoiua, having no better 
way to get a poor livelihood than by day-lal)our \ 
yet havij)g tlie confidence to call himfelf Philip, 
the fon of king Perfeua, whom he fomewhat re- 
fembled in hia countenance, he had foon power 
to raifo a great army i fur fome, tho' they did 
not believe it, yet iii hatred of the Romans com- 
plied with hin), who at tuft was lb fucccftiful as 
to overthrow a Roman prtetor \ but at laft was 
conquered by Mctellua, led u\ chaina to Rome, 
and there expofed to the contempt, fcorn and de* 
riiion of the people. Lipf A4mt. 

Demetriua Soter, king of Aflyria, making 
\n'ar upon the people of Antioch, who knowing 
themfelvea unable to withftand fo great a power 
aa he waa able to bring againft them, ailifted 
themfelvea by thia proje*St. I'hey found out a 
pcrfoj) of bale extraftion, but one that had af- 
iurance enough to undertake any thing he was 
put upoji \ him tht y cdrefled by the name <>f 

Vol. IJ. 1) Alex- 
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Alexander, fon of Antiochus, and told him it 
was now high time to look after his father's 
kingdom of Syria. He took the hint, and thro* 
the hatred the people bore to Demetrius, with 
the love of changing mafters, Alexander was ee- 
nerally followed, and his intereft efpoufed. He 
mdmired his own grandeur, and the troops that 
obeyed him ; fought with Demetrius, and not 
#nlv defeated him, but killed him on the fpot, 
and by that means eot the quiet pofleffion of the 
whole kingdom of Syria ; which he kept almoft 
ten years, and then abandoning himfelf to all 
kind of wickednefs, he was fallen upon by the 
young fon of Demetrius, overcome and killed. 
Jujiifi. Hijl. 

Baldwin VIII. earl of Flanders, and emperor 
of Conftantinople, falling in a battle againft the 
Bulgarians, twenty years after his death, there 
ftarte up one Bernardus Rainfus of Campania, 
who reported himfelf to be the emperor, that 
had been long kept a prifoner ; but now having 
got his liberty, came to demand his empire. 
Tho' his original was known, yet he gave tliat 
country abundance of trouble, till being cited be- 
fore Lewis VIII. king of France, and unable to 
anfwer fuch queftions as were propounded to 
him, he was fent away with the ignominious 
charafter of an impoftor. After which being 
feized for endeavouring to raife commotions in 
Burgundy, he was fent prifoner to Joanna, coun- 
tefs of Flanders, by whofe command he was 
ftrangled. Ltpf Ex. Pol. 

Lambert Simnel, the fon of a fhoemaker, was 
inftru^d by one Richard Simond, a prieft, to 
call himfelf 5dwrard carl of Warwick, lately 

efcapcd 
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cfcaped out of prifon, both of them being of 
equal years and flature. And having got into 
Irebuid with his tutor, he there gave fuch a fair 
colour and glofs to his pretences, that not only 
the Lord Thomas Fitz-Gerald, earl of Kildare, 
and deputy of Ireland, but many others of the 
nobility credited his relation ; and more efpeciallv 
thofe that had a kindnefs for the houfe of York 
were ready to join him, and already faluted 
young Sinmel as king : and to give feme kind of 
reputation to the impoftor, they fent into Flan- 
ders to the lady Margaret, fifter to the late king 
Edward, dcfiring aid and aiTifhuice from her. 
That lady, as a Yorkift, and enemy to the houfe 
of Lancafter, tho' flic knew him to be a cheat, 
promifed them her affiftance. Simnel was pro- 
claimed king of England, and with a company 
of beggarly unarm'd Irifh failed into England, 
and landed at the pile of Fowdray in LancaiOiire. 
He fought king Henry YU. at a village called 
Stoke, near Newark upon Trent, where 4000 
of his men being flain, and the reft put to flight, 
young Lambert, and his maftcr Simon the prieft, 
were both taken prifoncrs, and had their lives 
given them ; Lambert, becaufe he was but a 
child, and therefore might eafily be impofed up- 
on, and Simond becaufe he was a prieft. Lam- 
bert was taken into the king's kitchin to be a 
turnfpit, and was afterward made one of the 
king's falconers. The prieft wras committed to 

Ehibn, and was never heard of afterwards. Pcr- 
in Warbeck was another impoftor in the fame ' 
reign ; but being taken, was expofed, and after- 
wards hang'd. ////?. Eng. 

D 2 John 
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John Buckhold, alcadcr of the Anabaptife, was 
a butcher in Leydcn,and being fucccfeful in fomc 
encounters, June 24, 1534, wasj by his giddy re- 
bellious followers, made king of Muhftcr, and 
inveftcd with all the regalia of fupreme autho- 
rity. Having hereupon immediately degraded the 
twelve counicUors of ftate, he cohftituted a vice- 
roy, a comptroller of his hou(hold, four Huiffers, 
or common cryers, a nobleman, a chancellor, 
cup-bearer, carvers, tafters, mafter-builders, and 
difpofed of all other oiKces as princes ufe to do. 
Some of his kingly robes were made famptuous 
with the gold of the ornaments, which facrilcgc 
had furnifli'd him with. His fpurs were gilt with 
gold, and he had two crowns of folid gold, and 
a fcabbard of the fame metal. His foepter was 
adom'd with three golden incirculations, and his 
titles were, king of Jufticc, and king of the 
New Jerufalcm. He had many queens, allowed 
pluralitv of wives to all his followers, and took 
as mucn ftate upon him as anv potentate in the 

' world ; but the city being all this time bcficgcd, 
and the inhabitants almoft famiihM to death, he 
was betrayed by one of his followers ; the city 

' was delivered up into the pofleffion of the bifhop, 

' with the mock king himfelf, who being broiiglit 
to the place of execution, was feftncd to afkkc, 
and pulled peace-meal by two executioners, with 
pincers red hot out of the fire. The firft pains 
he felt he fuppreflcd, at the fccond he implored 

^ God's mercy. For a whole hour was he pulled 
and dilacerated with thofe inftruments ; and at 
length, fomcwhat to haftcn his death, he was 
run through with a fword. His companions fuf- 
//ered the (amc puhifhment, and bore it with 

great 
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great courage ; all whofe carcafes were put into 
baskets, and hung out of the tower of St. Lam- 
bert. RoJ. View, of Relig. 

One Matthew Ryan, who was taken at Wa- 
terford, and tranfmitted to Kilkenny, betne 
charged with feveral robberies committed in that 
county, was tried, on the 2Sth of July 1740, 
at the affizes there. When he was apprehended, 
he pretended to be a lunatic, ftript himfelf in the 
goal, threw away his doaths, and could not be 
perfuaded to put them on again, but went naked 
to the court to take his trial. He then afFeded to 
be dumb, and would not plead ; on which the 
judges of tfte affize ordered a jury to be impa- 
nelled, to. enquire and give their opinion, whe- 
ther he was wilfully dumb and lunatic, or by the 
Iiand of God ; who in a ihort time returned, and 
brought in: their verdift, * Wilful and afFeSed. 
* dumbnefe and lunacy.' Upon this the judges 
again dcfu-od the prifoner to plead, which by 
figns he refufod ; notwithftanding which, they, 
in: their great compaf&on* indulged him till the 
Monday following. But he ftill perfifting in his 
obftinacy, the court then ordered him to be 
pFefied to death ; and the fentence was accord- 
ii^ly executed on him the Wednefday following j 
but before he expired, he moft earneftly intreat- 
*cd to be hang'd, which was refufed him. 
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CHAP. LXVI. 

Of imprecations^ and the folly and danger 
of ufing them. 

IF men that are fo prodigal in fcattcring im- 
precations and curfes' upon all they are dif- 
pleafed at, yrould take time to confider what they 
are about before they difgorge them, they would 
certainly be afhamed of the folly of fuch a prac- 
tice, becaufe no body is hurt by it but them- 
fehrcs ; for curfes, like arrows (hot againft hea- 
ven, fall upon the heads of thofe that throw 
them out, but can never injure the perfons or 
things they arc levelled at. What can be more 
fooliih than for men in common difcourfe to 
make imprecations upon themfelves, to confirm 
the truth of their allertions, which does no more 
than give a handle to their auditors fufpicion ? 
For good men will be believed without them ; 
and ill men can never gain credit, but difparage 
themfelves, by fo frequent venting them, be- 
caufe by fuch bitter afleverations they feem to 
fufped their own reputations. It is alfo for want 
of confideration, and too eafy a compliance with 
a fcandalous and vicious cuftom, that men of 
fenfe in other matters, upon very flight, and 
fometimes no occafion, expofe themfelves to the 
wrath of heaven by calling upon God to damn 
them, if what they lay be falfc, when at the 
fame time tliey know there is no truth in it : 
And wifh they may pcrifli eternally, if they don't 

• do 
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do what they never intend when they fpcak it, 
I fay, how deploruble ii their condition, if hea* 
vcn (houl foy Amen to what they wifh forf 

Three wicked fuborn'd wretcliea falfclv ic- 
cufing NarciiTui, the nioui bifhop of Jeruulemy 
of incontinence, whole viitues were fo confpi- 
cuouif that the^ perceived no body gave credit 
to their allegations, tho^ upon oath > to gain 
credit before the judge*, tney confirm'd what 
they had faid by dreadful imprecation! upon thcm- 
felvci, in the clofe of their evidence. The firft 
added, ^ If what I have faid bo not true, I prav 

* Qod I n)ay be burnt to death.' The fecona, 

* May I peri(h by fon^e loathfome difeafe, if 

* there be any thing falfe in my depofitiona.' 
And the third, * I wifh I may be ftruck blind 

* by fomo Jud^ent from heaven, if the whole 
^ in m\ affidavit be not true.' Thii fcandaloua 
impeacnment, tho* none gave credit to what 
they fo confidently avouched, had fuch an eiTt A 
upon the devout and blamelcft prelate, that ho' 
retir(?d out of hin dioccfe, and betook himfclf to 
a folitary life. But hii perjured accufcrs were 
p\irfued and overtaken by the judice of heaven 
m their exemplary puniibment : For the firft, 
agreeably to his with, having his houfo fet on fire, 
by fome unknown accident, he and hit family 
were confumed in the flames. The fecond lan- 

Sii(h'd to death, under an incurable difeafe 1 and 
third feeing the difmal fate that attended hit 
brethren in iniquity, confeflcd the whole contri- 
vance, and wept fo exceilively, for the injury 
they had done the good biihop, that he utterly 
loft the ufe of his eyes. KuJMm. 

D 4 Kang 
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King tdward the Confeflbr was vety fenlible 
that the greateft troubles of his reign came from 
(jcdwin earl of Kent and his fons, yet he was 
rcconciKd to them ; but tho' he forgave them, 
i: fecms heaven would not. For the earl being 
at dinner with the king on Eafter-funday, a dif- 
courfc arifing about the death of prince Alfred, 
in which it was fufpefled that he was acceflary, 
t'le earl, to purge himfelf from that crime, wifh'd 
if he was guilty of it, that the next bit of bread 
he eat might choak him : And fo it happened, 
for the next morfel he attempted to fwallowwas 
his death. Hiji. Eng, 

King Henry 1. of England, fent an embaflador 
to Edgar king of Scotland, defiring he might 
Ifeive his fiijer Mathilda to wife, who had de- 
voted herfelf to God in a fingle life ; and Edgar 
being unwilling and afraid to difoblige him, mar- 
ried her to him againft her confent, or rather 
by compulfion ; who then prayed to God, that 
none of thoft children might profper that' (hould 
be born in that wedlock > and it happened ac- 
cording to the wifh. For duke William and the 
princefi Mary his fiftcr, with a retinue of a hun- 
dred and fifty men and women, were all caft 
ajwray in a ftorm at fea, in their paflagc between 
Barfleet and England. Polyd. Virg. 

A young man in Newburgh purpofing to wafli 
Himfelf, his mother in a great rage oppofed his 
dcfign ; but he being refolved upon it, paid little 
regard to his mother's words, who continuing 
her anger, faid, * If thou wilt go, I pray God 
* thou mayft never return again to me alive.* 
Nor did he, for as foon as he entcr'd the water 
i;e was drown'd. Lonic. Theatr. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Sally, near Goudhurft in the county 
of Kent, being mounted on horfeback, in order 
to ride a hunting, his fether faid, * Pray, fon, 

* take another horfe, and let that reft, oecaufe 

* you know he is to be rid a great journey fpec- 

* dily.* But feeing he could not prevail witli 
his fon to take another, he fell into a great paf- 
fion, which vented itfelf in this imprecation, • If 

* thou wilt ride him in fpight of my teeth, \ 
*' pray God he may throw thee, and break thy 

* neck.' The fon rode away, his father follow- 
ed him to the gate, and looking a little after 
him, faw the hoife ftart, throjv his rider, and 
killed him in his father's fight. Vitw of Ktnt. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 

Of imprudence and overftgbts in words 
and anions. 

IN all human affairs, fmall matters have often- 
times great efFefts, which not being regarded 
in the confequence, are irreparable in the end. 
Where one abfurdity is committed, others will 
ncceflarily follow j therefore men fhould be al- 
ways upon their guard : for being in nature fub- 
jeA to miftakes, errors and oveHlghts, we can- 
not be too cautious in forefeeing and preventing 
a misfortune, that, when it happens, is never to 
to be remedied. Time, 'tis poflible, may be fo 
indulgent to fome men, as to favour them with 
an opportunity to repair their overfights ; vet fo 
much has depended upon feeming trivial miftakes, 
and the weightieft affairs have been fo diforder'd 
by them, that the greateft diligence afterwards 
could never make amends for them. 

At the fiege of Perugia, a city of Hetruria, 
now in Ombria, in the ecdefiaftical ftate, when 
the place was as good as taken, and nothing to 
hinder the entrance of the enemy, but^ a chain 
laid crofs the gate, the foldier that was cutting 
it afunder, cried to the reft that preiled upon 
him, ' Give back, give back,' only that he 
might have room to fetch the greater ftroke at 
ihc chain. This being miftakcn for a word of 
command, the army that were ready to enter 
tbe dt/i apprehending tho'C was fome new dan- 
ger 
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ser difcovcrcd before them* retreated in fuch con- 
fufion and precipitation, that the city was pre- 
ferved by that fatal lucky milbke. Hcyiyn's 
Ofmg. 

Pompey the Great being prcfcnt at a facrificCf 
where beaft« being killed for that fcrvicc, hia 
doaths chanced to be fniearcd with their blood* 
upon which he fcnt them home, and put on 
others. But bin wife Julia feeing her husband** 
garments bloody, and none being at hand that 
could tell how it happened, (lie apprehended that 
fome mifchief had befallen him, and immediately 
fell into a fwoon and died, yaltr. Max. 

In the midft of that bloody battle at Cannae, 
chat was fought between the Romans and the 
Carthaginian general Plannibal, there happened 
this fatal miitake, viz. L. v^milius Paulus the 
conful being wounded, his horfe threw him, 
which being feen by many foldiers in that co- 
hort, they prcfently difinounted to aflift the con- 
ful on foi^t, and to fet him on horfehack again 
at the firft opportunity. The nd of the Roman* 
cavalrv perceiving what was done in the front, 
thougnt it had been by command from their fu- 
perior officer, fo that all followed their example, 
and difmountcd to fight on foot with their com- 
panions \ and Hannibal falling upon them at that 
advantage, won the (zreatefl vidWy that ever he 
obtained againft the Konians \ and had his future 
condudl been as prudent an his victory was great, 
he might have entcr'd Roinc itfcif with little 
oppofition, for the Romans expcftcd nothing 
lefs. ?lut. hi Fohlo. 

Lartes Tolumnius, king of the Vicntine«, 

playing at dice with anrthcr pcrfon, rj.d b;iving 

D C a lucky 
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a luckv throw, faid in merriment to his antago- 
nift, Uccidej which was no more than if he had 
faid, * Now kill or beat me if ydir can\ At 
which inflant of time the Roman embaffadora 
coming in to tranfaft fome afFairs with the king, 
hi^ guards miftaking the king's pieaning, and re- 
gaVding the word Decide as a command for them 
to execute, which in truth was but a word fpoken 
in jeft to the other gamefter, fell upon the em- 
. bafladors, and killed them. Zuing, Theatr. 

Julianus, firnamed Hofpitor, returning one 
fnbrning very early to his houfe, with a purpofe 
fo take his rcpofe, found his father and mother 
faft afleep in the fame bed, where his wife and 
he were accuftomed to lodge j and being a little 
troubled with jealoufy, imagined that his wife 
was falfe, and was in bed with her gallant, who 
la^ aflccp by her \ whereupon, without examin-* 
jnjg further into the matter, killed his father and 
piother by an unhappy miftake. Ibid, 

Arnulphus the emperor laying fiege to the 
chief city of Rome, it happened that a hare be- 
ing ftarted in the camp, and taking its way to- 
wards the city, a confidcrable number of foldiera 
purfued her, with great noife and fhouting, which 
icing ktn by the Romans that were upon the 
walls, they thought the befiegers were refolved 
to make a defperatc afTault ; and were fo over- 
come with fear, tl)at they abandoned the walls 
and works, and run into the city for fafety, 
which the enemy obferving, made ufe of the ad- 
vantage, and took the city with little oppofition* 
Fitzherb. of Reiig. and Policy, 

King Edward 11. a prince more weak than 
wicked,^ being depofed by his fubjefts, and h\xv^ 

ricd 
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ried from one prifon to another, was at laft 
brought back again to Berkley caftle in GIouce«» 
fterfliire, and there barbaroufly murdered. Some 
write that Adam de Torleton, bifhop of Here- 
ford, by a dark and ambiguous fentence of Latin» 
inftigated the murderers ta haften the execution 
in thefe words: EJvardum occldert nolitt tirmri 
bonum ejl ;- which muft be either read, ' Do not 

* kill Ed^vard, it is good to fear him i* or, * Do 

* not fear to kill Edward, it is a good 2A* 
It was intepreted in the latter fenfe, and coft the 
king his life. The execution being over, the 
murderers, Gourny and Matrevers, apply them- 
fclves to the bifhop for a reward 5 but found bin* 
readier to accufe their ignorance, for mifconftru- 
ing his Latin, than to own the fervicc, for you 
fee he had fo contrived it, that at once he ex*- 
cited them to it, and conbealed an excufe for 
hhnfelf. Hiji. Engl. 

Sir Henry Wotton travelling through Ger- 
many on his embafly into Italy, diverted himfclf 
fometime at Augulta, where being known as a 
p^rfon of great ingenuity and learning, was de- 
lircd by Chriftopher Flecamore to write a fen-' 
tence in his Albo, a paper-book which feveral 
German gentlemen carry with them for that 
purpofe. Sir Henry complying with his requeft, 
^ took his hint from a difcouife that had been in 
the company, to write a witty definition of an 
embaflador in thefe words. Legatus eft v'lr bonuSy 
peregre tnijjus^ ad mentiendum reipublica: caufgg. 
Which Sir Henry defign'd fhould have been tn- 
gliih'd after this iHanncr ; ' An embaflador is a 

* good man, fcnt to lie abroad for the benefit of 

* his country.' But the word lie (being the 

hinge 
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hinge upon which the witticifm fliould turn) 
was not fo expreiled in Latin, as would allow 
of lb fair a conftru^on as Sir Henry intended 
it in Engliih, and as he explained it to the com- 
pany. However, it lay undifturbM among other 
fentences in the Albo, for the fpace of eight 
vears ; and then, by an ill &tc, Ming into the 
nands of that peevifh, malicious Jefuit Gafper 
Schioppius, who was at the fame time engaged 
in a religious controverfy againft king James L 
prints this conceit as a principle of religion main- 
tam'd by king James and 'his embaflador Sir 
Henry Wotton, who was then in that charafier 
at Venice, where the malicious Romanifts caufed 
it to be painted in glafs windows to reproach the 
embaflador. This at length coming to the know- 
ledge of king James, he look'd upon it as a piece 
of great indifcretion in Sir Henry, for which he 
was much difpleafed with him. But Sir Henry 
writing two incomparable ingenious and eloquent 
apologies, one dedicated to king James, and the 
other to the chief magiftrates of Augufta, which 
{eX the matter in its true light, it put an end to 
that difcourfe abroad and at home. King James 
was pleafed to fay, upon reading of the apology, 
that Sir Henry Wotton had made a fufficient 
commutation and plenary fatisfa£lion, for a greater 
offence than the Jefuit had malicioufly accufed 
him of. His Life by If IValton^ 

What a great piece of imprudence was com- 
mitted by Lewis XL king of France, who was 
one of the greateft politicians that ever filled the 
throne ? He being at war with his own brothers 
Charles duke of Normandy, Francis duke of Bri- 
tany, and Charles duke of Burgundy, and de- 
I furing 
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firing to feparate Burgundy from the other tw9| 
agreed to a treaty in a town of his called Peronnet 
and went thither without an army, or fo much 
an hit guards \ and the duke feeing his enemy in 
his power, and hearing that Liege was revolted^ 
made the king a prifoncr, and refufcd to releafe 
lum till Liege was reftorcd to him, and the king 
had confcnted to fomc very hard conditions in 
favour of his confederates, againft whom the 
treaty was defisned, and then he Rave the king 
his liberty. ^lh\% was fuch a conipTication of in- 
difcretions and overfights, as fcarce any aee af- 
fords us its parallel. Fitzhirb, Rilig. and Policy* 

The duke d'Ofluna, viceroy of Naples, the 
beft government the king of Spiun has for a fub- 
je£t, was, upon fomc private information, dif- 
mii&d from that employment ( and being qomo 
to court to give an account of his government, 
being forely alflidted with the gout, he held his 
fword in his hand inftcad of a cane, which tho 
king being offended at, turn*d his fuce upon him 
and went away \ which the duke taking as a 
contempt, was heard to mutter thcfe wordsi 
^ This it is to ferve boys.' 7'his coming to the 
king's knowledge, the duke was fent prifoncr to 
a monaftery, where he continued fomc years, 
andsrowing fick, had liberty to retire to his 
houfe at Madrid, where he died foon after. 
Hmtlh Liitirs. 

Mr. Noy was a man of afFctSled moroflty, 
which rendered him unapt to flatter other men, 
but made himfclf the mod liable to be fluttered 
that can be imasin*d. He was made attoi ih7- 
general to king Charles L in a very fickle fcafon, 
when complaints run high about gricvanccM, and 

a(|;ain{l 
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againfr encroaehraents of the prerogative, t\'hich 
required a perfon in that office to be very mode- 
rate in his advices^ one that would make it his 
bufmefs to cool and not' inflame controverfies \ 
but the great men at court extolling his judg- 
ment, and. admiring his parts, he thought he 
could not give the world a greater proof of them, 
how much he excelled other men in the know- 
ledge of the law, than by maintaining that to be 
law, which all other men believed not to be fo. 
So h? moulded, framed and purfued the odious 
and abominable projeft of fbap, and drew up and 
prepared with his own hand the writ for (hip- 
money ; both which remain to pofterity the laft- 
ing monuments of his imprudence. Clarcftdon^s 
Hiji. Rebellion. 

' Thomas Ruthal bifhop of Durham, and one 
of the privy council to Henry VIII. was em- 
ployed by that king to draw up a brief of the pre- 
fcnt ftate of the kingdom, which having per- 
formed with great diligence and exadnds, he 
caufed it to be fairly written and bound up in. 
vellum y but being miftaken with the likenefs of 
the cover, and the manner of binding, inflread of 
giving the book that was intended for the king, 
he prefented his majcfly with another book, con- 
taining an account of life own eftatc, amounting 
to the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds, 
which in thofe days being almoft m incre- 
dible fum, and the book being delivered by 
the king into the hands of cardinal Wolfey, wh^ 
owed the bifhop an ill turn, he was pleafcd with 
the miftake, and told the king, if he had occa- 
fion for a vaft fum of money he knew where to 
fupply him, and then informed him of the bi- 

Oiop's 
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fl)op*8 ovcrfight i which foon poming to the* hi- 
(hop's knowledge, it fo furprized him with (fasuno 
that he fell fick and died. FkUfr*s ff^orthus.^ 

The like imprudent accident befel Wilmot, 
earl of Rochefter, in the time vof King Charles 
II, who having writ a poem upon the court la- 
dies, which was much commended for its wit % 
the king defired a fight of it, and that lord over- 
haftily complying with his commands, inftead of 
eiving the king the verfes upon the ladies, gave 
nim a fatire he had made upon the king himfelf } 
which the king fo refented, that he banifh'd him 
the court, and fcarce ever fmilcd upon him after- 
wards. Sfi his poems printed after his death. 

Enguarrand of Marigny, a ftatefman of pro- 
fotmd abilWcs,- was principal comptroller of- the 
finances, in the reign of Philip the Fair j for 
which being . called to account, and feverely but 
unjuftly profecuted by his fucceffor Charles of 
Valois, by an unexcufable rafhnefs and Indifcre- 
tion threw away his life : For Charles, with an 
angry countenance demandmg of him what wai 
become of the late king's treafure, he anfwered, 

• You, Sir, had a great fhare of it, and the reft 

• was laid out in the king's affairs by his order \* 
whereupon the prince told him he v^ras a liar, and 
that reproach putting Enguarrand into a paifionj 
he imprudently repliwl, * By Godi Sir, tis you 

• that are the liar ;' for which indecent behaviour 
to his prince, he ended his life upon a gallows at 
Montfaucon, which himfelf had caufed to be e- 
redied, when he was at the height of his autho- 
rity. 

Mr. Thomas Fuller, a man of great wit, ac- 
cording to the ftandard of thofe times, and whofe 
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great fault was, that he would rather lofe his 
friend' than his jeft, having made a diflich of 
verfes upon a fcolding wife, a nobleman, who 
was his great benefa£lor, hearing them repeated, 
defired Mr. Fuller to oblige him with a copy of 
them; to whom he very imprudently, though 
vi^ittily replied, * *Tis needlefs to give your lord- 
• (hip a copy of them, for you have the original/ 
Which fo offended the nobleman, who allowed 
him. an exhibition while he was under fequeftra- 
tion, and the free ufe of his houfe and table, that 
be withdrew his charity, denied him accefs to his 
perfon, and gave Mr. Fuller caufe to repent his 
imprudence. 
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Of impudence and Jhamelejfnefs. 

IMpudence is not a paffion, but a certain vice 
which contemns (hame, and oftentimes glory 
too, that never flops at any thing that tends to 
its own advantage. When a man has bid adieu 
toTHodefty, there is nothing fo unmanly or inde- 
cent but he will venture upon \ and nothing fo 
high or great that his impudence dares not pre* 
tend a tide to. 

Richard III. laying dcflgns when he was pro- 
teftor, to ufurp the crown of England, in pre- 
judice of his nephew King Henry V. he and his 
council ordered Dr. Shaw, brother to Shaw at 
that time lord mayor of London, to preach at 
St ISfaul's Crols, and in bis fermoa to acquaint. 

the 
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the people, that king Edward was never lawfullv 
married to his queen, and by confequence that his 
children were all baftards. Moreover, that nei- 
ther King Edward himfelf, nor the duke of Cla- 
rence, were reckoned by thofe that were of fe- 
crecv in the family, to be the duke of York's 
children ; but, fays he, this noble prince the lord 
protestor, is his father's own pi^ure, the plain 
and exprefs likenefs of that noble duke. At the 
rehearfing of thefe words, as the plot was laid, 
the protector ihould have come in, that the words 
meeting with his prefence, the people might have 
been more affe£led with them ; but whether by 
the flowncfs Of the protcdor's coming, or the 
doctor's too much hailei that fentence was over 
before he came : Nevertbelefi, when the dofior 
fpied his lordfhip coming into the audience, he 
abruptly broke off from the matter he vi^as upon 
SO repeat the former words, ^ This is the noble 
* prince, (^c»* But the people were fo far from 
crying out King Richard, as 'twas hoped they 
would, that they flood as people without fenfii 
and motion, being all amazed to hear the preacher 
fo (hamefully abufe the facred fundUon, as to 
make it ftoop to intrigues of ftate, and prop up 
a tyrant's title to the prejudice of an infant (6- 
vcrcign. Hiji. Engl. 

Sha Abbas, king of Perfia, had a concubine, 
who pamper'd her luft to fuch an extravagant 
height* that complaining of her good man's in- 
abilities to fatisfV her, petitioned that (he might 
have additional help to allay her heat, whofe im- > 
pudent rcqueft being taken into confideration, and 
phlebotomy being thought too weak a remedy 
for fo extraordinary a difeafe, an aflinego was al- 

figied 
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iigned her, who . had "sl provocative potion given 
Kkn for that purpofe, which fo much heated the 
beaft^ that he, in the forced conjun£)ion, both 
fatiated and killed her. Herb. Trav. 

The Morynaei, a fort of people of Pontus, in 
the eaftem parts of Aiia, gloried in their fliame, 
and made it their common pra£Uce to lie with 
their women in the open ftrccts by day-light, and 
generally for that purpofe made choice of the 
moft frequented places^ that they might not 
wont the pleafure of having fpe£btors of their 
immod^ftyr Diodor. SicuL 

C. Fimbria, an audacious, proud and feditious 
Romany had fo large a fhare of impudence that 
there was no>'crime fo heinous but he durft at- 
tempt-it/. He-ilew^ChUHis, and at the folemni- 
zatioH of the funeral : of Caius Marius,. caufed a 
hdy perfon, dedicated to religion, to be wounded 
in the breafl: with a fword, and being informed 
thai: the wound was not mortal, gave him public 
n(>tic6, thftt on fuch a day. he woidd impeach him 
of a notorious crime before the people. Before 
the day of hearing came, all Rome were amazed 
to think of what mifdemeanor he would accufe 
fo good and great a man as the high prieft. The 
day prefixed being came. Fimbria appears, and, 
with an unparalleled impudence, accufes the 
high prieft as guilty of a mortal crime, becaufe 
h« did not receive the fword far enough into his 
body to kill him; Zuhg. Theat. 

Demochares, among others, was fent*on an 
embafly from the republic of Athens to Philip 
king of Macedon, who gave them a favourable 
audience, and difmifTed them with this compli- 
ment : ' Tell me, you Athenians, faid the king, 

* if 
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* if there be an^ thing further wherein I am ca- 

* |)iibl«of (hewing my rofpedU to the AlJi«titiin8.' 
Dcmocharea replieJy ^ Yc3, Sir, there is one thing 

* remaining which if yon pleafe to do, you wiH 

* infinitely oblige the Athenians* and that i«, that 
^ you will pleaio to hong jrouriblf/ An hifoKnt 
benaviour to fo great a niuice ( however, Philip 
knowing the maa and hiti maiuiers, flighted hi» 
worda, tnd having commAnded liiin to ittirCf 
faid to hia colleague*, ^ You may teU the Atlie* 

* niaiu, that they who :givo themfelvca the li- 

* bcrty to talk fo grofly, arc a much prouder 
^ and a more lU-nattircd people tlian they who 

* cttJi receive fuch affronta without refcnttnent.' 

A courtier who woa taken notice of for no- 
thing; but hia hnpudence In begging, defired Ar- 
chelaua king of Maccdon, aa he was fitting at 
Aipperi' to give him the gold cup out of which 
ho drank himfclf : The king admiring at hia in* 
folencc, who had no merit to recommend him- 
felf to any royal favour, commanded one of his 
fervanta in waiting to take the cup and give it to 
Kuripidea, who fat at the table with the king ; 
and cafting an eye of difdain on the impudent 
pcrCoix that had l)egg'd it, faid, ^ As fur your 

* part, Sir, you dclerve to go without my boun- 
^ tyt beoaufe you aak*d it \ but Euripides dcforves 

* to be rewarded, who, out of modcfty, asks 

* nothing of me.' Ptniarch^t A4irals. 
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CHAR LXIX. 

-Of indtfirj and diligence in bufinefs. 

AS idleneis is the ruft and bane of all human 
virtues, {o on the contrary, induftry and 
diligence in bufinefs are conquerors in all difficul- 
ties i 'tis that which fweetens labour, and gives 
fatisfii£Uon as well as profit in the accomplifh- 
ment of what is undertaken* When men work 
at their play, and play with their work, they in- 
vert the order of nature, as well as the divine 
command \ and mufl exped, in the fequel, to 
he defpifed, becaufe thev have laboured in vain, 
and pky'd the fool with themfelves, in negled- 
ing, when they had it in their power, to fecure 
to themfelves a comfortable fubfiflence. Among 
the Athenians and ancient Romans there was a 
law, that exa£led an account from every man, 
how he maintained himfelf and &mily > and if 
unable to give a fatis£i£lory anfwer, they were 
immediately banifhM with reproach, as vermin 
that devoured what thev had no right to, in be- 
ing unprofitable excrefcences, that contributed 
nothing towards the tranquility of the public. 
*Ti8 true we have no fuch law among us, but 
yet they are punifhed as bad ; for when men fee 
others feed high, wear good cloaths, and have 
neither eflate or employment to fupport it, they 
fly upon their reputations, and lay them irre- 
coverably under the fufpicion of cheats, thieves, 
robbers or coiners ^ for all men muft, fay they, 

have 
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have fome way of living, and where a good one 
is not vifible, an ill one will be prefumcd. Where- 
as induftry is always attended with a generous 
charadler. 

An induftrious Roman, named Crefm, who 
lived at a more plentiful rate, and had bettor 
crops than his neighbours who lived on the fame 
foil, was accufed by the poorer fort, that he 
inchanted his grounds, fields and gardens, for 
otherwife, faid the^, 'tis impoffible he fliould 
have a more plentiful increafe than we have, 
who fow the fame feeds, and employ the fame 
ground, and yet live in extreme poverty. Crefin 
made but a (hort defence for himfelf, and that 
was in (hewing an able-bodied daughter, inured 
to pains and labour, and all his carts, plows, 
oxen, and utenfils of husbandry \ faying, * Here, 
' moft noble judges, are all the magical arts- 
and inchantments ufed by Crefin ; and if my 
neighbours and accufers would take the fame 
care and pains in employing thofe creatures 
and implements that my daughter and I do, 
thev might have the fame increafe, and live as 
well ; but they muft not expert that floth and 
idlenefs will procure them riches.' Pliny* s 
Nau Hi ft. 

A young man named Cleanthes, whofe foul 
was greater than his fortune, afpiring after know* 
ledge, but wanting wherewithal to fupply his 
neceffities, while he attended the lectures of 
Ariftippus the famous philofopher, fupplied his 
wants by this projeft ; In the night he carried 
water and fold it to fuch families as ftood in need 
of it, and then allowing himfelf but little fleep, 
employ'd the day in hearing Ariftippus, Being fo 

poor 
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poor that he was unable to furnifh himfelf with 
paper, he wrote what he learned of his mafter up- 
on the dry -d bones of cattle, broken pieces of pots 
and flates ; and by this method ftruggling in the 
night againft extreme indigence, and in the day- 
time againft an unwilling ignorance, at length 
he became an eminent philofopher, and a cele- 
brated pleadcn Lip/tus. 

Elfred king 6f the Weft Saxons divided the 
-Axy and night into three equal parts ; eight hours 
whereof he emfrfoyed in reading, meditation, 
and afts of piety and devotion ; eight more in 
his own neceffary accommodations in relation to 
his health, repofe, and the bufmefs of his fa- 
mily ; and the other eight m the public affairs 
of the kingdom. And was wont to fay, he had 
no time to wafte in pleafure, nor had he any 
need of recreations ; for he had pleafure enougn 
in the cohfcicntious discharge of his duty, and 
his bufmefs, as a king, was his recreation. Ba^ 
ker*i Chron. 

A gentleman in the county of Surrey, who 
was poflcffed of an eftate in land of about two 
hundred pounds per annum, kept the whole a 
great while in his own hands ; but finding, not- 
withftanding all his care and induftry, that he 
ftill run behind hand, and at length was under 
a neceflity of felling haJf of his eftate to pay his 
debts, he did fo, and lett the reft to a ^rmer, 
by leafe, for one and twenty years, at an annual 
rent, which his tenant thriving upon, and com- 
ing before the expiration of the leafe to pay his 
rent, he asked his landlord, * If he would fell 

* the land he rented of him ?' * Why, faid he, 

* wouWft thou buy it ?* * Yes, fays the farmer. 
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if you are willing to {lart with it* * That's 

very ftrange» faid the landlord ; prithee tell me 

how that (hould come to pafs, that I could 

not live upon twice fo mucli, being my own* 

and yoU| upon one half of it, tho* you pay 

rent for it, are able in left than twenty yearn 

to buy \tV * O, Sir, (aid the fiirmer, a few 

words made the difference ; when any thing 

was to be done, vou £ud, Go and do it, and 

lay in bed, or tooK your oleafure tlie while ; 

but I always faid. Come, let us go and do it, 

and both amfted and faw my bufmefs done my- 

fdf/ Cbitw. Hi/l. C$ll€if. 

When the heads of the univerfity in Oxford 

came to vifit Dr. Reynolds, in a fidcnefs he had 

contracted by his over-great afliduitir in (ludy, 

tliey deflred him to take care of his health, and 

not lofc his life to incrcafe his knowledge. 1 o 

which the good man anfwer'd, * I will not, for 

< the fake of life, deprive niyfclf of the end for 

* which I live.' Claris Mirr. 



CHAP. LXX. 

Of extraordinary jcy^ and the effeUs it has 
produced, 

THE confideration of fomc prcfcnt gooJ, 
and which particuluily belongs to us, be- 
gets in the foul that delight which we call Joy; 
for as foon as our luulcrltamling oLfcrvcs that \vc 
are poflcfs'd of the gaud we dcfir'J, the imagi- 
nation prcfcntly makes i^m^ iniprcflion in the 
Vol. II. E fev^w^ 
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brain, from whence proceeds a motion of the 
fiMifitive foul, and of the (pints, that excite the 
paflion of joy \ of which grateful aftcdtion there 
are feveral degrees. For as various circumftances 
mav intervene, and caufe the foul to be more 
or lefs aiFedled with her fruition of the good (he 
poflTeflfeth ; fo may we diftinguilh various diffe- 
rences of the paffion itfelf j for there n no plea- 
fure or good that we enjoy, but it is mix'd with 
fome ill or inconvenience. 

Something that*8 bitter will arife, 

I'th' midfl of all our jollities. Lucrgtius. 

Our extremeft pleafure has ftill fome air of groan- 
ing and complaining In it, and generally the 
moft profound joy has more of feverity than 

5' Aiety in it, unlefs it be difcreetlj^ moderated. 
pfa falicitaSf fe niji temperate premit. It proves 
fatal to us when it grows into excefs. 

Being lately in France, and returning in coach 
from Paris to Rouen, I lighted upon tne focicty 
of a knowing gentleman, who gave me a rela- 
tion of the following ftory. About an hundred 
years fmce, there was in France one captain 
Coucy, a gallant gentleman of ancient cxtraQ- 
tion, and governor of Coucy caftlc, which is yet 
Handing, and in good repair. He fell in love 
with a voung gentlewoman, and courted her for 
his wife. There was reciprocal love between 
them ; but her parents underihnding it, by way 
of prevention, (hufHed up a forc'd match be- 
tween her and one Mr. Fayel, who was heir to 
a great efbte. Hereupon captain Goucy quitted 
France in difcontent, and went to tlie wars in 

Hun- 
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Hungary againft the Turk, where he received a 
mortal wound near Buda. Being carried to his 
lodgings, he languifh'd four days ; but a little 
before hia death, he fpoke to an ancient fcrvant, 
of whofe fidelity and truth he had had ample 
experience, and told him he had a great bufuicfs 
€0 trufl him with, which he conjur'd him to per- 
form \ which was, that after his death he fhould 
caufe his body to be opened, take out his heart, 
put it into an earthen pot, and bake it to pow- 
der ; then ppt the powder into a handfome box, 
widi the bracelet of hair he had long worn about 
his left wrifl, which was a lock of mademoifellc 
Fayel's hair, and put it amongfl the powder^ 
together with a little note he had written to her 
with his own blood ; and after he had given him 
the rites of burial, to make all the fpced he could 
to France, and deliver the box to mademoifellc 
Fayel. The old fcrvant did as his matter com- 
manded him, and fo went to France ; and com- 
ing one day to monfieur Fayel's houfe, he fud- 
dcnly met him with one of his fervants, who 
knowing him to be captain Coucy's fcrvant, ex- 
amined him ; and finding him timorous, and to 
faulter in his fpeech, he fcarched him, and found 
the faid box in his pocket, with the note whicK 
expreiled what was in it ; then he difmifTcd the 
bearer, with menaces that he fhould come no 
more thither. Monfieur Faycl going in, feiit 
for his cook, and delivered him the powder, 
charging him to make a well-relifh'd difh of it, 
without lofing a jot, for it was a very coflly 
tiling, and commanded him to bring it in hini- 
fclf, after the laft coiirfe at fupper. The cook 
bringing in his difh accordxjigly, monfieur Faycl 
E 2 to^a- 
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commanded all to avoid the room, and began a 
ferious difcourfe with his wife, ' That ever fmce 
^ he had married her, he obferved (he was al- 

* ways melancholy, and he feared fhe was in- 
^ dining to a confumption, therefore he had 

* provided a very precious cordial, which he was 
' well aflured would cure her j' and for that rca- 
fon obliged her to eat up the whole diith ; who 
afterward much importuning him to know what 
it viras, he told her at laft, ' She had eaten Cou- 

* cy's heart ;' and fo drew the box out of his 
pocket, and fhewed her the note, and the brace- 
let In a fudden exultation of joy, fhe with a 
deep-fetch'd figh, faid, * This is a precious cor- 

* dial indeed ;' and fo lick'd the difh, faying, 

* It is fo precious that 'tis pity ever to eat any 

* thing after it/ Whereupon fhe went to bed, 
and in the morning was found flone dead. This 
fad flory is painted in Coucy cafUe, and remains 
frefh to this day. HoweWs Letters, 

' Arthur Plantagenet, vifcount Lifle, natural 
fon to king Edward IV. was imprifon'd in the 
thirty-third .year of Henry VIII. upon fufpicion, 
that he defign'd to betray Cahis to the French, 
when he was governor of that important gani- 
fon i but the accufation proving falfe, and the 
king willing to repair the difhonour he had fuf- 
tained, fent him a diamond ring, and a kind mef- 
fage by his fecretary of flate Sir Thomas Wrio- 
thefly s at which the vifcount was fo tranfported» 
that the night following, of that very joy he 
died. Stew^s Annah, 

Cinan CefFutus Judxus being at Arfmoe, a 

F:rt upon the Red Sea, making war upon the 
cjrtugueze, by commiffion from the grand fig* 

nior 
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nior Solyman, he there received the newsi that 
his Ton hclechuti wok ni:uic n flave »t the taking; 
of Tunis, but that he wan reilcemed by Harw- 
dienus, made admiral of fcwetx fliipa of war, and 
with them wan at anchor before Alexandria, and 
from thence rcfolved to join him very fuddenly. 
This notice of his fomj uncxpcitrd freedom, and- 
hia being preferred to fuch a \Hi(\ of honour, fo 
furprii^ed and ovcnvhelmM the old nun with 
cxccfa of joy, tl)at he fwooncd at the hrariiig 
of it ) and at the arrival of Im fon, died in his 
arms. Kmwd Turk, Hlfi. 

A comical poet, named Philemon, being fiune- 
what fuperojumated, feeing an aft |;;rcedily (Mtinp; 
up fume Ajgi that a boy had laid in that place \ 
when the boy in cxpctJhition of his fip« rciiiinccl,. 
Philemon faid, * Now go and fetch the aft (gn\e 
• drink to digeft his figa/ The old man w;ui fu 
tickled at the fancy of the jeft, that l\e bur(t i>iiL 
into a vehement laughter, aiid died in the fit. VqL 
M^ximus. 

Diastorai the Rhodian, when he faw his three 
foni an victorious in the Olympic games, and 
crowned the fame day, he was extremely pleafed. 
But when his fons came and embraced their 
aged father, and each put their triumphal wreath 
upon hia head, he was fo overcome with joy and 
delight, that he fell into tlicir arms, and died. 
GtlL Non. jIttU. 

Zeuxca Heracleotes, the moil celebrated pain-' 
ter of hisi age, having drawn the picture of a 
verv old hag of a woman, and pleafing himfclf 
with the ridiculous afpetSt and poilure he had 

Eut her in, fell into a fudden and violent 
lughter, and not being able to check Jt, his 
£ 3 t breath 
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breath failing, he died upon the place. Sirada 
Prolus, Acad. 

An honourable and beautiful lady of the ifland 
of Naxos, named Polycrite, when her city was 
in danger of being taken and deftroy'd by the 
Ethreans, * fhe was humbly befought by the 
chiefs of the to^vn, to undertake an embafTy in 
«rder xp procure them peace, which fhe readily 
confented to ; and being miflrefs of a very fine 
tongue, fo prevailed with prince Diognetes the 
general of the fiege, that he granted them peace, 
and marched away ; which being known to the. 
people, they run out of the town to meet her 
with loud acclamations, fome f^rewing her way 
with flowers, others with gailands, and all re- 
turning her thanks as their fovereign preferverefs. 
The kdy was feized with fuch a flood of joy, 
upon hearing their gratitude, that in the inftant 
&e expired in the midfl of her honours* at the 
city-gate; and inftead of being carried to the 
throne, was brought to her tomb, to the inex- 
prefUble forrow of her whole country. Plutarch 
di virtutib. Muliir, 

When Philip Idr^ cf Macedon was overcome 
in fight, and all Greece was affemblcd at the 
Iflhmian games, T. Q^ Fbihinius caufed filence 
to be made by found of trumpet, and thefe words 
to be proclaimed to the people by the cryer, viz. 

* The fenate ai)4 people of Rome, and Titus 
^ Quin£lius F^yninius their general, out of their 
^ fpecial goodn^s, clemency and favour, do give 

* liberty and freedom to all the cities of Greece, 

* that were formerly under the jurifiJi&ion of 
^ king Philip, and do hereby reftore them to all 

* theif immunities, privilq^ and properties • At 

the 
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the firft hearing thefe unexpcdtcd ward4» tho 
people were all To confounded with a perfect ft** 
lence, that ti)ey were not able to fpeak or ex- 

Erefs their fatisfHAion by anv kind of gedurc* 
ut ftood like men that had been burn dea^ and 
dumb. But when the cryer pronounced the fume 
worda a fecond time« the^ broke out into fuch 
ftrong and loud acclamations of joy, that the 
birds that were flying over their htads, wcro 
ftruck dead with the noife» and fell down among 
them. The games were all neglcdled, and their 
minds fo intent upon what they heard» that thiii 
one joy took away the fenfe of all other plcu^ 
Aires* TitM Livius. 



CHAP. LXXI, 

Of pineirating judgments^ in the inviftiga^ 
tion of doubtful things. 

CIN and excufing it are both of the fame ori^ 
^ ginal, born in paradife, with defign to im-* 
poft upon God Almighty 1 but being baniih'd 
from thence» has fo fpread itfelf over the whole 
world, that men have need to have all their 
wits about them, to difcern between fallacious 

Srctences, and real truth. Every man ought to 
and upon his guard, to keep himfelf from be- 
ing deceived \ but the judicious and penetrating 
man can only detect it, while the more eafy and 
credulous are deluded and cheated by fubtilty and 
artifice. He will anatomize men's capacities, fift 
tfiem to the bottom, underftand them thorough^ 

E4 ly 
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Ur, and dive into the fecrcts of the dofeft hearts. 
He 18 fubtle in apprehending, fevcre in cenfuring, 
and wife in colleding inferences. He difcovers 
all, okferves all, and comprehends all. His pe- 
netrating judgment is a key to unlock other 
men's equivocations, and mental Refcrvations ; 
fo that 'tis in vain for ignorance to ohicurc itfetf 
by filence, or guilt to be concealed under im- 
precations, feigned cxcufes, or pofitive denials* 
A profound judgment will eafily difcover ap* 
pearance from reality ; and by looking through 
men, is very feldom or never deceived, or im- 
pgfcd upon. V Homme de Cour, Max. 

A merchant humbly befought the emperor 
Rodolphus Auftriacus to do him juflice againfl: 
an inn-keeper at Nuremberg, with whom he 
had left two hundred marks, and refufed to re- 
ftorc it, faying he received no fiich fum of him. 
The emperor finding the merchant had no proof, 
but his own oath to witnefs the delivery of the 
money to the inn-keeper, who ftoutly denied it, 
faw he muft have recourfe to art to difcover 
tile truth ; and having received from the mer- 
chant a defcription of the bag wherein the mo- 
ney was, commanded him to withdraw, with 
defign to fend for the inn-keeper, and examine 
him ; but it fell out more luckily, for imme- 
diately the head men of the town, among which 
v/as this inn-keeper, came to pay their devoirs 
to his imperial majefty. The emperor knew 
him, and being of an affable and pleafant tem- 
per, fell a jefting with the hoft, faying, ' You 

* have a very handfome hat, I like it, pray let 

* us change.' The other being fond of the ho- 
'^our, immediately delivered his hat. The em- 
peror 



Of penetrating judgments. 8 1 

pcror pretending fome weighty affair, retired, 
and by a trufty citizen fent the hat to die inn- 
keeper's wife, and required her by that token to 
fend her husband fuch a bag of money, for he 
had a prefent occafion for it. The woman know- 
ing the meflenger, made no hefitation, and he 
returned with the money to the emperor, who 
called in the merchant, and he joyfully own'd 
the bag j whereupon the emperor called in the 
inn-keeper, faying, * This man complains that 

* you have a defign to cheat him of two hun- 

* dred marks, that be gave into your cuftody 

* to keep till he had occafion to employ it, what 

* fay you tp the accufation ?* The hoft utterly 
deny'd the charge, faying the merchant belyed 
him, or was out of bis fenfes, for he never re- 
ceived any money from him. Then the empe- 
ror produced the bag, at the fight whereof the 
hoft was confounded, and confefs'd the b&v 
the merchant received his money, the inn-keeper 
was fined confiderably, and the fame of the em- 
|)eror's wifdom in deteding and punifhing fo bafe 
a fraud run through all Germany. Lipji Monit.' 

A Roman lady, a widow, had the misfortune^ 
to have her fon ftolen from her, and made a fcr- 
vant in another province, who being at length 
inform'd wiipfe fon he was, went to Rome, and 
difcovering himfelf to his mother, fhe received, 
him for fome time very affedionately ; but her, 
lover being difpleafcd at it, fhe difowned him,- 
and banifh'd him. from her houfe } upon which 
he complaki'd to king Theodoric, who fent for 
the widow, and charg'd her with being unna- 
tural to the fon of her bowels 5 but ihe denied^ 
him to be her fon, and called biia ^ii*\mW^^^-v 
£ 5 '""^Wl 



82 Of piftetratif^ judgments. 

Then the king asked her if flie had any inclina* 
dons to marry again, * Yes, faid Ihe, if I can 

* find a match agreeable/ Then faid the king, 

* This young man has been a gueft in your 

* houfe, marry him.' * That I caiinot do, re- 

* ply*d the lady, for I am rich, and he is mi- 

* feraMy poor/ * Well, (aid Theodoric, but I 

* will make his fortune equal wi.th yours, and 

* you (hall marry him, or incur my difpleafure/ 
At which the poor hdy fdl a trembling, and 
finding herfelf condemnM by the voice of nature 
and conicience, confefled he was her fon, and 
that her love to the perfon that courted her^ had 
betrayed her into that unnatural adion of deny- 
ing her own child. Then reply'd the wife and 
great prince, * Are not you a miferable wretch 

* to renounce your own blood for a ftranger ? 

* Go home, (hake ofF that fond affoJtion, and 
*■ live like a virtuous widow with your fon, who 
^ (hall afford you a decent fubfiftance, agreeable 

* to your fex and quality. Caufin. HoL Court. 
A young Jew of Sydon, being impofed upon 

by another cunning Jew, who had tutor'd him 
to it, fet up himfelf to be Alexander, fon of He- 
Tod king of Judea, whom his father had caufed 
to be murdered, faying. That the perfons to 
whom Herod had committed the care of his ex- 
ecution, aWiorring the feft, concealed him till 
after the death of Herod i airf now he was come, 
as from the grave, to demand his ri^, as the 
undoubted heir of that crown. This impoftor 
having hired a cunning fellow, a fervant in He- 
rod's family, to inftruft him in the affairs of 
that court, he foon gained credit with the peo- 
ple/ who fttrniChcd Wm with great fums of mo- 
ney. 
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ne/f vrhlch enabled , him to live like what he 
pretended to be. Seeing himfclf advance thu» 
in the people's efteem, he had confidence enough 
to go to Rome, and there difputed his right to 
the crown aeainft Herod's lawful fons ; and ad- 
dreiled himfelf to Auguftus Caefar, requeuing 
his favour to enthrone him in the kingdom of 
Judxa. Every one lecmcd to efpoufc his inte- 
reflS) but Auguftus having a penetrating judg- 
ment, foon difcernedhim to be a counterfeit^ for 
taking him by the hand, he found his skin rough 
and hard, like men bred up to labour, and taking 
him into another room, faid, * 'Tis fufficicnt that 

• thou haft fo long abufed the world already ; 

• but now know thou art in the prcfence of 

• Auguftus, who will not be impofcd on, but 

• will pardon thee if thou declarcfr the truth in 

• this matter ; but if thou doft lye or difTemblc, 

• thy life fhall pay for the fault.' Tlie poor 
wietch ftood amazed at the emperor's words, 
threw himfclf at his feet, and confefled himfclf 
to be an egregious impoftor. The emperor, ac- 
cording to his promife, gave him his life, but 
condemned him to labour at an oar, in the gal- 
lics, during lilc. The tutor of this impoftor, 
being obferv'd to be a fubtlc cunning fellow, and 
fit to do further mifchief, was put to death im- 
mediately. Jofcph, Aniiq, 

TTie famous ftatuary of Rome, Praxiteles, 
having promifed the beautiful courtezan Phryne, 
that fhe fhould make her eleftion of one ftatue 
among all the moft curious pieces he hail, and' 
(lie fufpedling his veracity, as well as her own 
judgment, in which was moft valuable, made 
ufe of with this flratagem. On a time when he 
E 6 Vaa' 
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was with her, fhe caufed a meflenger to come in 
great hafte, to tell Praxiteles his fhop was on 
fire, and all his ftatues in danger. He ftarted 
at the news, crying out, * Take care to fave 

* the Cupid and the Satyr, for they are worth 

* all the reft.' At which words die beautiful 
dame fmiled, told him it was her contrivance, 
and made choice of the Cupid. Zuing. Theat. 

When the duke d'Offuna was viceroy of Na- 
ples and Sicily, there died a rich duke, leaving 
only one fon behind him, whom with his whole 
eftate, which was very confidcrable, he left by 
will to the care and management of the Jefuits, 
in which v^rill was this claufe ; * When he is of 

* fiill age, you fliall give my fon what you will.' 
Accordingly the Jefuits divided the eftate into, 
three parts, and taking two parts to themfelves, 
gave one to the young duke, which he think- 
ing hard meafure, complained to the viceroy^ 
who conmianding the focicty to appear before 
him, he asked them, ^ How much of the eftate 

* they would have ?' Who anfwcr'd they would 
have two parts of the three, which they had al- 
moft laid out already, in ereAing monafteries, 
and an hofpital with particular altars to fing 
mafles, dirges, and rcfrigeriums for the foul of 
the departed duke. Whereupon the duke d'Of- 
funa caufed the will to be read, which contain'd 
the words before recited ; * When he is come to' 

* full age, you fhall give my fon of mv eftate 

* what you will.* Then he told the Jefuits, that 
the words were to be underftood, ' What you 

* will have fhall be given to my fon.' Which, 
faid the duke, by your own acknowledgment, is 
two parts in three, and fo I determine it fhall 
l>c 4/vidcd. HmeWs Letters, 

^ ' CHAP. 
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CHAP. Lxxn. 

Of imfartial adminlftraton of juftice. 

SO fiicred a virtue Is juftice, and To beneficial 
to the public, that tis the great concern of 
governmenta to truft the adminiftration of it to 
no perfons, but fuch as fear God, and abhor co- 
vetoufnefa j for then men will not fufler by the 
fale of reafon, and by allowinfj; the law to hava 
a courfe of traffic. Many reafunti have been af- 
fl^ned for promoting the fpeedy execution of ju- 
fticc, but few have been hearken'd to, that tend 
to prevent injuftice and delays, by which means 
it often happens, that fentencea and iiulgmenta 
are more criminal than the crimes thcmrclvea. 
Buying and felHng officei la the bane of julllce \ 
for they that buy think themfclvts privilcgLd to 
fell, and without refpeft to the meiita of tho^ 
caufe, tfpoufe the part of the faircft bidder/ 
and fo a man receives more injury by the law' 
and its officerfi, than from his enemy that com-' 
menced the a*5^iion. Thofu that buy the de- 
vil, fay the lawyers, muft fell the devil to reim- 
burfe thcmfelves. Being tied up to forms of law, 
without leaving the judge a power to do what 
he knows he ought, is often the caufe of doing 
great injuftice. 

Ce>*tam men were condemned to die for 
a murder committed, their fentence, if not 
pronounced, was at leaft determined and con-' 
eluded on. The judges juft in the inftant arq 
informM by the officers of an Inferior courts 
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fbat they have fome nusti in cuftody, who have 
dire^ly confeilcd the fiiid murder, and make an 
indubitable discovery of all tlie particulari of the 
hii. 'I'waii then notwithftanding put to the 
Gueftiony whether or no they ought to fufpcnd 
the execution of the fentence already pafled upon 
the firft accufed* They gravely confidcrM the 
novelty of the example, and the confcquences 
of reverfmg judgments, where fentence of death 
was legally pafled, and accordingly confirmM the 
fentence, and the poor devils were facrificcd 
to the forms of law and juftice. Moniaigm't 
EJfap. 

But the pcrfons hereafter named were lovers 
of the thing, not the name, and adled accordingly. 

Diodes having made a law, that no man 
ihould come armed into the public aiTcmbly of 
the people, he through inadvertency < hi^nced to 
break that law himfclf, which one obft rvi»ig and 
fiying, he has broken a law he ma<lc himfclf ; 
Diocles turning to hin accufcr, faid with a loud 
voice, * No, the law fliiill have it^ function '/ 
and drawing his i^oxA^ killed himfelf Diod. 
Sic. biblioth. 

Zalcucu,H, law-giver of the Locrians, m:ulc a 
law that adultery ihould be punifli'd with the 
lofs of both the offender's eyes ; and it fell out 
fo unhappily, that his own fon was the firft that 
committed that ciime \ and that he might at 
once exprefs the tenderncA of a father, and the 
uprightnefs of a judge, he caufed one of his fon's 
r,ycs to be put out, and one of his own* HeyL 
Cofmog, 

Juvcnalis, a widow, made complaint to kin^ 
Theodorki that bis jodgei had ipun out a fuit 

of 
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of hen three yeafh that might have been deter- 
mined in three days. The king hearing who the 
judges were, fent to them to put an end to the 
widow's caufe, which they did in two days. 
The king commanded them to appear before 
himt and they vainly thinking 'twas to com- 
mend their expedition and juilice, attended his 
majeftv full of joy. The king demanded why 
they kept that caufe three years in court, that 
they had difpatch'd in two days ? 7*hey anfwer- 
ed, * Your majefty's recommendation oblig'd ua 

• to finifli it.' * How I rcply'd the king, when 

• I made you judges, did I not confign all pleaa 

• and proceedings to you i You deferve death 

• for your unneceflary delay.' And at the fame 
inftant commanded them to bo beheaded. No 
doubt, if they had not mifapprehended the king's 
intention in fending for them, they would have 
faid that the forms of law and juftice required 
fuch dilatory proceedings. Caitf. Holy Court. 

King Henry 11. of France, having ordered an 
Italian lacquey to I u put in prifon, without af-- 
ftgning any caufc for his commitment, the judges 
having firft given their opinions to the king, fet 
him at liberty. The king again commanded he- 
(hould be put to death, having, as he faid« taken 
him in committing a notorious crime, that ho^ 
would not have to be known abroad. But th« 
judges refufc J to pafs fentence upon him ; and, 
inftead of it, fet the prifoner again at liberty.' 
And tho' it be true that the king's agents took 
him afterwards, and drowned him in the river 
Seine, to avoid any popular commotion i yet the 
judges would not condemn a perfon where there 
was no proof of his being guilty. Camtra. Oper* 
Suhfciji. 
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l*itus Manliutf 1 orquatui having a fon digni' 
iied with the honcnir of being governor of a pro- 
vince in Macedonia, and other confuterable pre- 
ferments, who was accufcd of mifdcnicanors in 
the difcharge of his office, the father, with the 
permiilion of the fenate, undertook to be judge 
of the caufe« He heard the accufers, confronted 
the witneflef, and gave bis fon full fiope to 
make his defence ) and on the third day gave 
this fentence : * It appearing to me that my fon 

* D. Silanus has misbehaved himfelf in hin office, 

* and taken money from the allies of the Ro- 

* man people, contrary to law and juftice, I de- 

* clare him from thin day forward, both tm- 

* worthy of the commonwealth and ttxy houfe/ 
'I 'his Judgment from the father threw the fon 
into iuch a deep melancholy, that the night fol- 
lowing he killed himfelf. And the father look* 
ing upon him as a fon, that degenerated from 
the virtue of his anceftors, rcfufcd to honour his 
funeral folemnity with his prcfcnce. Cauf, UoL 
Court. 

Herkenbnld, a man of peat renown, cfpccial- 
ly for his impartial adniiniftration of jtifUcr, he- 
Uig under an indifpofition that dctaiiicd him in 
his brd, and hearing a buftle in the next room 
to him, and a woman crying out for hclp^ he 
asked his fcrvants what occafioncd it ^ but all of 
tbem denied any knowledge of it : At length, 
feverely threatning one of his pages, that he 
Would caufe his cyoi to he pulled out of his head, 
if he rcfufed t/> tell him the truth, the page an- 
fwer'd, * My lord, your nephew raviflrd a maid 

* there, and ihc, to favc herfelf, made the noife 

* you beard.' I'hc fa£t being taken into exami- 

uation> 
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nation, and fufficiently and clearly proved, Her* 
kenbald condemn'd his nephew to be hang'd. 
But the fenefchal, who was to fee the fentence 
executed, appearing to be vtty zealous in tht 
difcharge of that office, indead of doing hisdut/t 
gave the young lord notice of what had pafledf 
and fuiFered him to make his efcape \ and fomo 
hours after, came to the fick perfon, and told 
him his commands had been obeyed. About five 
days after, the young gentleman thinking his 
uncle had forgot what was paft, came and look- 
ed in at his chamber-door. 'Fhe uncle feeing 
him, and having with fair words called him 
within his reach, twifted his left hand into his 
hair, and with the other gave him fuch a deadly 
wound in his throat with a knife, that he im- 
mediately fell down dead by his uncle's bed-fide. 
So great was this nobleman's zeal for jufticet 
that he would not fpare fo near a relation. Ca^ 
mtr. Opir, Suhfcif. 

Acindinus, preiedi of Antioch under the reign 
of the- emperor Conftantinu«, had a man in hia< 
cuftody for the payment of a pound weight in 
gold into the exchequer, whom he menaced, 
with death, if he did not pay it on the day pre* 
fix'd, which drew very near. The man had a 
very handfome woman to his wife, to whom a 
rich mai\ in the city feat word, that if (lie would 
lie with him but one night, he would pay her 
the gold Acindinua demanded. She acquainted 
her husband with the prcpofal, who, to ihve hia 
life, confented to the diflionour, of which ibe 
gave the rich man notice, and he obfcrv'd the 
aflignation \ but having fatiafied his luft, at his 
departure, inftead of a pound of gold, gave her 

only 
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only a pound of cftrth fcnlcd up in a ht%. 1'he 
poor woman enraffcd at the cheats complained 
to the prefect, telling hijn the whole Vioxys who 
being very fcnfiblc that his tbrtatning her hun* 
bflnd with death had forced her to tnefe extre- 
miticit he nronouncrd this fentcnce : * I'hc pound 

• of gold inaii be paid out of the good* of Acin- 

• dinuf, the prifoner (hall he fct at liberty, and 
^ the woman ihaH bo tnftantly put into poffef- 
^ fion of that land from whence /he received the 

• earth indead of gold. Lome. Thiair. 
Chabot, admirafto Frtncii I. king of France, 

waa nobly defcendcd, had done greut fervice for 
his country, and was highly in &vour with hia 

Cince \ but that decaying in time, and the king 
ving charged him with niifdemeanors of a lonff 
ihukling, the admiral prefuming upon the good 
iervice he had done the king in Piedmont, and 
in the defence of MarfeiUes s^nft the emperor. 

Eve the ksnfl; fome indecent language, and dared 
en to try him by bw for all the offences he 
ob)eded agitinfl him« Hereupon the king iflucd 
out a Gommifflon to the chancellor Poyet as pre- 
fidctn, and to other judges therein named, to 
bring the admiral to a trial for his life, upon an 
information and indifimentpreferred aeainft him 
by the kind's advcKate. Tne chancrlTor was a 
man of unlimited ambition, and as large a con- 
fcience, and honing to pleafe the king in thcfe 
proceedings agamft the admiral, inveigled fome 
of the judges by artifice and cunning, others by 
threatnm^, and the reft by fair promifes. And 
1$u>' nothmg could be proved asainft the admi- 
ral, that merited the kinoi's difpleafure, yet the 
chancellor fubfcribed, and by the arts abovemen- 

tioned 
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tioned procured others to fubfcribe, to the con- 
fifcation of his eftate, the forfeituro of \m officei 
and hU liberty, tho' he could not prevail with 
them to the taking away his life. But the king 
abhorring tricks and falinood in fo great a inagi- 
ftrate, and tho' to any that fhouU complain of 
hardibips put upon the admiral, it might be an- 
fwercd, That he was tried as he dcfired, by tha 
law and cuftoms of his country, and by the 
judges of parliament ) yet, I fay, the king made 
all his paffions give way to his . juftice, and re- 
ftored the admiral to his honour, hib eftate, his 
offices, and his liberty, and caufed his wicked 
chancellor Poyet, who had procured all thtfe 
calamities to the admiral by clandeftine methods, 
under the colour of law and juftice, to be inji£led, 
arraigned, degraded and condemned, as an ex- 
ample and terror to others. Raliigh's Hift, tf 

Leo Armenus the emperor received a com« 
plaint from a very inconfiderable perfon, that a 
lenator had violated the chaftity of his wife, an4 
that he had feveral times complained of this in* 
jury to the prefcd*, but cpuU have no redreft 
of his grievance. Whereupon the emperor or- 
dered that all the perfons concern'd ftiould ap- 
pear before him) and finding the matter was 
tme as the man had reported it, he turn'd the 
prefect out of his office for neglecting his duty, 
and caufed the fenator to be put to death, Lipf 
MomU 

Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, had 
made one of his fpecial favourites governor of a 
town in Zealand, who falling in love with a 
woman of that town, who yim both beautiful 

and 
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and virtuous, and attempting feveral wavs^ bot 
unfiiccefsfully, to gratify his unchafte deiires, at 
length commits her husband to prifon, upon a 
feigned accufation of treafon, in hones by that 
feverity to accomplifh his ends. The woman 
was a great lover of her husband, and therefore 
went to the governor to beg his liberty, who 
thus accofted her : * Art thou come, my dear, 
^ to intreat me, you muft needs be ignorant of 

* the empire you have over me ; grant me mu- 

* tual love, and I will reftore you your husband, 
^ for we are both under confinement, he is my 

* prifoner, and I am yours, and 'tis in your 

* power only to fet us both at liberty \ which if 
' you refufe, and refolve not to gratify my paf-? 
' fion, I muft die, and your husband (hall bear 
' me company, for I will not periih alone*' But 
feeing none of thefc arguments could prevail up- 
on her, he threw her upon the bed, and violated 
her chai^ty. Not contented with this vQIany, 
he caufed he^ husband's head to be cut off in 
prifon, and that with his body to be put into a 
coiHn ready for burial. This done, be fent for 
the woman, faying, * Do you look for your 
< husband, he is in the prifon, go and take him 

* along with you.' The woman not expe£ling 
fuch a vile piece of barbarity, went to the prifon, 
was aftonifhcd at fuch a rueful fight, and after 
having lamented over the bleeding corps of her 
husband, went and made her complaint to the 
duke, who being angry that fuch an abominable 
widkcdnefs fhould be committed under his go- 
vernment, fcnt for the offender j and when he 
came, faid, ^ Do you know thb woman ? And 
^ do you alfo know, added the duke, the comr 

plaints 
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* plaint* (he has made againft you i They aro 

* very 111 unei, aiid fuch ai I wouki not for all 

* the world (hould prove true.' The governor 
at thefe queftions fell at the duke's feet, con* 
feflfed the whole faA, and fued fur pardon i and 
iaid» to noake the woman amends he would mar* 
ly her. The duke feeming to comply with thb 
propofitioni grew fomewhat milderi faying, 

< Woman, fince thin^ are come to this pais, 

< what do you fay to it, are you willing to take 

< this man for your husband ?' fche at firft re- 
fufed him, but fearing the duke's difpleafure who 
propounded it, at length comply'd. 'I'he duke 
caufed the nuirriuge to be folemni^ed immediate- 
ly, which being done, * You Mr. liridegroom, 
^ fays the duke, you muft now grant me this, 

* that if you die before her without iflue, that 

< then this vour wife (hall have your whole 

* eftato.' The governor willingly confcnted, and 
It paiTed into an aA at law, under the hand of a 
puolic notary and witnelles. Then the duke 
turn'd to the woman, faying, ^ h there enough 
' done for your fatisfaftion ?' * There is, faid 

* the woman.' Then fending the woman away, 
commanded the governor ihouKl be led away to 
the f^me prifon m which the husband luy mur- 
dered, there to have his head cut off, and to be 
put into a coffin as the other was j which being 
done, he ftnt the woman, ignorant of what had 
pa/Ted, to the piifon, who beholiling a fi^cond 
misfortune, fell lick, and died foim after i hav* 
ing only this advantage by her feconJ marriage, 
that (he was enabled to leave a good elbte umung 
the children of her firft Imtiband. Ulii. 

By 
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fiv a court-trickf or a ftatc-plot. Sir Thomas 
G>OK, fometime lord-mayor of XJoiulotii being 
very ridi^ was aocuied of bigh-treafon, under 
the reim of Edward IV. for lending money to 
queen Margaret ; and the king ib &r concerned 
himielf in the contrivance, as to let Sir Edward 
Markham know, that if the law was too iliort 
to make him a traitor, he, as lord chief-juftice 
of Eneland, upon his trial, muft ftretch it tiH 
it would reach his purpoTe. The confeflion of 
one Hawkins, who was rack'd in the tower, was 
the only proof againft Sir Thomas Cooke, who 
pleaded in his own defence, that 'twas true that 
Hawkins did defire the loan of a thoufand marks 
upon fufEcient fecurit^, but he underftanding 
who the money was for, utterly refufed to lend 
any. The judge direAing the jury, told them 
the proof did not amount to treafon, and inti- 
mated to them, that they ihould be tender where 
life was concerned, and exercife good confcicnccs, 
and the jurv found it accordind^. This a6Hon 
difobliged tne court, and Sir Itdward was put 
out of his place of lord chief-juftice ; upon which 
lie retired to a private life, with this fatisfedtion, 
that tho' the king had made him no judge, it 
was not in his power to make him an unjuft one. 
FuUir'i Holy State. 

A gentleman fent a buck to judge Hales in 
his circuit, that was to have a caufe tried 
before him that afli/^. The caufe being called, 
and the judge taking notice of the name, askM 
if it was not the fame pcrfon that had prcfcnted 
him with a huck, and finding it to be tlie fume, 
the judge told him, * He could not fuffer t!)e 
• * iri.il 
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* trill to goon till he had paid him for hii buck/ 
To which the gcntlemim tnfwcr'd, < That he 

* never fold his venifon, and that he had done 

* no more to him but what he had alwavi done 

* to every judge that came that circuit.' Thta 
wat confirm^ by feveral gentlemen on the bench. 
But all thii would not prevail upon the judgCf 
nor would he fufFer the trial to proceed till he 
had paid for the venifon. Whereupon the gen- 
tleman withdrew the record, faying, * He would 

* not try hi« caufe before a judge that fufpeAed 

* him to be guilty of bribery by a cuftomary ci- 

* vility.' Dr. BurnttU Lift. 

A certain poor woman having loft a little dog, 
and underftanding it to be in the poflcflion of 
the lady of Sir Thomas Moore, to whom it had 
been made a prefcnt of, (he went to Sir Thomas» 
as he was fittinc in die hall, and told him that 
his ladvv^th-hcld her dos from her. Sir I'homas 
inunedfiately orderM his Tadv to be fent for, and 
the doff to be brought with her ; which Sir Tho* 
mas taking in his hands, caufed his lady to ftand 
at one end of the hall, and the poor woman at 
the other, and faid, that he fat there to do evety 
one juftlce. He bid each of them call the dog, 
which when they did, the dog foifook the lady, 
and went to the poor woman. When Sir Tho- 
mas faw this, he bid his lady be contented, for 
it was none of hers \ but fhe repining at the 
fcntence, the dog was purchafcd of the poor 
woman for a piece of gold, and fo all parties 
were fatihficd, every one fnuling at the manner 
of his enquiring out tlic truth. Lift of Hir T. 

2 At 
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At the time that Oliver Cromwell was pro- 
teftor of this realm, an Englifh merchant-lhip 
was taken in the chops of the channel, carried 
into St. Maloes, and there confifcated upon Tome 
groundlefs pretence. As foon as the mafter of 
the Ibip, who was an honeft quaker, got home, 
he presented a petition to the protedor in coun-. 
oil, fetting forth his cafe, and praying for itr 
drefs. Upon hearing the petition, the protector 
told his council, he would take that affair upon 
himfelf, and ordered the man to attend him next 
morning. He examiiied him ftridUy as to all the 
circumftances of his cafe, and finding by his an- 
fwers that he was a plain honeft man, and that 
he had been concerned in no unlawful trade, he 
asked him,' If he could go to Paris with a let- 
ter ? The man anfwered, he could. Well then, 
fays the protc£lx)r, prepare for your journey, and 
come to me to-morrow morning. Next morn- 
ing he gave him a letter to cardinal Mazarine, 
and told him he muft ftay but three days for an 
anfwer. The anfwer I mean, fays he, is, the 
full value of what you might have made of your 
Ihip and cargo ; and tell the cardinal, that if it 
is not paid you in three days, you have exprefs 
orders from me to return home. The honeft 
blunt quaker, we may fuppofe, followed his in- 
ftrudlions to a tittle ; but the cardinal, accord- 
ing to the manner of minifters when they arc 
aiiy way preflld, began to (hufflle ; therefore the 
quaker returned, as he was bid. As fton as the 
protestor faw him, he asked, ' Well, friend, 
' have you got your money ?' And upon tlie 
man's aMfwchnghchad not, the protc£tortoLJ him, 
* Then leave your direftion with my fccretary, 
2 and 



• inJ you (httll fuou hear from me.' Upon thl« 
occHfion, thfit greH( n^Mii cliil not ihy to ncgo* 
tUt(?i or to f^xpkini bv long tejloua memoriiUNt 
the r^ronAbleneA of m clt^manJ. No \ though 
tb^re WiMi A French ntiniller refilling here, ho 
did not fo much m Acquaint him with the (lory« 
but Immediately ftrnt it man of war or two to 
the channel, with ordcm t*) fci»o every French 
(hip they could meet with. Accordingly, they 
returned In a few day^ with two or three French 
prl»e«, which the protef^or ordered to be imme« 
diately fold, and out of tlie produce, ho paid tho 
(maker what he demanded for the fliip and cargo. 
Then he fent for the French 'minitter, gave hint 
AH account of what had happenedi and told him 
there wan a balance, which, if he pleafeil, (hould 
be paid in to him, to the end that ht might de« 
liver It to thofe of his countrymeni who wero 
the owners of the French fliip», that had been 
fo taken and fold. Crll, Hrvntv §/ th Lifif #/ 



C H A P. LXXIII. 

Of iihrty $/ ibe Jhbjtff^ hw to be und^r^ 
J^ud^ $nd the am to frffervt it. 

PUBLIC good and the libeity of the fubjed>, 
are two excellent word« when they aro 
honeftly and ^>daceably Intended. The ancient 
KiMU^na had liberty in fo hlgli an efteem, that 
thty mude it one (d tlicir goddeflwa, dedicated 
tempiea in honour of it, and all that endeavoured 
to oppofe it, they puui(h*d with liiterdi4lio(i| 

Vu*-. a. F X»^^ 



9? Of hhprly of the fuljeSf. 

Cemporary banifhment, and other fevcritics. Li- 
berty is the grcatcft ^ory of the people, which 
all forts of men are fo tenacious of, that they 
will endeavour to (ccure it with the hazard of 
their lives and fortunes. But then great care is 
to be taken, that we are not abufed with words 
for things ; for if liberty is not bounded by the 
laws of religion, reafon and difcrction, it occa- 
iions contentions, and tends diredly to the ruin 
of the community, according to that known 
rule. That the beft things corrupted become the 
worft. Liberty perverted mto contention for 
Superiority, is but irapaning and deluding men 
into real flaverv ; catching them with words, de- 
coying them mto nets and fnares ; and inftead 
of putting. men upon confidering every thing in 
%Xs proper place, and one thing with relation to 
another, according to the weight, reafon and 
importance of the a^ion, before we proceed to 
complain ; it indulges intemperate beats and hear- 
says, tranfports men into a fcditious bclluine li- 
berty of faying and doirg what they plcafc, and 
fo bv thinking to afiert their liberties, are tiught 
]iy (editious men to deftroy them ; for there is 
no fuch thing in the world as abfolute freedom. 
■Tis freedom from tyranny, oppreffion, in\ afions 
of common rights, from arbitrary impofitions, 
illegal exa£lions, and other ill effcfls of a de- 
spotic power, that was contended for in the fol- 
lowing examples. Baker s Chron, 

When Maximus, to enlarge his own territo- 
I'les, made war againft tlie city of Aquileia in 
Jtaly, the women cut off their hair from their 
faeadr, and converted them into bow-ftrings for 
iheifi^^the foldicrSf to fboot arrows againfl: 

thj; 
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tho invidori of their libcitici. Tho TAme wa^ 
iilfo don« fometimQ ut Rvmc^ when chat city wa^ 
dlllrcflU by tho encmyi ttnd in conittiomgrtttioti 
of the ladici K«il in tho fcrvlco of their country* 
the fentttf ddlcAtctl a tomplc to Vcnui th« Uald* 

Th« ctiftk of MeflyAf whcrdn wcr« nint 
ihoubnct m«n» bofiflei women ind cttildren, and 
ftorod with provifionM for many yoarii being bo- 
fi«ged ttnd hardly prefTod by the Roman«i nnd no 
hopei left of eicMtting fcrvltode 1 thry rcfolvcd 
to preferve their nbcriiei by a voluntary death \ 
thenrfbre chofe out ten men to kill all the rcfti 
who having performed that bloody officei cdft 
lot! which Off them Ihould kill their furvlving 
iUlov^. The man defign'd to that fervice hav- 
ing difpatch*d the other ninei fet the pattce on 
firei and then killod himfelf. None efeancd but 
two women and five children^ that hid them- 
Telvci in a vuulti atul gave thii reUtion to the 
Romani at their entering the caftle* 7V^M* ^^ 

The l*acchi« n [Koplc in the remote portn of 
Afiai having war with the Oreckii and being In 
d^ger to be captivated by them, threw them- 
felvei dofperatolv from high and fteep rocki, and 
the women followed the example of tli« men* 
firft throwing down their own childrcni and 
Chen themfelveii Gkrk^i Mir. 

Johannen Haftlldci, that tyrannical and Inhu- 
man duke of Mufcovy, itudted the art of op- 
preffing and ruining hin AibJedNi and that he 
mlg;Ht (xcci all others in laying ftronge Impo- 
iitioni upon thcnii he exaAed from hiM people 
a uibute of fweati and a certain number of 
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nightingales to be paid him in the midft of win- 
ter, when there wis none to be found in the 
country j but thefe and other oppreffions coft 
him the revolt of his fubjecls, and the lofe of 
his dominions and h'fe. Cauf HoL Court, 

The clergy, the barons; and commons of Eng- 
land depofed king John, and eleded Lewis of 
France. The grounds of whofe proceedings a- 
gainft him were, for regaining thofe franchifcs 
.^at were notorioufly invaded by that arbitrary 
prince, and are contained in the great charter of 
£ngland. 

King Edward 11. following the fame arbitrary 
methods, the barons fent him word, ' That un- 

* lefs he put away Peirce Gavefton, that cor- 
^ nipted his councils, and fquander'd his reve- 
^ nue, and alfo addi6ied himfelf to govern by 

* the laws of the land, they would with one 

* cohfent rife in arms againft him as a perjur'd 

* perfon.' And fo they did, and beheaded his 
minion Gavefton, notwithftanding the king's 
earneft follicitation to fpare his life. TruffePs 
Htft. 

King Richard IT. being lapfed into the fame, 
misfertune of affe<fting a tyrannical government, 
a parliament was called without the king's con- 
sent 5 •and tho' he refign'd his crown to the 
duke of Lancafter, yet the parliament then fit- 
ting, being of opinion that this abdication was 
not fufficient to build upon, becaufe the written 
refignation might be the efFe<£t of fear, and fo 
not voluntary and fpontaneous, they proceeded 
to a formal depofition in the names of all the 
commons of England. The articles, exhibited 
a^nft him were twenty-nine in number, of 

which 
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ivhich two were, That he afRrmM that all law lay 
lit his own head, and that all the lives and eftttet 
of hit fuhje^b were in hit hanJs to be difpofcd 
of at hia pleafure. ibid. 

Illegal taxes, and other arbitrary proceedings, 
begot the rebellion againft king Charles I. and 
however ^uftifidhk the oppofition that was made 
to them m the beginning might be, ytt all good 
men muft condemn the feverify with which it 
•nded. The particulars of thofe unhappy times 
are too well known to require g detail of them 
Jiere \ but thus much I (hall obferve, that as no 
nation has fo high an efteem for liberty as the 
£nglifti have, fo none has waded through more 
bbod to preferve it. 

. What caufed all the misfortunes of king 
James !!• but his invading the rights, and in- 
bringing the liberties of the people? Which 
wc' fee they were ftill fo careful to preferve» 
that in the midft of their zeal and jov to in- 
Xhrone his fucceflbr k'mg William III. tne lords 
md commons prefcnted him with a remonftranct 
of the fevei-al abufes and incroachments of for- 
mer reigns \ and would not put him in the. poT*- 
feflion of the crown, till he had promifed to 
Krant all their claims and demands of rights and 
liberties ; and no declarations, judgments,. or pro- 
ceedings, to the prejudice of the people, (hould 
in any way hereafter be drawn into confequence 
or example : which claims of right accordinglf 
pailed into an aA of parliament 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

Of Hfe^ bow ovtrpriz^d by fome^ and under' 
valtted by ofhers. 

LIFE, like the harmony in muiic, is com* 
pofed of the contrarieties of feveral notes^ 
fv7eet and harih> fliarp and flat, fprightW and fo* 
lenin. 'Tis. diequer'd with variety of circum* 
ftances \ fometimes it fwelk with a profperou» 
icTtune \ ^ others it ebbs into the loweft degree 
cf adverfity, and feldom admits of conftancy and 
'durability. Oood men do only put fuch a value 
upon life as is requifite, while weak and timorou): 
minds anticipate its troubks by fbarful sqppre* 
Htnfions ; and hfiftead of endeavouring to pre-^ 
vent impending mifchiefs^ feem to invite them 
<by expectation. He cfteems life at a juft rate» 
that neither ioinSty loves nor fooiiflily hates it» 
that employs it wholly in doing good ; and 
isom its uncertainty makes his refolve to live 
well while he lives> and leaves the length or 
fhortnefi . of the time to the determination of 
heaven. 

JUf^^i bitt a walking Jhadow, a poor player y 
That ftruts and frets his hour upon the Jiagey 
And.then is heard no more. Sbakefpear. 

Dionyfius the tyrant of Syracufe^ from a juft 

, apprehenfion of his infemous life, was fo fearful 

to lofe it> that he removed his friends from 

courts 
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courti and put hinifclf into the handH of Bar* 
barUn aliens*. He was in fiich fear of barbcrif 
that lie taught his own ilaughtcrs to (have him ( 
and whcii they were grown to maturity, he durft 
not fulTer them to come fo near his tnroat witli 
A razor, and therefore inftru<£led them how to 
burn off hia hair and beard with the white filmn 
of waliiuts. He durft not enter his wife's aptrt- 
ment, before the room and bed were narrowly 
fearchcd. When he diverted himfclf in playinff 
^ hall, he commonly delivered hit cloak and 
fword to a boy he loved and trufted, upon which 
one of his familiar friends faid to him in a jefting 
manner, * Now you put your life into the boyV 
handa/ At whicn the boy fmiling, and the ty- 
i^nt obferving it, he commandea them both to 
.he kjllcd immediately i on» for inftruAinji; him 
how to kill him, and the other for feemjng tQ 
amfcnt to it witli a fmile. But notwithftanding 
idl his care and fear, he at length periflbed by 
the hands of his fubjcAs. L^nic, Thcut. 

i^cnry Beaufort, the wealthy cardinal of Win- 
c^tAcTf bcin^ (truck with a dileafe that his phy- 
ilciatui told bim would not terminate but in deatn, 
!he murmured and complained at his defliny, fay- 
ing, * What a hard c;\fc in thiii that death will 

* iK^ be bribed F Mufl I die with all my riches f 

* Will all my money fignify nothing f If the 

* whole kin[',d()in of England would fave my 

* life, I am able to procure it by policy, or buy 

* it with money, and muft I die, O unhappy 

* man that I am ?* . 
C. Mccirnax, the celebrated friend and favou- 
rite of Auguilus, was fo in love with life, an4 
teniiied at the apprehcnfions of death, that he 

F 4, wouUH 
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would often fay, he cared not what he endured 
to long as he did but live. Zuing. Tbeat, 

Antigonus obferving that a foldier under his 
ccmmand, was a man of fuch true courage, that 
] Q was more ready to engage m any hazardous 
fnterprize than the reft of his comrades, and yet 
withal taking notict that he was a very fickly in- 
firm man, took great care for his recovery, and 
having accompliihed it, the king obfcrved, that 
he did not in his future fervice pu(h on ivith fuch 
vigour and bravery as formerly, and asking him 
what occafioned it, the foldier told the king, 

* That he had done himfelf that injury in curing 
^ him Qf his dangerous diftemper ; for, fays hc^ 
^ when Learned a difeafed body with me, I 

* cared not what became of it, but now I ani in 

* health and enjoy the comforts of life, I • am 

* willing to preferve it/ Clark's Mtr, 

Goges, governor in Bion for king Xerxes, bc- 
tn^ bcfieged by the Athenians, under the conduA 
of Cymon, refufed the conditions offered,' that 
he might return into Afia with all his wealth ; 
for being unwilling to furvive the lofs of a place 
his mafter had given him to keep, he therefore, 
after having defended the city to the laft extre- 
mity, firft threw all the gold, and whatever elfc 
the enemy could make booty of, into the river 
Strymon, and then caufmg a great pile to be fet 
on fire, and the throats of all the women, chil- 
dren, concubines and fervants to be cut, he 
threw their bodies into the fire, and at laft leaped 
into it himfelf. Montaigne s EJfays. 

A Lacedemonian boy taken by Antigonus and 
fold for a flave, being commanded by his new 
mafter to fome bafe employment j * 'Fhou fliak 

^ fce^ 
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* feCt faya the boy, whom thou haft bought ; it 
^ would be a (hame for me to fcrve being fo near 

* the reach of liberty ^' and having fo iaid, threw 
fcimfelf from the top of the houfe. hid. 

On Tuefday the 18th of April 1732, oito 
Richard Smith, a bookbinder, and nrifoner for 
debt within: the liberties of the king's bench, and 
Bridget hia wife, were found dead in their houie 
in filackman-ftreet, Southwark, about eight o' 
dock in the morning, hanging near their bed^ 
about a yard diftant from each other, with % 
loaded piltol by the man, and a cafe-knife by tho 
woman ; and iji another room their little child, 
.about two years oldr was found In a cradle fhot 
through the head. In the room were found alfu 
the following letters, one diredted to his landlordf 
in which were inclofed the two others to Mr. 
Brindley a bookbinder in New Bond-ftreet, and 
the (hilling as therein mentioned, vi%. 

To Mr. Briohtrid. 
SIR, 
/T^HE neceffity of my affairs has obliged me 
"^ . to give you this trouble i I hope I have left 
more than is fufficient for the money I owe you. 
I beg of you, that you'll be pleafed to fend thefe 
inclofed papers, as directed, immediately by fom^ 
porter^ and that without ihewing them to any 
one. 

Tokr humbli ftrvanty 

RiCHAnD Smith* 

P. S. I have a fult of black cloaths at the 
Cock in Miht^ilreet, which lies for 17 s. 6 d. 

F5 IT 
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If you could find anjr chap for my dog and an- 
dcnt cat, it wouM be fclnd. I have here fent a 
(hilling for the poFter* 

Cmtfin Brindley^ 
1 T is now about the time I promifed payment 
-* to Mr. Brooksy which I have perfonned iit 
the beft manner L was able^ I wilh it had been 
•done more to your latisfadlion j but the thing wa» 
iippoiEbJe.^ I here return you my hearty nianks 
:fcr the favours which I have received j it being: 
«J| :the tribute I am able to pay. There is a cer- 
^n anonymous perfon, 'wiiom you have fome 
\nowledge of^ who, I am informed,^ has taken 
feme pains to make the world believe he has done 
x»e Services ; I whlh riiat feid perfbn had never 
troubled !iis head about my afiaits ; I am fure be 
had IK) bufmefi with them ; for it is entirely ow- 
ing to hfs meddling, that I came pennilefs into 
this place y whrereas, had I brought twenty pounds- 
in with jrhey which I could eafily have done, I 
xrouid nqt then have mifled getting my bread here^ 
and in time have been able to come to terms with 
jny £3alntiflf» whofe lunacy, I believe^ could not 
Isave kftec^alwap. I tauHt not here conclude,. 
ibr TKj meddling friend^s man Sancho Pandio 
would perhaps take It iH, did I not make mention 
of bim f therefore, if it lies in your way, let 
Sancho know, that his impudence and infblence 
was not b much forgotten as defpifed^ I ihall 
nownt^e an end of dbis epiftle, defiring you to 
publifh the inclofed s as to the manner how, I 
leave k entirety to your judgmentr That all' 

bappi-^ 



happineis may attead you and yours, is the 
pray V of. 

Tour affe£fionati kinfman iv$n to diotty 

Richard Smith.. 

P. 5» If It lies ta your way, let diat ^xxl- 
liatur'd man Mr. Duncomb knpw, that I re- 
membered him with my kteft breadi. 

To Mr, Brindley. 
•TpHcfe a£Uons confidered in all their drcMnv- 
'' ftances, being fomewhat uncommon, it may 
jROt be improper to gK^e ibme account of tbp 
caufe, and that it was an inveterate hatred we 
conceived againfl poverty and rags; evils that 
through a train of unlucky accidents were be* 
come inevitable i for we appeal to all that evcjr 
jknew us, whether we were either idle or extra- 
vagant, whether or no we have not taken as 
^uch pains for our living as our neighbours, al- 
Jdio' not attended with the fame fuccefs. We 
apprehend the taking our child's life away, to be 
g circumftance for which we fball |be generally 
condemned ; but for our own parts, we are per* 
ie£Uy eafy upon that head. We are fatisfied it i» 
.lels cruelty to take the child with us, even fup* 
fo6xi% a ftate of annihilation, as fome dream of^ 
than to leave her friendleis in the wgrld, expofed 
to ignorance and nufery. Now, in order to ob- 
viate ibme cenfures, which may proceed either 
from ignorance or malice, we tnink it proper to 
inform the world, that we firmly believe the ex- 
iftence of almighty God} that tl)is belief of 
(wrs is not an implicit fiuth, but deduced ^on> 
F 6 the 
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the nature and reafon of things ; we befieve the 
exiftence of an almighty being, from the conff- 
dbration of his wonderful Works 5 frdfti a confi- 
deration of thpfe innumerable celeftial and glo- 
rious bodies, and from their wonderful order and. 
harmony. We have alfo fpent fonae time in 
yiewing thofe wonders, which are to be feeh in 
the mmute part of the w6rld, and that with 
great pleafiire and fatisfa£tion ; from alt whidi 
particulars we are fatisfied that fuch amazing, 
things could not poffibly be without a firft. mover,, 
without the exiftence of an almighty being 5 and 
as we know thef wonderful* God to be almighty, 
(b we cannot help beKevJng but that he is alfo 
good, not implacable ; not like fiich wretches as 
men are, not takmg delight in the miferies of 
Tlis creatures, for which reafoii we refign up oiflp 
treaths iinto hfm wkhbut any terrible apprehen-- 
lions, fubmttting ourfelves to thofe ways, which 
in his goodnefs he fhall pleafe to appoint after 
death. We alfo bcKeve the exiftence of unbo- 
died creatures, and think we have reafon for that 
belief i although we do not pretend to know their 
way of fubfifting. W« are not ignorant of thofe 
laws made tn terrorem, but leave the dilJ)ofal of 
our bodies to the wifdom of the coroner and hb 
jury ; tftc' thing being indifferent to us, where 
,'our bodies: are laid ; from whence it will appear 
^how ffttle anxious we are about a Htcjacet ; vre, 
for our parts, neither exped nor defire fuch ho- 
nours, but Ihall content ourfelves with a borrowed, 
epitaph, which we fhall infert in this paper. 

* Without a name, for cVer fdent, dumb, 
< VhiSts aj(h€s, nought eUc is within this tomb ; 

• WhcrcL 



Of Ufe^ 6fr, ro^ 

* Where we were born or bred, it matters not^ 

* Who were our parents^ or hath us begot y 

^ We were, but now are not \. think no mom 
* of us, 

* For a» we are, fo you'll be tum'd to duft. ^ 

It is the opinion of naturaliAs, that our bodies^ 
are at cerUin ftages of life compofed of new mati- 
ter i lb that a great many poor meir have new 
bodies oftncr than new cloaths : Now, as divincsi 
arc not able to inform us which of thofe feveral 
bodies (hall rife at the reAirrcdion, it is very pro* 
bable that the dcceafed body may be for ever fir 
loit as well as any other. 

Richard Smith. 
Bridget Smith. 

The coroner's inqueft for prifoncrsin the king'i 
bench fat on the bpdy of the man, and brought 
•him in ftl9defe\ and the inqucft for the lord- 
mayor's liberty &t on the. bodies of the woman 
imd the.cbikl, and brought in the woman the 
iamc, and that the man was guilty of wilCiil 
murder as to the child. 

We find, that in every neighbourhood where* 
diey formerly lived, they bore the charaAer a- 
mong the neighbours ot as honefl, induftrious, 
'frugsJ and lovmg a coupfe, as any that were in. 
the neighbourhood ^ and as to tne laft part of 
the character, it appears by their melancholy ca- 
taftrophe, that they were> perhaps,, the moflr 
tpving couple that is to be found within the bills 
of mortality. 

This poor man, we are told from good hands,^ 
was fo honcft, that he went|. a few days before 

he 



lid Of liU^ 6?r. 

* he <iied, to a neighbouring woman, to whom* He 
owed the imall fumof fojur {hilling^« and toldiier 
be could not give her money, but that if Ae 
would come to his houfe, and kt if flxe could 
find any thing that flbe ftood in need of about 
that value, (be fliould have it ; but the woman 
getieroufly rcfufed the offer, and told him he 
fliould pay it whien he was able \ and if he JOtever 
was, file woiUd foigive him the debt Hifi^r. 

Thefe actioas may be called heroic boivertes, 
but certainly they are in the wrong that ^sraifiife 
them ; for all the inconvcniencies in the wodd 
are not confiderable enough, that a man ihould 
be guiky of fuidde to avoid tliem. Nor ought 
we to ^utt the garrifens of our bodies, without 
the exprefs leave of the Deity, who has placed us 
in them. It appertains to God who haAi put us 
into this world, not for ourielves .only, but for 
his glory and the fervice of others, to difmiis us 
when it Ihall beft pleaie his goodnefs, and not iCor 
us to depart without his licence, nor any olhor 
way but what he is plealed to dired» 



CHAP. 



(til ) 



CHAP. LXXV. 

Uhenefs ^ fame men to cthrs^ in face^ fea-- 
tures and conditmsp 

THO' nature generaBy (o mocfi del^hts in 
variety, that there are fcarce two ftces ]xv 
the world to exa£Uy alike, but a curious eye may 
difcem fome difference when they are together^ 
;uid iliewed by the fisne Ught ^ yet fhe feems' 
fometimes to give an exception to that general 
rule, by ftamping two hcts with almoft the fame 
impreffion, whic% neverthelefi arifes from the de- 
feft of huxpan fight, and not from her incon- 
fiancy to her firft principle ; for tho' there may 
l>e fome refembknce in faces, (he only fhtfted the: 
jfeene to amufe us, and ffaew a greater variety m 
die difference of condition, conftitution and hu- 
mour, and tjierefore the following examples of 
fimilitude muil pafs for rarioes and divexfions of 
nature. 

Nicholas and Andrew Tremab, fbns of Tho- 
Aias Tremain of Colecomb in Devonfhire, Efq;. 
were fo alike in their faces^ fliape and propor- 
tion, that they were not diftinguifliable but hj 
their doathing \ but in this diey differed, that 
the one, at the fight of New Haven in France, 
was a captain of a troop of horfe and the other 
but a private centinel^ where they both lofl: their 
fives. Fuller's IVortb. 

Artemon, a perfon of an inferior rank among.^ 
ifoe commonal^^ fo wdl- rdcmbled Antiochu»^ 

kin^ 
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king of Syria, that queen lyaodice, when her 
luisband was killed, made a propertv of the pea- 
&nt in reprefenting the king, till fne had fettled 
the governipcnt, and difpofed the crown to her 
own liking. VaU Max. 

Toratlius, a merchant that dealt in flaves, put 
a trick upon one of the triumvirs, named Marcus 
Antonius, in felling him for a great fum of mo- 
ney, two very handfbme boys, that exaftly rc- 
iembled one another, for twins of the (ame birth. 
Whereas in truth, one was born in Afia, and 
the other was a Tranialpine ; for which Anto- 
nius calling him to an account, the cunning 
merchant anfwcred, ♦ That was the reafon why 
^ he put fo high a value upon them, for it would 

* be no great wonder that twins, that had tumb- 
' ied in the fame beUy fhould be both alike \ but 

* that two born at that diftance fhould be fo, was 

* extraordinary.' 'Pliny, 

Martinus Guerre an4 Arnildus TilDus were (b 
alike in the face and make of their bodies, that 
when Martinius was la, the foreign wars, Tillius, 
under that refemblance, betray'd Martinius's wife 
to his lewd embraces, amd neither his four fifters 
that were in the houfe, nor any of the neigh- 
bourhood, could difcover the impofition^ they 
were fo alike ; and fo they lived together as man 
and wife feveral years, without the Icaft fuipi- 
cion of being otherwife. Henric, Steph. Jpol. pro 
Herodot. 

Under the reign of the emperor Auguftus,. a 
young man came to Rome, every way fo like the 
emperor, that he attrafled the eyes and admiia- 
tion of aJl the people as he pafTcd along the ftreets, 
which at length coming to the knowledge of Au- 

guffus^ 
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guftus, he ordered the man to be brought to him, 
who being brought into the prefence of the emh 
peror, asked him, ^ If hb mother had ever been 

* at Rome V The youngfter underftanding what 
the queftion tended to, anfwcred, ^ No, but my 

* father has been here very* often.* The fame 
ftory b recorded verbatim of one of the Turkifli 
ettnperors and an Armenian foldier. Zkin. 

"• At the city of Baxil in Switzerland, lived two 
brothers that were twins of the fame birth, in 
tile feventh mondH that fo tx^Oiy refembled one 
imother in the features and proportion of bodies, 
that, fays my author, I have often talked with 
one infbead of the other^ tho' I knew them both 
yzry well, and had frequent converfation with 
them in different affairs ; and which is more, 
they had the fame refemblance in their natural 
incHnations, that as they have often told me, 
what fecretly came into the mind and purpofe of 
one brother, was alfo thought upion and refolved 
by the other at the fame jun£lure of time \ and 
what was yet more extraordinary, when one waa 
fick in Campania di Roma in Italy, the other was 
much indifpofed under the fame dtftemper at Bazil 
in the Swifs cantons. Plat. Ohjervat. 

Menardus and Girardus, twin-brothers and 
natives of France, were born both on the fame 
day and hour \ both on the fame day were con- 
fccrated bilhops, the one of the diocefe of Rho- 
tomage, and the other of Noviodunum. They 
followed the fume ftudies and recreations, had 
antipathy to the fame things, and died both in 
one and the fame day, month and year. /W- 

ThcKf 
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There were two young children that were 
brothers at Riza, a city or province in the king- 
-clom of France, who had fuch an exa£l refem- 
blance of one another in all the accidents of 
this life, that if one enjoyed the fmile$ of for- 
tune, the other aHb did the fame. If one wa» 
.afflid;ed with the head ach, the other was fen- 
fible of the like indifpoiition at the fame mp^ 
mefit ; if one oS them was (leepy, the pdier 
was fo too ; and jf ope of them was loetan* 
cholly, the other could not poffibly be dear^ 
ful J fo ^c .were they in every tb^ Gafftr^ 
Curigf 

pQlyftratus and Ifippoctides ^iferq bo^p uppi^ 
the fa^e day, w^re f^opl-fellow9» and bo|th> a^ 
philofophers, foUo^^e^ the fentiments of thetf 
.piajfter SpiqurijijB, ^h fun the fame: ^onr^ iof 
fprtuf>e} a|id both ^ckened at ^ fame ^Off^^ffj^ 
^ a like diAetnp!9r> m^ recovered at tji^ |«Qf 
inftant. VaL Maic. 



CHAR LXXVL 

Of the pinion of kve^ and its efe£Is, 

LOVE arifes from a defir^ of what is beau- 
tiful, fair and lovely, ^d is defined to be 
an a£l:ion of the mind, defiring that which is 
good. No one loves before he is delighted v/ith 
the objeft, let it be what it will, by which 
means it becom.es . pleafing in our eyes, and be- 
gets a value and efteem in our afFeiStions. This 
unviable paffion, ia many refpqcSs, i§ very won- 
derful 
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derful and unaccountable ; it is of Aich power ia 
its operation, that it has often taken the dia- 
dems from kings and queens, and made them 
Hoop to thofe of obfcure birth, and mean for- 
tune. It wrefts the fword out of the conquer* 
ing hand, and makes him a Captive to his flave. 
It has fuch a variety of fnares to entangle the 
moik wary, that few have at one time or other 
cicaped them. 

Eulialus the young and beaatifid count of Au- 
|ufta, attending the emperor Sigifmund at Sienna^ 
Ml paffionately in k>ve with a beautiful lady in 
that city, named Lucretia ; the virgin, who for 
her tramcendant beau^ was generaUy called the 
fecond Venus, was aUo no lefi an admirer and 
lover of him, anci their loves grew every day 
Mk more vehement, infomuch that when thp 
emperor removed his court to Rome, and£ui- 
lUus was obSged to kav^ his ladv behind bmr, 
ibe was fo unable to endure his abience, that £he 
died with grief and forrow. Eurialus havipg 
notice of the fatal accident, tho* by the advices 
and confolattons of bis ftieiuls he was contented 
to furvive her, vet it had fuch an tStSt up^ux 
Jum, that frcmi me day he received news of her 
death to his own, he never was feen to lauglu 
Marcel. Donat. 

Pyramus, a young gentleman of the city of 
JBabyion, fell paffionatdy in love withThisbe^ 
a next neighbour's daughter of the fame place ; 
but the parents of each fide not approving it, 
they were both fo clofety confined, that they 
had no opportunity to promote or continue theif: 
amours, but through the chink of a wall be* 
tween the two hpufes, where they appointed to 

meet 
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meet under a mulberry-tree, without the waifs 
of the city. Thysbe came thither firft, and w^ 
fet upon by a lion, from whom fhe made her 
cfcape, but happening to let her veil drop, the 
lion tore and bloodied it, while fhe took fhelter 
in a cave. Pyramus coming and finding his mi- 
flrels's veil bloody, thought fhe had been* de- 
voured, and fo in defpair killed himfelf ; Thysbe 
returning and finding her lover dead, fell alfo 
ijpon the fame fword*, and put an end ta her life. 
.Danefs DiSfionary. 

Eginardus, principal fecretary of flatc to that 

Sreat monarch Charlemain, made love to one of 
ie emperor's danghters, and fhe confidering him 
as a perfon that had raifed himfelf by his merit, 
received his addrefles, and gave him leave to 
vifit her in her own apartment, where they im- 
proved their afleftion for each other by Qonver- 
&tion. But flaying there one night very late^ 
at his departure, they perceived a great fnow had 
fallen, which troubled them muchr fearing his 
loot would be known, and his life in danger, 
for vifiting the king's daughter without licence ; 
to prevent which, fhe took the gentleman upon 
her back, and carried him the length of the 
court to his own lodgings, without fuffering him 
to fet his foot upon the ground ; fo that if en- 
quiry had been made next morning, no impref- 
fions of any foot would be feen but her own ; 
but it fo happened, that Charlemain, who was 
a fludious prince, and -induflrious in public af- 
fairs, was up in his fludy, and feeing this witty 
contrivance, wis in debate with himfelf whe- 
ther he fhould be angry or pleafed. Next day, 
in a great appearance of the nobility,- his daugh-- 

ter 
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tcr and EginArdus being picicnt, he demanded 
whut punifhnicnt that ici vujit dercrvcdi that em« 
ploveu a kini^'d daughter in the uffico of a tnuJc, 
lUiu made hunfelf be carried on her back thro* 
the fnow in the night i All the lordii foon gave 
their opinionsy that To infolent a wretch ought 
to hffcr a fevere death. The priiicefn and the 
fecrctarvi at the hearing of thisy were under a 
dreadful rurpri7.e, looking jjhaflly upon one an- 
other, and expecting notnijig lefii than to bo 
flca'd alive. But the emperor, perceiving them 
under a terrible confternation, with a imooth 
brow, faid, * Eginardu^, hadfl thou loved mv 

* daughter, thou (houldft have addrcflrd thyfelf 

* to her father for his confent, in the omi/Hon 

* whereof thou doft dcfervc death j but to re- 
^ Uevo you both from your fears, inflcad of 

* taking away one, I will give thee two Uvc9 ^ 

* here, take thy beautiful and kind portrefd to 

* wife, fear God, and love one another.' How 
thefe lovem were on a fudden tranfportcd into 
extafies of joy »nd happinefN, I leave the reader 
to imagine. CouJMs nol^ CoNrt, 

h\ the daya of paganiim and idolatr^, under 
the fcventh perfecution, a Chriftian virgin named 
Theodora, cclebrnted for a virtuous life, was 
condemned to the (Icwa, where her tihaftity waa 
to be violated by all that would attempt it. i^he 
was no fooner committed to that loathfome place 
of l\i\ and Hiame, but feverul were ready to en- 
ter the houfe, to put the fenteiice in execution ) 
biit a nutn that li)ved her, who wan called l)y- 
dinuiM, drefling himfelf in the habit of a foldier, 
faid he would have the fir(b enjoyment of her, 
and huff'd and bluftcr'd at fuch a rate, that the 

rell: 
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reft gave bim way. He went to her, and per* 
fuaded her to change cloaths with him, and fo 
efcaped. Dydimus appearing to be a man, was 
brought before the prefident, and confeffing the 
fad, was condcmnM. Theodora hearing her 
lover Was like to die, hoping to excufe him> 
came and prefented herfelf as the guilty per- 
fon ; but the mercilefs judge caufed them both 
to be executed. Claries Mirror. 



CHAP. LXXVII. 

Of love and ^eUty to one^s country. 

Nothing is fo common in the mouths of all 
men, when they firft lay thdr hand to the 
helm of government, as the public good ; but 
fome ai;e iio fboner poflefs'd of power, but they 
forget ^hti^ country, and begin to provide for 
themfelves, and to gain riches and honours by 
impoverifliing the public. What they found 
fault with in the adminiftradon of their prede- 
ceflfors, they become guilty of themfelves. By 
which they teach us to believe, that all men in 
office are the fame. Court-mollifications have 
lately occafioned wonderful changes among man- 
kind. Have we not obferv'd men of eminent 
abilities, celebrated integrity, and known love to 
their country, by having places and titles con- 
ferred upon them, doing all that lay in their 
power to enflave their fellow-fubjeflts ? They 
were fometime thought men of good nature, ve- 
racity and honour ; but as foon as they came 
into phccsy learned a figurative way of expref- 
X Cvn^ 
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fing thcmfelves, by words without meaning, 
changing good nature into mere artfulqcfs, pro- 
mifing what they never intended to perform ; 
and inftead of defending their country, tear and 
worry it. 

Sylla, by an unaccountable train of fucceffcs, 
having defeated Marius, gave pofitive order that 
all the citizens of Praenefte (hould be put to the 
fword, excepting one man, that was his parti- 
cular friend ; but he being made acquainted vidth 
the bloody edi<ft pronounced againft the reft of 
his fellow citizens, went and told the barbarous 
Sylla, * That he fcorn'd to live by the favour 

* of a tyrant, who intended the deftruilion of 

* his country, and fo voluntarily put himfelf 

* into the number of thofe that were fentenced 

* to be killed.' Fulgos. 

The town of Calais being bcfieged by the 
Fnglifh, and reduced to the laft extremity, John 
lord of Vienna, who was governor of that gar- 
rifon under Philip of Valois king of France, of- 
fered to furrendcr it upon the terms of enjoying 
their lives and goods without moleftation ; but 
king Edward of England, who lay before it, be* 
ing angry that fo fmall a town mould coft him 
fo much trouble and expence of blood and am«* 
munition, would not accept thofe propofals 5 but 
had put them all to the fword, if he had not 
been diverted from it, by his wife council, who 
fiiid, * That people of fuch fidelity to their fo* 

* vcreign, and love to their country, ought to 

* to be treated more humanely.' Whereupon 
king Edward alter'd his former refolutions, and 
offered to receive them to mercy, upon condi- 
tion that fix of the principal kihaUtants (hould 



lao Of love to one's cauniry. 

come to him bare-footed and bare-headed, with 
baiters about their pecks, and kneeling, prefeint 
him with the keys of the garrifon, leaving their 
Kves to his difpofal. The governor, upon the 
receipt of thefe propofitions, aflembled the peo- 
ple, and acquainting them with the articles for 
fiirrendring the town, they were all under great 
forrow and trouble. When of a fudden, one 
named Stephen St. Peter, faid, * Sir, I give God 

* humble and hearty thanks for the riches he 

* hath beftowed upon me ; but more, for this 

* opportunity of fliewing, that I value the lives 
' of my countrymen and fellow- burgefles above 

* my own. I will be one of the fix to carry 

* the keys to king Edward.' This brave rcfo- 
lution encouraged one John Dare, and four 
others, to make a tender of their lives on the 
lame errand s but not without abundance of 
good wifhes, and floods of tears from the com- 
mon people, who faw them fo willing to facri- 
fice their lives for the public good. Without 
more trouble and lofs of time, they addreffed 
themfelves to the king of England, in the po- 
fture aforeiaid with the )ii'^y^y having no other 
profped tlian that of certain death j and yet 
marched as chearfully as if they had been going 
to a feaft. The fight moving a compalTion in . 
the queen and Englifti lords, they interceded 
with the king for their pardon, who without 
difficulty gave them all their lives. De Serves^ 
Gen. Hiji. France. 

. Cleomenes, the renowned king of Sparta, be- 
ing reduced to great ftraits by Antigonus, king 
of Macedon, he fent to Ptolomy king of Egypt 
for affiftance, who would not comply with his 
I requcft. 
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rcqueft, unlefs he fent his mother and his Ton to 
him as hoftages. Cleomcnes was long before be 
propounded it to his mother, who when fhe 
heard it» ikid with chaarfulnefs, ^ Why, my fon, 
^ did you not acquaint me with it before now ? 

* Come, get ready a fhip prefently, and fend 

* me whither thou wilt, before feeble old age 
^ renders me incapable of doing fervice for my 
^country/ Before her departure, they went 
both into the temple, and Cratefidea perceiving 
her Ton fiill of forxow, faid, < O king of Sparta, 
^ for ihame let no body fee us come out of the 
^ temple in a pofture that may di(honour Sparta/ 
While ihe was with Ptolomy, the Achaians en- 
deavoured to conclude a peace with Cleomenes, 
but he would not confent to it, for fear of en- 
dangering his hoftages that were in the cuftody 
of Ptolomy, which coming to the knowledge of 
his mother, ihe wrote him word, ^ Not to neg- 

* le£t doing any thing that might tend to the 

* honour and wol&re of his country, for the fake 

* of an old woman and a little boy.' 

The year 1590 was memorable, among other 
things, for the lofs of Sir Francis Walfmgham, 

Srincipal; ibfretarv of ftate, chancellor of the 
utchy of Lancaicer, and of the noble order of 
the earter. This great man, after all the fcrv ices 
he had perform^ for his queen and country, 
gave a remarkable proof at his death, how far 
he had preferred the public intereft before his 
own ; for he died fo poor, that his friends were 
obliged to bury him privately in the night, for 
fear his corps fhould have been arreftcd for debt. 
A fault which few flatefmen fmce his time have 
been guilty of. Hiji. of England, 

Vet. II. G CHAR 
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CHAP. LXXVIII. 

Of majfacres in fever al places. 

WE fddom read that malflacrcs havfe been com- 
mitted, but upon fome religious pretet^ce,^ 
or that hell has broke loofe, and tum'd ou^ the 
mob to commit fuch barbarities, as tjiiofethat 
fet them on would be aihamed to be feen in. 
The firft has been exemplified in feveral phces 
by the Papifh, upon Pagans suid thofe they cal| 
Heretics, as appears by dieir own narratives,, ibr 
they not only own it, but boaft of it as a meri- 
torious fervice, which they caH extending dieir 
faith into . all parts of the worid. The other 14 
the vulgar roi^t^ the mad mnltitude, or a herd 
of phrenetic fools, pufh'd on by feditious knaves, 
to raife tumults, and make maflacres as univer- 
lal as fire and fword could drive them. 

In the year of our lord 128 1, Charles of An- 
jou reigning in Sicily, his foldiers bein^ all Frcndi--" 
men, had (o misbehaved themfelves m the cftieii 
where they were garrifon'd> that they became 
xxniverfally hated by the Sicilians, who therefore 
plotted the total ruin of the French, to free 
themfelves from a yoke that fo long had gauled 
them. Signior John Prochyto, whofe wife they 
had ravifh'd, laid the defign, and was mpfl ac- 
tive in it, being a/Tifted by the Sicilian nobility 
and gentry. The defign was at once to deflrojr 
all the French ; and which is flrange, tho* it 
was above eighteen months on foot, fpread far 

and 
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and near among different fort of people) 
yet it was kept undifcovcr'd. The fignal watt 
that on £after-dav, when the bell ihould toll 
to even-fong) all the Sicilian! fhould betak* 
themfelvei to their arms, and maflacre all the 
French in Sicily ; which wai fo pundually ob«« 
fervM, that all the throati of die French wero 
cut at the time appointed, without taking one 
prifoner, or fparing women or children, and that 
they might be fure to deftrov the whole breed 
of the French, they killed all their own aitm« 
trv-women that were got with chrld .by thcm» 
Eight thoufand were killed at t^t tbne, and 
thofe that made their cfcapet into the fort called 
Sperlins, were all fiunifh'd and flarv'd to death* 
This bloody maflacre is to this dav called in all 
Europe, the Sicilian Vcfpcrs. Gam. Tab^ Chrw. 
Under the pontificate of Clement V. in 131 f» 
all the order of the knights-templars, which be* 
gan at Jerufalem in the year 1 1 8, and at firfl lived 
on alms, but growing rich, and rcfufing obedience 
to the patri;ut:h of Jeru&lcm, Philip the Fair 
king of France, iitcited to it by the pope, and 
out of a covetous defire of the coniifcation of 
their eilates, encouraged inforinen to charge 
them with feveral crimes, for which (tho* in* 
nocent) they were all executed. The great ma- 
fter of the order,, with two others of the chief 
amon^ them, one whereof was brother to the 
dauphm of Vicnnoiii, were all burnt together at 
the fame place. Matthew Paris fays, tney had 
9000 rich convents, and the order being exdn- 

Kifh'd, moft of their lands were given to tho 
ighu of the order of St. John of Jcnifalein^ 
G 2 . ) theft 
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then feated at Rhodes, but now at Malta. Canur* 
Oper. Subcif. 

On the 6th day of April 1506, it being Sun- 
day, certain perfons in the. church of St. Do^ 
minlc at Lisbon in Portugal, fencied they iaw a 
crucifix in one of the chappels in that church, 
which caft a wonderful light, upon which the 
priefts cried out a miracle, a miracle. A new 
convert, that had been a Jew, only faying it was 
but the reflefUon of the fun from the window 
upon the crucifix, which was covered with elafs, 
the mob, \idthout further examination of the 
matter, dn^g'd him violently out of the church, 
and burnt him. The rabble afTembling about 
the fire, one of the friars with vehement ^>eeches 
encouraged them to greater mifchief, while two 
other friars ran about die ftreets, crying out, 
herefy, herefy, with crucifixes in their hands; 
above five hundred men immediatelv gathered 
together tumultuoufly in arms, who (lew as ma- 
ny of the new converts, and burnt their bodies 
to aihes. The number increaflng, on Monday 
morning they murdered men, women and chil- 
dren, dragging them from the very altars, where 
they were fl^ for fandtuary, fo that this day 
above a thouiand peri(hed. The fame fury and 
villainy continued the third day, to the flaughter 
of above 400 perfons, fo that in the whole there 
were murder'd above two thoufand, many of 
which were not new converts, but.of their own 
nation and religion ; for the defire of robbing 
and ftealing, and revenging private piques, foon 
fiirmounted their zeal for religion. The king 
wais dien at Avis, and being highly offended at 
the 4nfolence of the multitude, he took away 
2 the 
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the city-charter, and fent the prior of Crato and 
the baron of Alvito, to puniih the offenders. 
Some of them were hang'd, the goods of othera 
were confifcuted, the three friars were hurnt 
alive, and all that belonged to the monaftery 
were bani/hed. Hijf. Portugal. 

War raging in France, by reafon of the Pa- 
pifts depriving the Protertantd of their legal pri- 
vileges, at lull a peace wati concluded bitweert 
them J and for aiUirance that it (hould contijiuc 
inviolable, a treaty of marriage was concluiled, 
and to be folemnl/ed between Henry of Na- 
varre, chief of the Proteftant party, and the lady 
Margaret the French king*s filter. To thib mar* 
riage, (where there was more blood (hed than 
wine drank at the wedding) the queen of Na- 
varre, and all the principal perfons among tho 
Proteftants were invited 1 as were Leiccfter and 
Burleigh out of England, the cleflor P^latinc'a 
fon out of Germany, with many other perfons 
of note of that perfuafion. No fooner was the 
marriage folemnisK'd, but the ftgnal was given 
about midnight, by the ringing of a bell, for the 
beginning their bloody work, when the Protc» 
ftants of all qualities and degrees were butcher'd) 
<not only in Paris where the wedding was kept, 
but through all the chief cities and towns of 
France, among whom were the admiral Colignli 
the nrince of Conde, and others, and the king 
of Navarre was made a prifoner, This crud 
maflacre was, to the eternal infamy and reproach 
of France, committed in the year 15721. It ex- 
tended to men, women and children, and con- 
tinued fo long, that the principal rivers of the 
kingdom were almoft covered with murdered 
G 3 bodies^ 
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bodies^ and theif ftrcams fo ftained and polluted 
with human gore, that they who dwelt at a 
great dtftance from the places, where thofe bar- 
barous tragedies were a^cd, abhorr'd to ufe the 
w^itcrsr of thofe rivers; and for a long time 
would not cat the fifli which were taken in 
them, lieyi C^fmog, 

Mithridates kinp; of Pontus was fometimc a 
friend and ally to the Romans, and joined with 
them againfl Arifhmicus, who rcfufcd to admit 
the RomanH into Pcrgamus, according to the laft 
will and tcftamcnt of the dcccafcd king Attalus. 
Yet afterwards, ambitioufly afpiring after the 
univcrfal monarchy of Afia, and finding the Ro^ 
mans were the only impediment in his way, in 
one night he plotted and efTeded the death of 
one hundred and Afty thoufand Roman foldiers, 
that were quartered in feveral places in Anatolia. 
For which the Romans fufRciently chaftized him 
afterwards, in difpofTeiling him of all bis domi* 
fiions, and making his fubjedh tribuUry to the 
lenate and people of Rome. Zuin, Theat, 

No lc& inhuman and barbarous was the maf- 
facre of the French proteftants at Mcrindol and 
Chabriers, who being condemned of herdy by 
Minier, prefident of the council at Aix in the 
year X545f a party of foldiers fet Are to the vil- 
WBM% whici) being feen by the inhabitants of 
lito'indol, they fled with their wives and chil* 
<lren into the neighbouring woods, where they 
were all cither murder'd or committed to the 
^allies. In Chabriers they ufed the yvung wo- 
men and maids {o barbaroufly, that they died 
immediately after it. All the men and women 
were put to the fwordi and the children re- bap- 
tized. 
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tizcd. Eight hundred men were murdered in a 
cave, ind forty women put together into an old 
barn, and burnt. And Aich was the cruelty of 
thcfe fokliers to thofc poor women, that when 
fome of them had climb'd to the ridge of the 
bam, with intention to jump down, the foldiers 
threw them back again into the fire with their 
pikes. Heyl, Cofmog, 

Ethelred, younger fon of Edgar, and king of 
England, was fo outraged by the Danes, tiiat he 
was compelled to purchafe a peace with them, 
at the annual payment of ten thoufand pounds, 
which in a (hort time after they raifcd to forty 
eight thoufand pounds, under the name of Dane 
Gelt, and feeing there was like to be no end of 
thefe exactions, and that his fubje£te were great- 
ly impoverifli'd, the king ilTued out a fecret 
commiifion into every city and great tovm in his 
kingdom, authorizing and commanding all his 
fubje£b to kill all tne Danes iix one night ap- 
.pointed, as they flept in their beds, which ac- 
.cordingly was executed on St. Brice's night, No- 
vember the 13th 1002, and that with fuch ri- 
gour, that in Oxford the Danes flying for re- 
fuge into the church of St. Fridcfwide, the En- 
diih fet the church on fire, where many of the 
Danes were burnt in it. And the fudden flaugh- 
ter, through the whole kingdom in one inftant, 
(hew'd the concurrence of an inveterate malice 
and rancour, never to be conciliated between 
the two nations, which had its beginning from 
the Dani/h oppreffion. Hiji. Eng. 

The Spaniards warring with the king of Peru, 

and having taking him prifoner, firft made him 

pay a million, three hundred twcnfar-five thou- 

G4 fend 



128 Of majfacres in fever al places. 

fand, and five hundred weight of gold, befides 
filver, and other things which amounted to n6 
lefs ; ^fo that then- horfes were fliod with mally 
gold) yet were fo wicked, cruel and unjuft, that 
' to be matters of all he had bcfides, they forged 
accufaticns agabft him, and hang'd him. A 
horrid and unheard-of barbarity ! which never- 
thelefs the fufFcring king being a man of a gene- 
rous and undaunted fpirit, and of a clear and 
fettled underftanding, underwent with a truly 
great and royal behaviour. They likewife maf- 
facred above two hundred thoufand 6f \m fub- 
jcfts in the fpace of four years. Montaigne^s 
Efays. 

Never was a more dreadful butchery feen or 
heard of, either as to the number of thofe who 
were butcher'd, or the variety of cruelties in- 
fii^^ed, as that which was committed by the Pa- 
ptfls of Ireland, upon the Proteftants of that 
nation, on the 23d of Odtob^ 1641. Tho* 
DijMin, the capital city of that kingdom, was 
favcd throngh the means of Owen O-Conelly, 
who made a dtfcovery of the confpiracy, yet, 
in the province of Ulfter, where the Irifh firft 
rofe, were committed the moft unheard-of bar- 
barities ; perfons continually arriving with frefh 
information of flaughters, rapes, robberies, and 
other enormities. Cutting of throats and ftab- 
bing were the mtldeft treatment the Proteftants 
met with -, fome had their eyes pluck'd out, and 
were feveral days dying in the moft exquifite 
torments ; fome were drown'd, fome burnt, the 
murderers forcing them to fetch the ftraw that 
was to burn them. Some perifli'd by hunger, 
others by thirft, and fome were buried alive \ 

mo» 
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mothers were h»ng*d on the gallowa, nnd their 
children about their necks. Nay thefe infernal 
jnonftera carried their inhumanity farther* and 
obliged fathers and mothers to murder their own 
children, children their parents, husbands their 
wives, and wives their nusbands \ matrons Mid 
maidens were firft deflower*d« and then butcher'd. 
In this maflacre, which reach*d from one end of 
IreUnd to the other, two hundred thoufand Pro* 
teftants perlih'd. Hiji. 9/ En^hnd. 



CHAP. LXXIX. 
Of memorwt great and trencberous. 

M£mory is a faculty of wonderful ufe, with- 
out which the judgment caii hardly per- 
form its offices. Memory treafures up all tho 
fpecies which the fenfcs bring in, and keeps thein 
in readinefs, till the fancy or reafon has occa- 
fion to employ them. A good memory, and 
well employed, is a trunfcendent happinefs, and 
a brittle or treacherous one, a very great misfor- 
tune. But great care mud be taken of Agood 
memory, for the beft is too deceitful. Thofq 
things are generally fooneft reniember'd, which 
ought moll to be forgot. The memory, like a 
falie friend, will nut onlv have the incivility to 
fitil one in time of need, but alfo the imperti- 
nence to be unfeafonably officious, in affuus pf 
no importance. Sonietimes the remedy of au 
evil cuniifts entirely in forgetting it \ fur which 
rcafoni when one ofter'd to teach I'henuiloclea 
G 5 thf 
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the art of memonr, he rgeded his motion, and 
told him he had much rather he would teach 
him the art to forget. But this is to (hew 
the abufe of memory, and the excellency of 
taking care of v^at we treafure up in it. 

Mention being made before a prince of Ger- 
many, of Tacitus's works, Juftus Lipfius being 
prefent, faid he had that golden volume entirely 
by heart, and was able to repeat every line of 
it. Nay further, faid he, fet one tb^ with a 
dagger in his hand, and if, in rehearfmg Tacitus 
from one end of his book to the other, I mifs 
one fingle word, I will open my breaft for him 
to ftab me, or cut my throat, janii Nicil pina 
cothec, imag. 

In Homer's iliads are thirty-one thoufand fix 
hundred and feventy verfes, and I fuppofe his 
odyfleys are much about the fame number ; and 
•jret 'tis credibly reported of Jofephus Scaliger, 
that he was but one and twenty days in getting 
til em both by heart. 

Seneca fays, that age had done him confider- 
able damages, as in darkning his fight, dulling 
his fenfe of hearing, and weakning his nerves \ 
but the firft thing he Was fenfible of in the ca- 
lamities of his age, was the decay of his me- 
mory ; , whereas, in his more early years, it not 
only ferved him for ufe, but among others was 
reputed a miracle : For he could repeat two 
thoufand names inf the feme order they were 
fpoken, and rehearfe two hundred verfes after 
the firft hearing them read, tho* upon different 
fubje6b. But fince age, fays he, has fnowed 
upon my head, it has deprived me of that excel- 
lait and ufeful faculty. Controverf. in Pr^am, 

Mi- 
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Mithridates, the great king of Pontus, had 
twenty-two entire countries under his dominion^ 
and yet was qualified to anfwer all thoTe ambaf* 
ladors in the proper language of the country froiii 
whence they came, widiout the affiftance of an 
interpreter. A great teftimony of a large and 
fiuthAil memory, that was well ftored and ready 
to be ufed at pleafure. Piui. in LuculL 

Dr. Reynolds was blefled with a happy mt^ 
mory, for all that were his intimate and fiuniUar 
acquaintance knew, that he was not only mafter 
of St. Auftin's works, which of themfelves arc 
enough to fill a library, but of all claffical au- 
thors, infomuch that it might be truly faid of 
)iim, that he was a living library. Dr. Gendlis, 
who was at that time profeffor of the civil law 
in Oxford, publickly acknowledged that Dr. Rey- 
nolds had read, arid did retain in his memory, 
a greater number of thofe laws than he did him* 
felf, tho' it was his profe£ion. Hackwefs Apa* 

Dr. Jewel biihop of Salisbury had fo improved 
a good natural memory by art and induftry, that 
he excelled moft men of his age in that feculty. 
He could perfe£ily remember any thing he had 
writ after once reading it over, and kept what 
he had learn'd fo punctually, that he ufed tQ 
lay, if he was to make a premeditated fpeech 
4>dbre a thouiand auditors, who were in a tu* 
mult all the time, yet they could not put him 
mat. Sir Francis Bacon reading to him, only 
the laft claufes of ten lines in Erafmus's Pani'* 
phrafe, in a confufed and diforderly manner, he, 
«fter a (liort meditation, rehearfed all thofe broken 
pieces of fentencel which had 00 coherence, for- 
G 6 wari 
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ward and backward, without being at a lofs in 
any particular. Clark's Mirror. 

Jerome of Prague, who was martyr'd for the 
Proteftant religion, by a fentence of the council 
of Conftance, was famous for an excellent me-* 
mory, of which Poggius, in his epiftle to Leo- 
naraus Aretinus, gives this occurrence as a fpe- 
cimen, viz. That after he had been confined 
three hundred and forty days, in the bottom of 
a dark and loathfome tower, where he was 
wholly without lieht, either to fee or read, yet 
when he was called to his trial, he quoted fo 
many teftimonies of the moft fagacious and lear- 
ned men, in fiivour of his own principles, as if 
all that time he had been immur'd in a good li- 
brary, with all the conveniencies of ftudying ; 
which is a weighty example, if we confider his 
circumftances, and how much af9i£tion doea 
weaken and impair the memory. Zuing. Theat. 

A young gentleman of CorAca was fent by 
his friends to ftudy the civil law in the univcrfrUc 
of Padua in Italy, in which he profited to fuch 
SL degree, that raifed a report, that he had ac- 
quired the art of memory. In which fome of 
his acquaintance defirins fatisfa£^ion, and he be- 
ing as willing to gratify their curiofity, fomc of 
tht-ni withdrew into another room, and there 
ili£lated Latin, Greek, and barbarous names, 
fome coherent, others infignificant, and all withv 
out dependance one upon another, till the di£hi- 
tor's amanuenfis, and other fcholars that joined 
them, were all weary, and expected the iflue. 
As foon as he received them, he fix'd his eye on 
the ground, and after a very fhort time of con- 
fideration^ to the amazement of the audience^ 
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repeated all that was wrote in the fame order it 
was fet down, without fcarce a ftop or any hefl- 
tation ; and then banning at the laft, rehearfed 
it all backwards. Then he repeated only the 
firft, the third, the fifth, and in order repeated 
all ; and indeed in any order that the company 
defired, without any fenfible error. He farther 
faid, that he could, in that method, repeat thirty- 
fix thoufand names; and which is yet more 
wonderful, his memory was fo tenacious, that a 
year after he could repeat any thing he had in« 
trufted to it. He taught Francifcus Molinus, 4 
young patrician of Venice, who had a very in- 
firm memory, in lefs than the fpace of eight 
days, to repeat half a thoufand names with much 
cafe, and in what order he was defired. MureU 
variar. U£f, 

Mr. Thomas Fuller B. D. was fafd to have a 
great memory, infomuch that he could name in 
order all the figns on both fides the way from 
tht beginning of Pater-nofter-Row at Ave-Maria 
Lane, to the bottom of Cheapfide to Stocks - 
Market. And that he could dictate to five fe* 
veral writers at the fame time, on as many dif- 
ferent fubjedis. This gentleman making a vifit 
te a committee of fequeftrators fitting at Wal* 
tham in Eflex, they foon fell into a difcourfe and 
commendation of his great memory 5 to which 
Mr. Fuller replied, * 'Tis true, gentlemen, that 

* fame has given me the report of a memorift^ 

* and if you pleafe I will give you an experi- 

* ment of it.* They all accepted the motion^ 
told him they fhould look upon it as a great ob- 
ligation, laid afide the bufinefs before them, and 
pray'd him tcbegin. • Gentlemen, fays he, I 

* wiU 
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will gire you an inftance of my good oiemory 
in this particular. Your worflu{)s have thought 
fit to fequeftcr an honeft but poor cavalier par- 
fon, my neighbour, from his living, and com^ 
mitted him to prifon y he has a great charge 
of children, and his circumftances are but in- 
different, if you pleafe to releafe him out of 
prifon, and reftore him to his living, I will ne- 
ver forget the kindnefs ^^iie I live.* 'Tis faid 
the jeft had fuch an influence upon the com- 
mittee, that they immediately rdeafed and re- 
ftored the poor clergyman. 

Others have been unhappy in the v^ant of 
memory ; fome through the ftupidity and block- 
ifhnefs of their natures, in not cultivating and 
employing their memories ; and others, of great 
ingenuity, are fenfible of fuch a defeft in nature^ 
as cannot be remedied by art ; and fome by a 
fudden furprize, ficknefs, or old age, have ut- 
terly loft the memories which they formerly had, 
and are objeds of pity. 

Atticus, the fon of Herod the Sophift, was fo 
ftupid and dull of memory, that his tutors could 
by no means learn him the letters of the alpha- 
bet, which was fo great a trouble to his ^ther, 
that to remedy this misfortune, he hired four 
and twenty bo}rs of the like age into hia houfe, 
and gave them the names of the alphabet, the 
firft A, the fecond B, the third C, &c. that by 
learning the names of his play-fellows, his ion 
might be inftru£ted in the knowledge of the firft 
elements of learning, dsl, jfntiq, Le£f* 

Artemidorus the grammarian, as he was walk- 
ing for his reciy^tion and health upon the fea- 
ihore> chanced to fee a crocodile fleeping on the 

iaodsy 
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fands ; and at length perceiving him to move, 
was fo frighted with the danger he was in, that 
a conceit pofleffing his bead, diat it had already 
feized his left leg and hand, tho' he made a hard 
Ihift to get home, yet the fri^t made him lofe 
the memory of his learning, which he never 
could recover afterwards. Schenci. Ohf. Mid. 

Germanus, a clerk under the reign of the em- 
peror Frederic 11. having for fome bodily indif- 
pofition been let blood, it produced fo ftrange 
an efFeft, that he forgot to write or read, and 
loft the ufe of his memory in all kind of learn- 
ing, but in nothing elfe ; for in other affairs of 
life it was as ufeful to him as before. In this 
unhappy condition he continued a whole year, 
and then, which is as ftrange and unaccountable, 
being let blood s^a^ about the fame feafon, and 
in the fame vein^ he recovered his knowledge 
of reading and writing, and was the fame man 
as before. Fulgos. Exemp, 

Hermogenes, a Sicilian rhetorician, was famed 
for his early knowledge in that fcience. He 
taught rhetoric when he was but fifteen years of 
^ge> publifh'd books on that fubjedl when he 
was but eighteen, which are ftill in being, and 
forgot all at four and twenty. Whereupon it 
was commonly faid, * That Hermogenes was an 

• old man among the junior fry, but a boy a- 

* mong the figniors.* ^enjtedht. dial, de Pair. 
Fir. Illuftr, 

Francifcus Barbarus, who was celebrated for 
his great learning in the Greek, when he be- 
came old, by fenlible degrees his memory fo de- 
cayed, that he forgot all his learning in every 
language, and appeared like a man that had ne- 
ver 
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ver had any generous education, or had been fen* 
fiblc of letters. The fame condition bcfel Geor- 
giu8 Trapezuntius in his age ; and Pliny tells us 
of one that by a fit of fickncfs loft the memory 
of his neareft relations and domeftic fervants; 
and that the great orator Mcffala Corvinus for*' 
got his own name, tho' he remember'd other 
things indifferently well. Schenck. Ohf. Med. 

Montaigne fays of himfelf, that if in fpeak- 
ing he ventured to digrefs never fo little from 
his fubje£^, he was infallibly loft. I am forced, 
fays he, to call the men that ferve me either by 
the names of their offices or their country ; and 
if I (hould live long, I do not think but I fhould 
forget my own name. 

Plenus rimarum fumj hoc atque iliac perJUa. 

' I'm full of chinks, and leak out every way/ 

It has befallen me more than once to forget 
the word that three hours before I had received 
or given, and to forget where I had hid my 
purfe. Montaigm^s Effays^ 



CHAP. 



( »37 ) 

CHAP. LXXX, 
Of me^kmfs^ bumaniiy and mercy. 

SURLY, rafh, beifterout and rugged natures 
are the fcandal of humanity, and in truth 
are but a kind of favage beaits, that walk up* 
right and on two feet, who, like their fellow* 
brutes in nature, ihould trudge on all four. If 
they bare leiAire, they employ it in doing mif- 
chief I and if you put them into bufmefs, they 
fpoil every thing they undertake by their fro- 
wardnefa and ill-nature \ but the meek and hum'<* 
ble man is eafy in himfelf, ftudies to make others 
A), and a denial from him is better reliih'd by 
his obliging regret in doing it, than a ftivour 
granted by the other. He makes the neareft ap- 

[iroach to original innocence, and is moft god- 
ikie when he refemblea him in doing good, and 
(hewing mercy, which is us beneficial to them- 
folves as others. He cannot hate, becaufe he 
cfteems all as worthy of love as himfelf. He can* 
not fear, becaufe he docs no wrong i and grief 
can find no entrance into his breafti becaufe he 
has given none to others. 

Quintus Fabius Maximua ' was, through the 
whole courfe of his life, of fo humble and meek 
a difpofuiun, that he was commonly called the 
lamb \ and a perfon fo free from gall, that he 
knew not how to be angry or out of humour. 
'Zuint. ThMtft 

When 
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When Perioles, • the noble Athenian, was 
thought to be dving, and the chief citizens were 
about his bed, lamenting the lofs they were go- 
ing to fuftain, and rehearfing the illuftrious ac- 
tions he had done for that republic, and the vir- 
tues that were fo confpicuous in him, they all 
the while fuppofmg him to be fpeechlcfs j but 
he hearing thdr difcourfes, faid, * I admire you 

* Should fo honourably mention thofc atchieve- 

* ments that are common to other generals, and 
< which fortune claims a fhare in» and yet omit 

* what I value above them all, viz. That in the 

* whole exercife of my authority in turbulent 

* times, and when I had many great enemidt 
^ yet I never gave any of my fdlow-ckisent 

* caufe to put on nstourning, either for tbem* 
> felves or any of tki&x relaticHii/ Pha, im 
Pirid. 

When the Romans, at lint hikiilig Aieaxeoat 
{rad made feven tfaoufiuid of the king of Perfia's 
iiibjeds prifoners, and refufed to releafe them but 
by a pecuniary redemption, which the king un- 
der his prefent circumftances was not aUe to 
comply with, tho' the prifoners were almoft 
ftarved for want of aliment ; Acacius bifhop of 
Amada lamenting their condition, aiTembled his 
ecdefiaftics together, and thus befpoke them : 

* Brethren, die God whom we worlhip has no 

* occafion for gold or filver flaggons, cups or 

* difhes, becaufe he neither eats or drinks ; and 
^ feeing the church has many coftly utenfils <^ 
^ great value, beftowed upon her by the piety 
^ and liberality of good chriftians, I think it of 
^ the lafl: importance, that the church -plate 
^ ibould be turned into money, and employed to 

« re- 
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* redeem the captive Perfians, that they may 

* not perifh With famine ;' which was done ac- 
cordingly, and the money fent for their redcm* 
ption. 

Jaques Amiot, great almoner of France, told 
me, fays Montaigne, the following ftory, much 
to the honour of a prince of ours. In the time 
of our firft commotions at the fiege of Rouen, 
this prince being advertifed by the queen-mother 
of a confpiracy againft his life, by a gentleman 
of Anjou or Maine, kept it fecret ; but acciden- 
tally feeing the perfon, he called him to him, 
and feeing* him pale and trembling with the con- 
icioufnefs of his guilt, thus accofted him : * Sir, 

* you already guefs what I have to fay to you, 

* your countenance difcovers it ; you know very 

< well fuch and fuch paiJages ; (mentioning the 
^ moft fecret circumftances of his confpiracy) 
^ and therefore as you tender your life, confefs 

* the whole truth of your defign.* The poor 
man feeing himfelf thus difcover'd, was in fuch 
a fright he knew not what to do ; but joining 
his hands together to beg for mercy, he meant 
to throw himfelf at the prince's feet, who taking 
him up, faid further, * Come, Sir, tell me if 

* you can, if at any time I have done you, or 

* any of your friends or relations, the leaft in- 

* jury ? I have not known you above three 

* weeks 5 what could induce you without provo- 

* cation to attempt my death f ' The gentleman 
replied with a trembling voice, * That it was no 

* particular hatred to his perfon, but the general 

< intereft and concern of a party, that had per- 
. ^ fuaded him to it as a meritorious a£t, to be rid 

^ of a perfon that was fo great an enemy ot 

« their 
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* their religion/ * Well, faid the prince, I will 

* let you fee that my religion is more merciful 

* than yours. I will pardon your crime, but get 

* you gone that I never fee you more j and if 

* you are wife, henceforward chufe honefter men 

* for your counfellors in your defigns.* 

The emperor Augufliis being in Graul, had 
certain information of a confpiracy that L. Cinna 
was contriving againft him, who thereupon re- 
folved to make him an example ; and for that 
purpofe fummoned his friends to meet next morn- 
ing, to confult about the method of doing it ; 
but in the night was fo exceedingly troubled^ 
that confidering him a young man, and nephew 
to the great Pompey, be broke out into feveral 
ejaculations of pa^on, one while for faving him^ 
another while for executing him j after which 
he became filent for fome time, and then beguii 
louder, and ftraining his voice more than be- 
fore, to exclaim againft himfelf, faid, * Why 

* liveft thou ? If it be for the good of many 

* thou fhouldft die, muft there be no end of thy 
' revenges and cruelties ? Is thy life of fo great 

* a value, that fo much mifchief muft be done 

* to prcferve it?' His wife Livia feeing him in 
thefe perplexities ; ' Will you take a woman's 
' counfel ? fays flie 5 do as phyficians do, who, 

* when the common prcfcription will do no good, 

* make trial of the contrary. By feverity you 

* have gained nothing ; Lepidus has followed 

* Savidianus, Murena Lepidus, Csepio Murcna, 

* and Ignatius Csepio. Begin now and try what 

* mercy and clemency may do. Cinna is con- 

* viftcd, forgive him, he will never more have 

* the face to hurt you, and it will be an a<ft of 

* glory/ 
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' glory.' Auguftus was glad to hear that hia wife 
was ot the isunc opinion with bimfelf, therefore 
in the morning countermanded the meeting of 
his friends, commanded Cinna to be brought be- 
fore him, and havins difcourfed him two long 
hours, concluded) ' Well, Cinna, go thy wav, 
^ fays he, I once ngain eive thee thy life in the 
^ quality of a traitor and parricide, which once 
^ already I have given thee in quality of an ene- 

* my. Let friendfhip from this time forward 

* begin between us, and let us try to make it 

* appear, whether I hav^ giv j(i, or thou haft re- 

* ccived thy life, with the better faith ;' and fo 
departed from him. Some time after he pre- 
ferred him to the confular dignity, under pre- 
tence he liad not the confidence to ask it ; had 
him ever after as his very fpecial friend, and at 
laft made him heir of his whole eftate. This a(H: 
of mercy was done in the fortieth year of tho 
emperor s age, after which he had no. confpiracy 
or attempt asainft him during the whole time of 
his reign. Tbid. 

Dr. Cranmer, archbifhop of Canterbury, in 
the reign of king Henry VIlJ. was fo remarkable 
in being willing to pardon offejices ; that it be- 
came a proverb, * Do my lord of Canterbury an 

* ill office, and he will be fure to be your friend 

* after that fo long as you live.' ClarkU Mir. . 
Robert Holgate was parfon of the parifli, in 

Lincolnfliirc, where Sir Francis Askew dwelt, 
who made him fo uneafy by continual fuits, that 
be left his benefice aJid retired to London, 
where being preferred to be one of the king's 
chaplains, he was afterward made archbifhop of 
York, and prcfidait of tlie council in the north, 

and 
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and it fo falling out, that the knight having a 
trial before that council, he was much aiiakl 
that the prefident would remember the difie* 
rences that had formerly been between tbenif 
and ftick hard upon him bv way of requital; 
but on the contrary the archoifhop paffing by all 
former injuries, fhewM him all the &vour be 
could with refped to juftice. 



CHAP. LXXXL 

Of modefiy^ in want of pufhing <m^s fortune. 

MOdefty is one of the chiefeft moral virtuei 
in itfelf, and an excellent ftock to graft 
all others on : Other qualifications have their a* 
batemcnts agreeable to their ufe dcfign'd, and 
the opinion the world has of their owners ; but 
modefty is a virtue which never feels the weight 
of cenfurc ; for it filences envy by meriting e- 
ftecm, and is beloved, commended and approved 
whcrefoever it is found. It is the trueft glais 
to drefs by, the chrtceft direftor of our dif- 
courfcs, and a fure guide in all our anions. It 
gives rules in forming our looks, gcftures and 
converfations, and has obtained fuch an efteera 
among the judicious, that tho' mode or art be 
wanting, it will either coyer, cxcufe or fupply 
all defeats, becaufe 'tis guarded by an averfion to 
what is criminal, an utter diflike of what is of- 
fcr.fivc, and a contempt of what is abfurd, fool- 
i(h or ridiculous. 'Tis the great ornament of 
both ftxes i for thofe that have forfeited their 

mo- 
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modefly, are refckOnM among the worthlcfs, that 
will never come to any thing but fliame, fcan- 
dal and derifion : And inde^ the defornUty of ' 
immodefty well-confidered is inftru£Uojj enough,^ 
from the fame reaibn, that the fight of a drun- 
kard is a better fermon againft that vice, than 
the beft that was ever preached upon die fub- 

An Athenian citizen ahnoft worn out, and 
bending togjetlier wiA age, and tb^ Uifirjnities' 
that attended. }t> came late into the theatre to be 
a fjpeAator of the. plays, and nqne of the citizens 
ojli^ng him a place, the Lacedemonian ambaf- 
fadors called him to them, and out of refpeft to 
his age, and reverence to his grey head, gave* 
him one of the beft places among them 5 which 
the people obfefving, with loud applaufes fhewM 
their approbation of the Angular modefty of the 
ambafladors; to which one of them replied, 

* I fee the Athenians knQW what ought to be 

* done, tho' they ne^cfl: the doing vU^ Vakr. 
Maxirnuf, 

Archytas wa? fo modeft in hi^ fpeecb,' as well 
as in a31 the. a6H6ns. of his life, that he would 
carefuHy avoid alh words that bordered upon in- 
decency arid' obfcenity ; and if at any time he 
found nimfelf under a neceffity of ufing words, 
that he thought might be an offence to chafte 
e^s, or defile his own mouth, he would be fi- 
lent, or elfe write the words upon the wall, that 
fhould have been fpoken ; but by no perfuafions 
could be brought to pronounce them. Mlian, 
Var. Hift. 

A virtuous lady, and of a confiderable eftate, 
difcovering to a friend, that ftie could v^'^Kvw^^ 
2 v:^ik& 
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make fuch a gentleman her husband, naming the 
perfon ; he acquainted him with it. who an- 
fwer'd, ' I am obliged to the lady for her good 
< opinion of me, smd muft iay, fbe is the only 
^ perfon in the world that I durft venture to 
^ marry, becaufe I have a paffion for her ; but 

* I am fo bafliful, that I cannot ask her confent; 

* but if fhe would confent to marry me in the 

* dark, I would endeavour to requite her fa- 
^ vour, by being a very kind ^d lovinig hus- 

* band. This being told thje lady, ihe firft put 
him upon writing to her, then empby'd him as 
her fteward, to give him accefs to her periim, 
and foon after made him her husband. FitT^ 
herb. Relig. and Folic. 



CHAR LXXXIL 

Of money J and its power and prerogative. 

HE was much in the right, that.faid cove- 
toufhefs is the root of all evil, and money 
th(? great debaucher of mankind. There is no- 
thing fo dear that money will not purchafe, nor, 
any thing fo wicked, but money will procure 
perfons that will dare to attempt it. When be- 
ftowed upon the grateful, it makes him your 
humble fervant beyond the bounds of a formal 
compliment ; his life is devoted to your intereft. 
On the contrary, a mercenary knave runs always 
with the largeft and openeft purfe, and the fair* 
eft bidder fliall make him betray the beft friend 
he has ^ to kill a king, murder a father, ruin a 

bro- 
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brother, fell his country, his foul and body, and 
take the pillory and the fallows in his way to the 
devil. Money makes the phyfician promifc you 
health, when he fees you arc a dying j puts foola 
into offices ; and makes the lawyer (et a good 
face upon a bad caufe. 

F. Atticus, a wealthy citizen of Rome, rc- 
fufmg to fupply his prodigal fon with fo great a 
fum of money as he demanded, he refolved to 
get by ftcalth what he could not obtain by in- 
treaty. To that end, he and a fervant of his fa- 
ther's, that confederated with him, refolved* to 
break open a cheft, and rob his father of all the 
money that was in it; which, by agreement, 
was to be eaually divided between them, and 
each to feek their fortunes in a ftrange country. 
The money was in a chamber over that where 
his father and mother lodged, and having opened 
the cheft, and loaded themfelves with money, as 
they were coming down ftairs one of the bags 
brolcc, and the money rattling down ftairs, a- 
waked the father and mother, who apprehend- 
ed that thieves had broke into the houfe, and 
were robbing it. He rofe in great hafte, and lay- 
ing hold of his fon, whom he thought a ftranger, 
his fon killed him with a fliletto ; the mother 
running to the window to call for help, the ler- 
vant threw her out of it, and dalh'd her to 
pieces. Then the murderers made their efcape, 
and by day-break were got with their treafure 
three miles out of Rome, where they went into 
a public houfe, to confult which way they (hould 
bcnJ their courfe to avoid being apprehended ; 
but differing in opinions, and both being obfti- 
nate to take his own couife, the fer\i.nt dc- 

Vot. II. H mands 
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mands half of the money, which the fon re- 
fufing to give him, he beat his brains out with a 
hammer that he found in the room where th^ 
were. Then put fome money into a fire-lhovel» 
and havine melted it, called up the hoft, and 
thus befpoke him : < This dead man. is the foh 
^ of F. Atticus in Rome, to whom I was a ier- 

< vant \ laft night wc robb'd and murdered my 
^ mafter and miftrefs, and difagfeeing about 

< dividing the money, I hav^ (villain as I am) 
* killed the fon. O curfed monev, that has be* 

< trayed me to all thefe a£b of Darbarity, rob- 
^ bery and murder, but as money tempted me 

< to it, fo it (hall puni(h me for it/ And lb 
poured the melted filver down his throat, and 
died immediatelv. Pliny. 

King EdwaraVI. ofEngland having renounced 
the pope's fupremacv, and the errors, idolatry 
and fuperftition of the church of Rome ; when 
queen Mary L viras in the quiet poffeffion of the 
throne, fhe fent embafladors to pope Paul IV. 
to acknowledge and lament the late defection of 
the kingdom Irom that fee, to fubmlt to his ju- 
rifdi£lion, and beg abfolution. The embafladors 
being upon their knees, and the pope for fbme 
time having beheld them in that humble pofture, 
took them up, embraced them with great fatis- 
fa^on for the converfion of the kingdom, and 
in reward of fo much piety in Philip and Mary, 
whom he looked upon as the happy inftruments 
of fo blefled a change, gave them the titles of 
king and queen of Ireland ; and afterwards, in 
a private conference with the embafladors, he 
blamed England for having fhewed their peni- 
tence but in part, for while they retained any 

thing 
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thing of the goods of the diurch, and did not 
make reftttution to the utmoft ftrthitig, a curfe 
would remaih on the kingdom, and die people 
continue in a perpetual inare, and danger of 
danmation. He further told them, the Tooner 
thejr paid the peter-pence, (for collection of 
which he had ^eady fent an officer into Eng- 
land) the more eafjr would the gates of heaven 
be opened to diem : for how could they expeA 
that St. Seter would turn his keys, whilft they 
denied him thofe fees which were the dues and 
perqoifites of his office ? Here you fee that mo- 
n^, in the Icnfe of an infidliUe pope, has the 
keys of heaven and hell, and admits or excludes 
as 'tis produced or detained. Ricaut^s Lives 
if the Popes. 

Two French gentlemen being candidates for 
the fame ^mfdc^mnent at court, and bpth ap* 
pearing before the chancellor, at the fame time, 
for his fevour in it, he bid each of them fet 
fordi his pretenfions, for he was refolvcd to be- 
flow the office to hhn that he thought beft de« 
fcrved it. One of the gentlemen being a modeft 
and ingenious perfon, faid, ' I have no preten* 
^ fion, but the good fervices I have already done 

* the king, and the hopes of your excellency's 
^ favour in confidering them, which to morrow 

* will be attefted by leveral perfons of honour, 

* who defign to attend your excellcncv for that 

* purpofe.' The other being better inftrufted in 
the humour of the chancellor, faid, * I cannot 

* pretend to fervices already perform'd, but come 

* to tell your excellency, that I dare do or omit 
^ any thing the court (hall command me, and 

* have brought five hundred Lewis d'Ors with 

H 2 * tcvR^ 
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* me, for your excellency's fatisfa^on in my 

* future obedience/ The chancellor turning to 
the firft gentleman, iatd, ^ Sir, this gentleman 
^ has brought fuch authentic teftimonials with 
^ him, that I cannot refufe to grant him the em- 
^ ployment ; and to morrow, when your friendi 

* come, I will conflder your merits, for fome* 
^ thin^ that may fall hereafter \ therefore pray 
^ be diligent in finding a vacancy, and bring your 
*• friends with you, and you mav depend upqn 

* my £iVour in granting it.' De Ferris Hifi^ 
Abfolutions are as common and cheap at 

Rome as whores, for no money is refu&d for 
cither, where no more can be had. I have feen^ 
in the cuftody of Chriftophcr Cole of Charlton, 
in the countv of (iloceftcr, Kfq^ a pardon grant- 
ed to Sir Ralph Sadler, and his heirs for ever, for 
all their iim paft, prefcnt and to come \ with a 
a remark on the backfide of the grant, that the 
pardon coft twenty nobles. I'his puts me in 
mind of a Calabrian that had buggcr'd a eoat, 
and having bought an abfolution of his rather 
confcflbr, and bcine asked by a friend what it 
coft him, he anfwer d, ^ I procured it for four 
^ piftoles, I think for the other odd one, I might 
^ have had a difpcniation to have married the 
« bcaft.' 
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CHAP. LXXXIIL 

Murders Jirangely difcover^d. 

THE hateful fin of wilful murder is fo hor- 
rible in its own nature, that if the devil, 
after corrupting mens minds with the thoughts 
of it, did not alfo blind their underftandings, and 
bribe their confciences with the certainty of con- 
cealing it, and the hopes of efcaping puniflimcnt 
in this world, no man would be villain enough 
to commit ^ premeditated murder. In fome in- 
ftances murder has been long concealed j but, 
generally fpeaking, the all-feeing eye of heaven, 
to declare his abhorrence of fudi fanguinary abo- 
minations, detedls it by fome unthought-of ac- 
cident, and the barbarous a<Slors are made as ex- 
emplary in their punifhments, as they were in- 
famous in committing tliem, 

Luther gives a relation of a German, that 
fell into the hands of highwaymen, who not 
content with robbing him of all he had, but to 
conceal their theft would alfo murder him, as 
they were ftruggling to cut his throat, the poor 
traveller fpying a flight of cranes over his head, 
cried out, * O cranes, as you are witnefles of 

* my being murdered, fo 1 adjure you to detect 
' the murderers, that my blood may be reveng*d 

* by the hand of Juftice.* Not long after thefe 
thieves and murderers being drinking in an inn, 
a great flight of cranes came and fettled on the 
top of the houfe, making a dreadful noife apd 

H 3 d^. 
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cbmour, which the villains perceiving, fell a 
laughing and fcoffing among themfclves, faving, 

* Behold, there arc the fitly revengers or the 

* German's death, whom we robb*d and killed/ 
This being ovet-hcard by afervant in the Inn, 
he related their words to a magiftrate, who 
caufcd them to be apprehended, and examining. 
th«m fmgly, found they io difagrced in making 
their feveral defences, that the magiftrate catch- 
ing them tripping, laid the murder fo home to 
tlum, that they confefs'd the faA, and were all 
\AyX. to death accordingly. Beard's TheaU Judg. 

In the fecond year of the relen of king James 
i\\Q. Firft, one Anne Waters fettling an unlaw- 
ful love, or rather luft, on a young man in the 
neighbourhood, and finding their frequent meet- 
ings were interrupted by her husband, they a- 
greed to ftrangle him, which being done, thejr 
buried him under a dunghill in the cow^houfe. 
The man being mifs'd by his neighbours, and 
n^jic fufpcfling the wife of contributing to his 
a!;f(.nc.c, affifted her in her enquiries after him. 
h\ the mean time, one of the inhabitants of the 
villi ge dream'd, that his neighbour Waters was 
(tranglcd, and buried under a dunghill in the 
covv-houie ; and telling his dream to others, it was 
rcfolved the place fliould be fcarch'd, which was 
accordingly done, and Watcrs*s body being found 
there, and fome other concurring fufpicions ap- 
pearing, the wife was apprehended, and con- 
fefling the truth, was executed. Baker^s Chron^ 
A young butcher, who lived with and fervcd 
his mother near Smithfield Bars, wanting money 
to fupply his extravagant expences, and his mo- 
ther rcfufing to give it him, he took his oppor- 
tunity. 
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tunity, cut his motjiter's throat as (he lay fleep- 
ing in her bed, took aw^y twenty pounds, and 
hired a Gravefend boat at Billingfgate to carry 
him down to Tilbury Hope, pretending he was 
going to buy cattle at a feir in Eflex. The wa- 
termen's names were Smith and Gurney, who 
perceiving he had money, agreed fo cut his 
throat, and fhare it between them ; which be- 
ing done, they threw him over-board, wafhed 
their boat, and landed at Gravefend. This mur- 
der was concealed feveral years, till the mur- 
derers falling out at a game at fliuffle-board, and 
hot words arifing, one of them faid to the other, 

* Thou know'ft, rogue, it lies in my power to 

* hang thee, for murdering a man between L#on- 

* don and Gravefend/ * And if thou doft, rc- 

* pUed the other, thou fhalt hang for company, 
^ for thou didft waih the blood out of the boat, 

* and hadft thy fhare of the money/ Upon which 
being feized, they confeffed the fadV, were tried, 
convidled and condemn'd at Maidftone, and 
hang'd in chains on the water- fide, a little above 
Gravefend. None of the butcher's relations 
knew what became of him, till this accident 
happcn'd, and then the watermen defcribing the 
man, and the time, it was known to be the 
butcher, who the fkme morning bad murdered 
his mother. Clark's Mirror. 

Parthenius, treafurer to Theodobert king of 
France, having killed his dear friend Aufanius, 
and his wife ; when no man accufed, much lefs 
fufpeded him guilty of fuch a crime, providence 
fo ordered the affair, that he difcover'd it him- 
felf, after this ftrange manner. As he was tak-- 
ing his repofe in bed, he fuddenly cried out, 
H 4 ' Help, 
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* Help, help, or I am ruin'd to eternity* And 
being demanded what made him in fuch a ter- 
rible fright, he, between deeping arid waking, 
anfwcr'd, * That his friend Aufanius, and his 

* wife, whom he had murdered long ago, fum- 

* mon'd -him to anfwer before the tribunal of 

* (iod Almighty.' Upon which, words he was 
apprehended, and upon conviction ftoned to 
cc.:th. Beard's Thcatr, 

Two friends travelling together in the con- 
lines of Arcadia, when they came to Mxgara, 
f>:ic took up his lodging in a friend's houfe, and 
t^c ether in an inn. He that lodged with his 
fiicnd, thought he faw in his fleep his fellow- 
tr;;vcller begging his help againft the inn-keeper, 
who was attempting to murder him ; upon which 
he Icap'd out of bed, with a refolution to fee af- 
ter his friend, but confidering further of it, he 
thought it but a dream, and went to bed again. 
Mc was no fooner aflecp, but his friend appears 
a fccofid time wounJtd and bloody, faying, 

* Revenge my death, for I am killed by the inn- 

* keeper, and am now carrying towards the 

* gate m a cart covered with dung.' The man 
ilill fancied it was a melancholy dream, and yet 
thinking it would be an unpardonable negleA if 
there mould be any truth in it, made hade to 
the gate, and there finding a cart loaden with 
dung, as the apparition had told him, forced the 
cart to be unladen, and there to his forrow found 
the corps of his murder'd friend, for which the 
inn- keeper was profccuted and hang'd. Valcr. 
Maxim. 

A woman living at St. Neots, returning from 
Elfworth, where fhe had been to receive a le- 
gacy 
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gacy of I / J. that wai left her i and for, fear of 
being robbM, ty'd it up in her hair j and at (he 
>vas goins home, overtook her next-door neigh- 
bour, a butcher by trade, but kept an inn,- and 
lived In good reoute. The woman was glad to 
fee him, and told him what (he had been about % 
he asked her where (he had concealed the mo- 
ney ? She told him in her hair. The butcher 
finding a convenient opportunity, took her ofF 
her horfe, cut her head o/T, put it into his pack 
and rode oiT. A gentleman and his fervant 
coming dire£tly by, and feeing the body 
moving on the ground, order'd his fervant to 
fide full fpeed forward, and the firft man ha 
overtook to follow him wherever he went. The 
fervant overtook the butcher not a mile ofF the 
place, and asked him what town that was br-^ 
fore them ? He told him St. Neots. Says he» 
jny mafter is juft behind, and fent mic forward 
to enquire for a good inn for a gentleman and 
his fervant \ the murderer made anfwer, that he 
kept a good inn, where thev iliould be well 
ufed. Tne gentleman overtook them, and went 
in with them, and difmounted i bidding his fet- 
vant to take care of the horfes, he would take 
a walk in the town, and be back prefently. He 
went to a conAahle, and told him the wnole irf**- 
feir, who faid that the butcher was a very ho-* 
neft man, and had lived there many years in 
great reputation \ but going back with the gen« 
tleman, and fearching nis pack, the conftab}c> 
to his great furprize, found it was the head of 
his own wife. The murderer was fent to Hun- 
tingdon goal, and fliortly after executedi Vni-^ 
vtrfal friikly Jmrnttt^ Mwfh 8, 1740. 

Us Si 
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Sir Walter Smith of Shirfiwrd i« Warwick- 
Ibire, being grown an ag^d Aian, at the death of 
ias wife, confidered of a xnarriage for Richard 
this fon and heir, then at mm's eftate ; and tp 
that end made hJ3 intentions known to Mr. 
Thomas Chetwin, of Ingdlre in StafFordflurd, 
who entertaining the motion in the behalf c^ 
Dorothy his daughter, agreed to^ve 500 L witji 
hen cut no fooner nad Sir Walter fcen tli& 
young hdy, but he became a fuiter for Jumfelf, 
proffering 500 1. over and above the Jpinjtcr (he 
was to have had with hb fon, if {he wouU icon- 
fent to marry him. This fo wrought upon Mr» 
Chetwin, daat he efFefluallyperfuacied his daugh- 
ter to accept of the offer, and they were mar- 
ried accordingly. Not long after Ibe confentcid 
privately to receive the addreffes of one Williaai 
Robinfon of Drayton^Bailet, a gentleman of 
twenty-two years of age. And being impatieiit 
of all th^t might binder her full enjoyment of 
him, fhe contrived bow to get rid of her hus- 
band. And having corrupted her waiting-wo- 
man, and a groom of the fbhle, fhe reiqlvcd, 
by their help, and the affiftance of RobinfoQ, 
to flrangle him in his bed ; and tliough the lat- 
ter came not on the appointed night, fhe ftill 
irefolved to accomplifb what fhe had intended i 
for W9tchin£ her husband till he was felling a- 
fieep, ihe called in her accomplices, and putting 
a long towel about his neck, caufed the ^oom 
to lie upon him, to keep him from ftruggling, 
whilft herfelf and the maid, pull'd the towel, and 
•foon ftop'd his breath. Having thus diipatched 
the work, they carried him into another room, and 
there placed him upon a dofe-ftooL Soon aftpr 

the 
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the mm(} 9;id the grgom hein^ ^ot filently nwnyt 
the wife nude An outcry in the noufcy wringing her 
hands, pulling her huir^ and weeping extremely » 
pretencllng tha|t mifling him f^mc time out ot* 
oed, {he Went to foe wh{it wai become of him, 
and found hiip in that pofture. By this pre- 
tended furrow, (he prevented ull fufpiclon or hi» 
violent de:uh. Kot lonjg after fll^o went to Lon- 
don, fcttiM fo high a value upon her beauty, 
that Robinton became negleAed. Near two ycarw 
pa/Ted before thia deed of darknefa waa brought 
to light, when it t^appened in the following man- 
ner: The groom before-mentioned waa talcen 
into the fervice of Mr. Richard Smith, fon and 
heir to the murdered knight, and attending hiiu 
to Coventry, where liaving drank to excefii, htj 
took hia maftcr afide, and upon bin kneea aakM 
him forgivenefv for acting in the murder of bin 
father, tlcdurini; at the (amc time the particular 
circumftajjcca of it. Wliereupon Mr. Smith dif- 
crcctly cave him good words, but dcfired the 
people there to have an eye to him, that lu^ 
mignt not efcapc, when he hud flept and C()n* 
ftdrrcd what miitht be the ifllic thereof, Hut 
notwithdandin^ tliiN diu\'tiun, he fled .nwav with 
Win maAcr*a bell liorfc, and riding quickly \i\U% 
Wulea, attempted to go beyond fca \ but being 
hiudred I7 contrarv winda, after three eflayii to 
launch out, w.\a fo nappily purfucd by Mr. Smith, 
who fptired no coft in fending to (evcral portH, 
that he was taken and broupht prifoncr to wwr- 
wick i a« WHS alio the lady and her gentlewoman, 
all of them with griMt boldncft denyif)g the fuwt ; 
and the proom moll impudently chargin{j Mr. 
JBmhh with endeavouriiig to corrupt hua toac- 
.H6 iufo 
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cufc the lady (hb mother-in-law) felfely, to the 
end he might get her jointure : But upon his 
arraignment (ftruck with the apprehenfion of his 
guilt) he publickly acknowledged it, and juftified 
ivhat he had fo (aid to be true, to the face of 
the lady, and her maid, who at firft, with mudi 
feemms confidence, pleaded their innocence; 
but at length, feeing the particular drcumflances 
thus difcovered, they both conMed the fa&; 
for which having judgment to die, the lady was 
burnt at a ftake, near the Hermitage on Woolvey 
Heath, (towards the fide of Shirford lordihip) 
and the groom with the maid fufFered death at 
Warwick. Thb murder was committed Mav 
the I5tb, 1554. DugdaUs Antiq. of TVarwick- 
/hire. 



CHAP. LXXXIV. 

Nature^ s defeSls in fome fartSy fupplied 
by others, 

LOUD and common have been the com- 
plaints againft nature, reprefenting her as a 
ftcp-cfame to mankind, but as a natural and in- 
dulgent parent to other creatures. We, fay they, 
are brought forth with pain, and by our early 
cryings fortel our future miferies. We are often 
mifhaped in our births, defeftive jn our parts, 
and fometimes monftrous, whereas other crea- 
tures are born with eafe, fport and play as foon 
as they come into the world, and are very rarely 
-4e&rmed ; but thefe complakts are falfe and un« 
2 £iatc« 
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gratefully attributed to nature, who, as Ihe b ge- 
nerally kind and obliging to all her creatures, 
leaving none without neceflary means for tlie 
confervation of their beings, fo in a fpecial man- 
ner has fhe carried it with a motherly tendernefs 
to mankind above other animals, for if fhe fails 
in her firft intentions, which are always well de- 
figned, fhe makes fuch after-proviflons to fupply 
fuch defe£b, as we cannot contemplate without 
admiration, and even fUences the complaints of 
her infirm produ^ons ; when other creatures, 
for want of reafon, are incapable of applying 
fuch helps as fhe has provided. 

Thomas Schiveiker, of Combourg in Ger- 
many, a perfon well defcended, was born with- 
out arms, and yet with his feet could perform 
what any other man could do with his hands. 
Having fet himfelf upon a feat, equal with the 
height of the table, he took a knife with his feet, 
cut bread and meat, and carried it to his mouth 
with his feet, as likewife he did the cup, when 
he had a mind to drink, and that as readily as 
other people do with their hands. After dinner, 
to give us- (fays my author) other fpecimens of 
his dexterity this way^ he writ feveral copies of 
letters in the Latin and German tongues, fo ex- 
quifitely fair, and in flrait lines, that we were 
all ambitious of having fome of them, to keep 
as extraordinary rarities. Upon our requefts he 
made feveral good pens with a penknife, and pre- 
fented them to us. While he was employed in 
thefe things, I made particular obfervation of 
the make of his feet, and faw his toes were long, 
and fit to lay hold of any thing. The emperor 
Maximilian being in his progrels in that country, 

had 
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had a curjofity to fee him, ^x\A being pieced to fee 
' how nature hj^d f\ipplied her oym defe£t^, pre- 
^ted him wi^h a gratuity agreeable to his im- 
perial digj^ity. The fam/e author gives us a re- 
lation o; aiHotll^^er German born without arms, 
that could flourifh a fword oyer his bead, fling 
javelins at fuch a certainty tijiat he commonhr hit 
^e ^nark ^ ^d all other offices of the h^nds he 
perform'd with his feet. He was afterwards 
brpkep upon ti\e wheel, for feveral robberies jand 
murders he had committed. Qamor. bor. fubfif" 

Mr. Crifpe, brother to Sir Nicholas Crifpe, h^ 
been totally deaf a long time, but had attained to 
IVich a kno\yledge of what men fpoke, by the 
rnotion of thepr lips, that he was admired by all 
tfiat knew him. When Sir Alexander Cary was 
beheaded on Tower-hill, this Mr. Crifpe prefled 
through the crowd to get near the fcaffold, and 
Mr. Huft, an officer in the city train-bands, bid 
him forbear, till being told who he was^ and 
then made him room. When Sir Alexander 
turned himfelf to fpeak to the people, Mr. Crifpe 
fix'd his eyes fo fteadily upon the motion of his 
fips, that he carried away the fubftance of his 
j^eech, and declared it to feveral perfons. Clark* s 
Lives. 

A German, who had been blind from the fe- 
yenth year of his age, took fuch delight in mak- 
iiilg mufical organs, that in time he grew to be 
an excellent artift. Frederic duke of Wirtem- 
berg, fays my author, ihewed me an organ of 
cxquifite workmanfhip, that was of this blind 
man*s making. I heard the actift himfelf play 
Vjppn it, who made excellent mufic. I^ooking 

upcn 
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upon hia «yea, I could feo dp imperfeAion in 
themi but wHt convinced that ho wnt really 
blind, becaure he could work in the dark. Hfo 
could difcovcr the different /arts of wood he ufed 
in hia work, by the touch only. Plat Obfir, 

I waa credibly informed, faid Antoniua de Pa^ 
lermo, by king Ali^honfua, of a certain Sicijifui 
that waa born blind| that often fallowed bim a 
bunting, and would Oiew the hun^fmen, who 
bad th^ perfeA ufo of their eye-fight, the lodg- 
menta and retreata of the beaua of gamt , whc;n 
they then^felvta were at a lofa. He further faid, 
that the fame blind perfon having by hia parfi- 
mony got together the fum of five hundred 
crowna, and for fear of •bfmg them, buried 
them in the ground near hia habitation 1 but be- 
ing fpied by. a neighbour, and particular friend 
aiu) acquaintance, as fqon aa the blind man wu 
gone, he made bold to take it away. A (hort 
time after, the blind man going to vifit hia trea- 
Aire, found to hia great gnef and difappointment, 
that fome body had overfeen him, and put tl>o 
cheat upon him, which made bim almoft lofo 
bia fenfes, for he was a very covetoua man. At 
length, recovering the better ufe of hia intel- 
lera, he concluJea, that none could put thia 
ftbufe upon him, but his particular acquaintance 
aforenamed : Whereupon he makea him a vifit» 
and tills him he came to aik hia advice in a mat- 
ter of importance. I have, faya he, a thoufand 
crowna, that I have no prefcnt occafion for i 
half of them I have already hid in a verv fafe 
place, and the other half X know not what to 
do with i what think you, may not I venture to 
lay them with the lojrmer i Hia friend by all 
2 meana 
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means commended his prudent refolution, and 
with all imaginable diligence carried back th^ 
five hundred crowns he had taken away, in 
hopes of having the whole thouiand crowns to- 
gether. A while after the blind man goes to the 
hole, and finding his money there again, carries 
it to his own home ; and after he had lockM it 
up in his cheft, goes to his acquaintance, and 
merrily told him, ^ That the blind man (aw bet- 

* ter than he that had the perfect ufe of his eyc- 

• fight.' Camerar. hor. Subcif, 

It is reported of count Mansfield, that not- 
withftanding he was ftone blind, Jie could di- 
ftinguifh colours only by the touch ; and in the 
Philofophical Tranfaftions of the Royal Society, 
we have many examples of perfbns that coidd 
diftinguifh any one colour from another, and 
name what they handled only by feeling, with- 
out the help of fight. Bartholin. Hiji. Anatonu 
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Of JUep-walkers^ &ff. 

SOME perfons that love to amufe the world 
with the notion of apparitions, and tlie walking 
of fpirits, will needs attribute walking in fleep to 
fome good or bad fpirit^ which, infinuating itfelf 
into the body, governs it at pleafure j whereas, 
in truth, we fliould afcribe it to the imagination, 
which receives the impreffion of objefts in a very 
great degree ; fo that they are conftrained to 
move, and go towards the things rcprcfcnted, 

and 
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md not to wake, tho* they fwim over rivers, 
(of which there have been examples) by reafon 
of the great quantity of thick and glutinous va- 
pours that feize the brain, obitrufting its outlets, 
and may be helped on by a great quantity of fub- 
tile fpirits, quickncfs of wit, a habit and cuftom 
of doing fome aftion. Befidcs, extraordinary 
motions may as well be referred to dreams, as 
any other motions which are made in fleep, con- 
fidering they come from the fame caufe, are 
made by the fame organs, and differ not but in 
degree, the one being made by a bare reprefen- 
tation of the fpecies, and the other by a ftrong 
knpreflion of the imagination. So that to me 
it appears no more a wonder for a man to rife 
out of his bed, walk, get upon the ridge of a 
houfe, climb a tree, and do other like thing? 
without waking, than it is to fee another dreamer 
talk in his fleep, laugh, cry, ftir bis arms and 
legs, ftrike, kick and quarrel \ both being led to 
it by the fame means. 

A young man, in whofe conftitution cholcr 
was too predominant, rofe out of his bed faft 
afleep, took a fword in his hand, opened the 
doors, and muttering to himfelf as if he was 
much enraged, went into the ftreet, and quar- 
relled alone, making feveral pafles as eagerly as 
if he had been duelling with an enemy, till, by 
a flip of his foot, he fell down and wounded 
himfelf in the breaft with his fword. Hereupon 
awaking terribly frighted with the wound, that 
mifled but a little of taking away his life, and 
beine apprehenfive that thefe night-walkings 
would one time or other be fatal to him, he 

ap. 
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applied himfelf to me, fays my author, and was 
cured. Zacut. Lufttan, prax. admrand. 

Henricus ab Heercs gives us a relation of a 
young man, much addiftcd to poetry, while he 
was in a famous academy, who cudgeUing his 
brains, one whole day, in making, correcting 
and blotting out again his compofitions, and not 
being able to pleafe himfelf, was forced to leave 
many gaps and fpaces till a more lucky fitting. 
But rinng faft afleep in the night, he opened his 
desk, fell to writing, and filled up the chafms, 
read aloud what he had written, laugh'd hear- 
t^v at what pleafed him, and called his bed- 
fellow to do the like \ then put off his fhoes and 
doaths, (hut his desk, and laid his papers in the 
fame pofliure he had found them, went to bed 
^gMn, and flept till be was called up, utterly ig- 
norant of what he bad done in die night-time. 
In tbe morning returning to bis ftudles, and find- 
ing his verfes filled up with his own hand, be 
was greatly furprized, and in the utmoft per- 
' plexity, till his fellow-ltudent acquainted him 
with what he had done. Some time after he left 
the fchools, and betaking himftlf to a wife, was 
haunted with the fame infirmity, would rife in 
the night, take the child out of the cradle, walk 
about the houfe with it, and anfwer any queftion 
truly, that his wife would ask him. About the 
40tn year of his age, to his great fatisfadion, 
this cuftom left him, unlefs he had drank hard 
over night. His wife and whole family, that had 
feen him walking, reading and writing, afErm'd 
that he fpoke as plainly as if he had been awake, 
and that his eyes were open all the time, of 
which he was wholly ignorant, and fmcerely 

pro- 
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protcftcJ he faw not at all, and rcmcmbred no- 
thing of what they faid he had done Henric. 
ab fleer, Ohfer. Medic. 

An Englifhman in Paris rofe out of his bed 
in his fleep, unjock'd the doors where he lodg'd» 
and taking his (word in his hand» walked down 
to the river Seine, where, nneeting with a boy, 
he killed him, put up his fword,*and return'd to 
his bed ftill faft afleep \ and in the mornine re- 
member'd nothing of the evil he had done. 
Sch9t. Phyf. curiof: 

No lefs ftrange is the hiftory of a young gen- 
tleman, who was troubled with this infirmity, 
who rofe out of his bed in his fleep ftark naked, 
and taking his ihirt in his hand, by the help of 
a cord, cltmbed up to the top of a high towor 
in the caftle where he was^ and there finding a 
neft of magpies, put all die young ones very 
carefully in his ftiirt, and returned tp his bed by 
the fame way he came. Next mlbrniiig when 
he waked, he told his Iwrother, that in the night 
he dreamed he had robbed a magpie's neft, and 
wondering what he had done with his (hirt, bid 
his brother look about the room for it, but he 
not finding it, he rofe himfelf, and fearching 
every where, at laft found it with five young 
magpies wrapt up in it. Schench, OIL 

Gregorius Horftius, in one of his cpiftles to 
Fabriciu5, relates the hiftonr of a young kinfman 
of his, that dwelt in the lame houfo with him 
at Wirtemberg in Germany j that coming home 
one night full of drink, went to bed, and flept 
till about twelve o'clock, then r^fe in his fleep, 
and after walking about the roonV a while, went 
dire£lly to the window to get out, the unufutfl 

noife 
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noife ttet he made awaked Horftius, who leapt 
out of bed, and run to fee what it was that oc- 
cafioned it ; but juft as he came, the young man 
fell from the window into the paved ftreet, where 
he expefted he had been dafhed to pieces in his 
fall, but it proved better ; for tho' he was much 
hurt and bruifed, yet at length he recovered. 
Fabric, Obf. Chirurg. 

A young gentleman going down from London 
into the weft of England, to the houfe of a very 
worthy gentleman, to whom he had the honour 
to be related ; it fell out that die gentleman's 
houfe at that time happening to be full, by rea- 
fon of a kinfwoman's wedding that had been 
lately kept there, he told the young gentleman 
that he was very glad to fee him, and that be 
was very welcome to him j but, faid he, I kncfW 
not how I fhall do for a lodging for you ; for 
my coufm's marriage has not left a room free, 
but one, and that is haunted ; you fhall have a 
very good bed, and all other accommodations. 
Sir, reply'd the young gentleman, you will very 
much oblige me, in letting me lie there, for 1 
have often coveted to be in a place that was 
haunted. The gentleman very glad that his kinf- 
man was fo well pleafed with his accommoda- 
tion, ordered the chamber to be got ready, and a 
good fire to be made in it, it being winter-tfinc. 
When bed-time came, the young gentleman was 
conduced up into his chamber, which befides a 
good fire, was fumiflied with all fiiitable accom- 
modations ; and having recommended himfelf to 
the divine protedHon, goes to bed, where hav- 
ing lain fome time awake, and finding no diftur- 
bance, he fell afleep ; out of which he was awaked 

about 
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about three o'clock in the morning, by the open- 
ing of the chamber-door, and the coming in of 
fome body in the appearance of a young woman, 
having a night-drefs on her head, and only her 
fmock on ; but he had no perfeft view of her, 
for his candle was burnt out. And tho' there 
was a fire in the room, yet it gave not light 
enough to fee her diflinfUy. But this unknown 
vifitant going to the chimney, took the poker, 
and ftirM up the fire, by the flaming light 
whereof he could difcem * the appearance of 
a young gentlewoman more diftindlly; but 
i¥hether it was flefh and blood, or an airy 
phantom, he knew not. This lovely appear- 
ance having ftood fome time before the fire, 
as if to warm her, at lafl walked two or three 
times about the room, and then came to the bed- 
fide, where having flood a little while, ihe took 
up the bed-cloaths, and went into bed, pulling 
the bed-cloaths upon her again, and lay very 
quietly. The young gentleman was a little flart- 
led at diis unknown bed-fellow, and upon her 
approach, lay on the further fide of the bed, 
not knowing whether he had befl rife or not* 
At lafl, lying very flill, he perceived his bed-fel- 
low to breathe, by which guefling her to be flefh 
and blood, he drew nearer to her, and taking 
her by the hand, found it warm, and that it was 
no airy phantom, but fubflantial flefh and blood ; 
and finding (he had a ring on her fingers, he 
took it off unperceived ; the gentlewoman being 
ail this while afleep, he let her lie without 
difhirhing of her, or doing ^y thing elfe, 
than only laying his hand upon her, to di- 
itinguifb of what fex fhe was s which h^Vv^ANsoSL 
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juft time to do, before fee flung oflT the bed- 
cbaths again, and gettmg up walk'd three or 
four times about the room, as fee had done be- 
fore ; and then ftanding a white before the door, 
openM it, and went out, and ihut it after 
her. The young gentleman perceiving by this in 
what manner die room was haont^ rofe up, 
and locked the door on the iniide, and then lay 
down again, and flept till morning ; at wfaicn 
time the mafter of the houfe came to him to 
know how he did, and whether he had feen any 
thing or not ? He told htm riiere was an appa- 
rition appeared to him, but begg'd the favour of 
him that he would not urge him to fay anything 
further, till the whole femily were ail tc^ether. 
The gentleman complyM with his requm, tel- 
ling him, as lone as he was well, he was very 
wcB fatisfied. ihz dcfffe the whole "family had 
to know the iflue of thk affair, made them dre6 
with more expedition than ufual, fo that there 
was a general afTembly of the gentlemen and la- 
dies before eleven o'clock, not one of them be- 
ing willing to appear in her defeabille. When 
they were got all together in the great hall, the 
young gentleman told them that he had one fa- 
vour to defire of the ladies before he would fay 
any thing, and that was, to know whether any 
of them had loft a ring ? The young gentlewo- 
man from whofe finger it was taken, having 
miffed it all the morning, and not knowing how 
fee loft it, was glad to hear of it again, and i^ea- 
dily own'd fee wanted a ring, but whether lofl 
or iniflaid, flie knew not. The young gentleman 
asked her if that was it, giving it into her hand, 
which fee acknowledging to be hers, and thank- 
ing 
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ing him» he turned to his kinfman the mt&tt of 
the houfe ; * Now, Sir, faid he, I can afliire vou, 
* taking the centlewoman by the hand, dm m 
^ the lovely ipirit by which your chamber is 
^ haunted.' And thereupon repeated what I have 
already declared. iBut I want words to expreft 
the confufion the youitg gentlewoman feefn d to 
be ih at this relation, who declared herftlf per- 
fbAIy ignoraiit of all that he faid \ but did be- 
lieve it mi|ht be fo, bieciuib 6f the ring, which 
(he perfeoiy Well l-emember'd (he had on when 
(he went to bed, ai\d knew not how (he loft it. 
This relation gave the whole eotnpany a great 
cteal of diveWion : For after all, the father de- 
d^'d, that fince his daughter had alreadv gone 
to bed to his kinfman, it ihould be his fault If he 
did not next go to bed to his daughter, he be- 
ing willing to beftow her upon him, and give 
her a goodportion : This generous otler was fo 
advantageous to die young gentleman, that he 
could by no means refufc it \ and his late bed- 
fellow nearing what her father had faid, was 
ci^ily prevailed upon to accept of him for 'her 
husband. No£furnal Rtvels. 

One Samuel Chilton of Tinsbury near Bath, 
a labouring man about twenty-five years of age, 
of a robuli habit of body, not fat but flcfhy, 
and of a dark brown hair, happened, on tfie 
13th of May 1694, without any vifible caufe, 
to fall into a very profound fleep, out of which 
he could by no means be roufed by thofe about 
him, till after a month's time j when he rofe of 
himfdf, put on his cloaths, and went about his 
bufmefs of husbandry as ufual \ he flept, e;.t and 
drank an before, but did not fpeak a word, till 

about 
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about a month after. All the time he fleptt 
vi£luals and drink ftood by him, which were 
fpent every day, and as was fuppofed, by him, 
tho' no perfon (aw him eat or drink all the 
while \ from this time he remained free from 
any drowfmels or fleepinefi, till about the 9th of 
April 1696, when he fell into his fleeping fit 
again, as he had done before. After fome days 
his friends were prevailed on to try what eflfeft 
medicines might have upon him \ and according* 
}y, one Mr. Gibbs, an apothecary, bled, blifter- 
^, cupped and fcarified him^ and ufed all tlie 
external irritating medicines he could think of; 
but all was to no purpofe ; and after the firft 
fortnight, he was never obferved to open his 
eyes ; vi£hials ftood by him as before, which he 
eat of now and then ; but no body ever law him 
cat or evacuate, tho' he did both very regularly 
as be had occafion ; and fomedmes they founa 
him faft afleep with the pot in his hand in bed, 
and fometimes with his mouth full of meat. In 
this manner he lay about ten weeks, and then 
he could eat nothing at all ; for his jaw feemed 
to be fet, and his teeth clinched fo clofe, that 
with all the art they ufed with inftruments, they 
could not open his mouth, to put any thing into 
it to fupport him. Atlaft, obfervinga hole made 
in his teeth by holding his pipe in his mouth, 
they now and then poured fome tent into his 
throat thro' a quill ; and this was all he took for 
fix weeks and four days, and of that not above 
three pints or two quarts. He had made water 
but once, and never had a ftool all that time. 
On the 7th of Auguft, which was fevcnteen 
weeks from the ninth of April, when he began 

to 
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to fleep, he awaked, put on his doaths, and 
walked about the room, not knowing he had 
flept above a night ; nor could he be perfuaded 
he had lain fo long, till going out into the fields^ 
he found every body bufy in getting in their har- 
Tefl: ; and he remembered very well, when he 
fell afleep, that they were fowing their barley 
and oats, which he then faw ripe and fit to be 
cut down. There was one thine obfervable, that 
tho' his flefli wjis fomewhat wafted with lying fo 
long a-bed, and &fting for above fix weeks, yet 
« certain gentleman aflfured Dr. Oliver, that 
when he faw him, which was the firft day of 
his coming abroad, he looked brisker than ever 
he faw him in his life before ; and upon asking 
him, whether the bed had made him fore, he 
aflured this gentleman, that he never found that 
nor any other inconvenience at all ; and that he 
bad not the leaft remembrance of any thing that 
paffled, or was done to turn all that wlvile \ fo 
that he went again to his husbandry, as he was 
wont to do ; and remained well from that time, 
till the 17 th of Auguft 1607, when in the morn- 
ing he complained of a (nivering and a coldnefs 
in his back j he vomited once or twice, and that 
fame day he fell into his fleeping fit again. Dr. 
Oliver going to fee him, found him afleep, with r 
a cup of b^r and a piece of bread and cheefe 
upon a ftool by his bed, within his reach ; the 
Dr. felt his pulfe, which at that time was very 
regular 5 and alfo found his heart beat very re- 
gular too, and his breathing was eafy and free ; 
the Dr. only obferved, that his pulfe beat a little 
too flrong i he was in a breathing fweat, and 
and had an agreeable warmth all over his bodv \ 
Vol. II. I tiien 
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then the Dr. put his mouth to his car, and called 
him as loud as he could feveral times by his name, 
pulled him by the ftiouldcrs, pinched his nofe^ 
ftopt his moudi and nofe together, as long as 
he could without choaking him, but to no pur- 
pofe ; for all this time he did not givt the leaft 
fign of his bemg fenfible ; the Dr. lifted up hi* 
eye-lids, and found his eye-balls drawn up under 
his eye-brows, and fixed without any motion at 
all ; then the Dr. held under one noftril, for a 
confiderable time, a phial with fpirit of fal armo^ 
niac, extrafted from quick-lime; then he in- 
jeifted it feveral times upon the fame noftril ; and 
tho* he had poured into it about half an ounce 
of this fiery fpirit, it only made his nofe run, 
and his eye-lids fhiver and tremble a very litde; 
the Dr. finding no fuccefs with this, crammed 
that noftril wim powder of white hellebore, and 
fiaying ibme time afterwards in the room, to fee 
what efFe6ts all thefe together might have upon 
him, lie never gave any fign that he felt what 
the doftor had done, nor difcovered any manner 
of uneafinefs by ftirring any one part of his body, 
that the dodlor could obferve. And after all 
thefe experiments, the doctor left him, being 
pretty well fatisfied, that he was really afleep, 
and no fuUen counterfeit, as fome people fup- 
pofed. Upon the doftor's relating what he had 
obferved, leveral gentlemen from Bath went out 
to fee him, and found him in the fame condition 
the Dr. had left him in the day before, only his 
nofe was inflamed and fwelled very much, and 
the lips and the infide of his right noftril was blif- 
tered and fcabby, occafioned by the fpirit and 
the hellebore. About ten days after the Dr. had 

been 
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been to fee him, Mr. Woolmcr an apothecary 
finding his pulfe pretty high, drew about four- 
teen ounces of blood from his arm, tied it up 
affain, and left him as he found him \ and Mr. 
Woolmcr affurcd the Dr. that he made not the 
leaft motion in the world when he pricked him, 
nor all the while his arm was bleeding. Several 
other experiments were made by fuch as went 
to fee him from Bath, but to no purpofe. The 
Dr. Taw him again the latter end of September, 
and found him in the fame pofture« Iving in his 
bed \ but now his pulfe was not fo /trung, nor 
had be any fweats as when the doctor faw hint 
before* He tried him again, by flopping h\% 
nofe and mouth, but to no purpofe \ and a gen- 
tleman ran a large pin into his arm to the bone, 
but he gave no ngns of his being fenftble of what 
was done to him. In all this time the Dr. was 
aflured, that no body had fecfi him either eat 
or drink, tho" they endeavoured it ;is much as 
pofliblc J but that it always itood by him, and 
they obfcrved that fometimcs once a day, and 
other times once in two days, all was gone. It 
was further obfervable, tliat he never fouled liis 
bfidt but always went to the pot. In this luaia- 
ner he lay till the 19th of November, wlien his 
mother hearing him make a noife, ran imn\e- 
diately to him, and found him eating. She ask'd 
him now he did ? Very well, he faid, thank 
God. She asked him again, which he liked belt, 
bread and butter, or bread and cheefc ? He an- 
fwered bread and i hccfc. Upon this the wonian 
overjoyed left him, to acciuaint his brother with 
it ; and both running ftrait into the chamber to 
difcourfc him, they found hinn as tail aflccp \\% 
I a ever 
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ever, and they (could not bv any means awake 
him. From this time, to the end of January, 
or the beginning of February, he did not fleep 
fo profoundly as before ; for when they called 
him by his name, he feemed to hear them, and 
become fomewhat fenfible, tho' he could not 
make them any anfwer. His eyes now were not 
ihut fo very clofe, and he had frequently great 
tremblings of his eye-lids, upon which they ex-^ 
peded every day when he would awake, which 
did not happen till about the time mentioned ; 
«nd then he awaked perfedUy well, remember- 
ing nothing that happened all the while. It was 
obferved, that he was very little altered in his 
flefh, only he complained, that the cold pinched 
him more than ufual, and fo he prefendy went 
to husbandry, as at other times. Pbilofopbical 
Tranfa£fions. 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 

Thai good and evil depend upon opinion 

MEN are tormented with the opinion they 
have of things, and not by the things 
themfelves. It would be a great viftory for the 
relief of our miferable human condition, if this 
propofition were eftablifhed for a certainty 
throughout. For if evils have no admiflion into 
us, but by the judgment we ourfglves make of 
• them, then it would be in our own power to 
dcfpife them, or to convert them to our ad- 
vantage. If things furrender themfelves to our 
mercy, why do we not accommodate them to 
our benefit r If what we call evil and torment, 
is neither evil nor torment of itfelf, and that 'tis 
only our fancy that eives it that quality, it is in 
us to change and alter it, and it bemg in our 
choice, if there be no conftraint upon us, we 
muft certainly be very great fools, to takq arms 
for (hat fide which is moft offenfive to us, and 
to give ficknefs, want and contempt a naufeous 
tafte, if it be in ovu* power to give them a more 
grateful relifli ; and if chance fimply provide the ' 
matter, 'tis for us to give it the form. 

We hold death, poverty and grief for our prin- 
cipal enemies, but this death which fome repute the 
moft dreadful of all dreadful things, others call a 
fafc harbour from the ftorms and tempcfts of life I 
the fovereign good of nature ! the fole fupport 
of liberty, and the common and fpeedy remedy 
I 3 of 
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of all evils j and as fomc cxpcft it with fear and 
trembling, others fupport it with greater cafe 
than life. 

ITieodorus told Lyfima* hus, who threatncd 
to kill him, * Thou wilt do a brave thing to u- 

* furp the power of a Cantharidcs. ' How many 
of the vulgar rout do we fee led to execution, 
and that not a fimple death, but mixed with 
fhame, and fomctimcs cruel torments, who ap- 
pear with fuch aflu ranee, that we can obfervc 
i)o change from their ordinary condition, fettling 
thcu- affairs, finging, preaching to the people, 
and fometimes fallying out into Jefts. One that 
was carrying to the gaUows, dcnred the fhcrifF's 
oHicers not to carry him through fuch a ftrect, 
luil a merchnrit that lived there ihould arreft 
him for an old debt. Another told the hang- 
man, he mufl not touch his neck, for fear of 
nuiking hijQi lau^h, he was fo tickliih in that 
part. Anotlier anfwcr'd his father confeflbr, who 
promifed he ihould that day fup with our Lord ; 

* Do you then, fays he, hang in my room, for 

* I would willingly faft to day/ Another having 
called for drink, and the hangman having drank 
£rft, (aid, * He would not drink after him, for 

* fear of catching the pox/ Every body has 
heard the tale of the Piccard, to whom, being 
upon the ladder, they prefentcd a whore, telling 
him, as the law of France fometimes permits, 
that if he would marry her, they would (ave his 
life. He havinc confidered hear a while, and 
perceiving that me halted, iaid, ^ Come, come, 

* tie me up, tie me up, ihe limps, and I abhor 
^ to ride a lame jade. A like ftory is told of a 
fellow in Denmark, that was condemned to lofe 

his 
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his head) and the fame propofal being made him on 
the fcaffold, he rcfufed it, becaufc the maid they 
ofFered him had hollow cheeks and a fliarp nofe. 
When Lewis XI. took the city of Arras, many 
of the citizens fufFered themfclvcs to be hang'd, 
rather than they would fay, ' God fave the king/ 
Should I give you a catalogue of thofe of all 
fexes and conditions, who with refolution have 
look'd death in the face, or voluntarily fought it 
to avoid the evils of this life, and others for the 
hope of a better condition elfcwhere, I fhould 
never have done. Montaign's E£'ays, 

Pain is look'd upon as the moft tormenting 
thing in the world, and yet we may comfort 
ourfdves, that if pain be violent, 'tis but fliort, 
and if long, nothing violent. That which makes 
,vs fufFer pain with fo much impatience, is not 
accuftoming ourfelves to repofe our chiefeft con- 
tentment in the foul, that we do not rely upon 
,her, who is the fole and fovereign miure& of 
our condition. 'Tis the fharpnefe of our con- 
ceit that gives the edge to our pains and plea- 
fure ; therefore mtn fhould oppofe, and floutly 
fet themfelves againft pain, becaufe in retiring 
and giving ground, we invite and pull the trou- 
ble upon ourfelves : for it is with pains as with 
flones, that receive a more fprightly or a more 
languiihing luftre, according to the foil they 
are fet upon, and pains have no more room in 
us than we are pleafed to allow them. We are 
more fenfible of a little touch with a furgeon's 
' lancet, than of twenty wounds with a fword in 
the heat of battle. The pains of child-bearing 
are very great, and yet there are whole nations 
that make nothing of it, as the Lacedemonian 
I 4 wo- 
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women. What alterations can you fee in the 
Switzcrs wives of the French guards, faving that 
to day you fee them trotting after their husbands 
with their children at their backs, that yeilcrday 
they carried in their bellies. A poor Lacedae* 
monian boy having ftole a fox, and hid him un* 
der bis coat, rather endured the gnawing out his 
bowels, than to difcover his theft. Cuftom 
gouM never conquer nature, if we did not in- 
fect our minds with fhadows, wantonnefei neg* 
ligcnce and floth, and by vain opinions and cor- 
n pt manners render it mean and effeminate ; fo 
th'ct pain and grief are not in nature, but opi- 
nion. Ibid. 

How many pcrfons have, by* their own , con- 
fent, acquired both profit and preferments from 
cuckoUry, of which the bare name affrights fo 
many people ? The generality of men look upon 
abundance of children as a great bleffing, and 
others think it as great a bleffing to be without. 
That opinion gives value to things is manifefi:, 
fince we never confider cither their virtue or 
their ufe, but only how dear they coft us. Opi- 
nion gives value to the diamond, difficulty to 
virtue, fufFering to devotion, and griping to 
phyfic. Hid. 

Epicurus fays. That to be rich is no advan- 
tage, but an alteration of affairs. In plain truth, 
it is not want, but rather abundance that creates 
avarice. All external acceffions receive tafle 
and colour from the internal conflitution, as 
cloaths warm us, not with their heat, but our 
own, which they are fit to cover and keep in. 
Ibid. 

Alex- 
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Alexander the Great having overcome the 
Perfian king Darius, and rifled his camp, he fent 
an hundred talents of filver to Phocion, which 
were part of the fpoils ; who, inftead of admir- 
ing the bounty of the donor, refufed to accept 
the prefent, faying to the meilenger^, * Why 
^ does Alexander beftow fo great a largefs on 
me, rather than on the reft of the Athenians ?' 
Becaufe, faid the meflengers, he looks upon 
' you as his friend, and a very good man/ 

* Why then, faid Phocion, let him give mc leave 

* to live as I am.' The meflengers would not 
leave him fo, but followed him to his own home, 
and told him it was a fhame the fiiend of Alex- 
ander the Great fhould live in fuch a mean con- 
dition. Phocion feeing a poof old man go by, 
asked them, * Whether they thought him in a 

* worfe condition than that man ?' * Heavens 

* forbid it fhould he fo, reply'd they.' < Yet, 

* anfwer'd he, that man lives with lefs than I 
^ do, is contented, and has enough. If I (hould 

* take the fum of money, and not make ufe of 

* it, 'tis the fame thing as if I had it not ? If I 

* fhould employ it in my own affairs, all the 

* city would fpeak evil both of the king^ and me. 

* I have enough, becaufe I don't Want/ or wifh 

* for any more.' And fo fent back the prefent 
to Alexander, and by that aft fhewed himfclf to 
be richer that wanted nothing, than he that had 
fuch large fums to give away. Pltd, in Phscion. 



I s CHAP. 



( 178) 

CHAP. LXXXVIL 

Of opprejfors and oppreffion. 

LIBERTY and property are fuch eflential re- 
quifites to the well-being of every kingdom, 
and are fo highly valued by all fubjedh, whofe 
births and laws denominate them freemen, that 
there is no peace to be had without the enjoy- 
ment of them : Nay, fo zealous are fubjeAs to 
maintain them, that if they are once poflefs'd 
with a notion that the prince defigns to invade 
their privileges, tho' they may be miftaken in 
the matter, and the prince is mifreprefented ; yet 
he muft never expc(ft a good word or quiet hour 
after it. Their fears will fupply the want of 
truth, and jealoufy will put fwords into their 
hands by way of prevention. Oppreflion makes 
wife men mad, and none but fools will bear it. 
A tyrant and oppreflbr is no lefs an enemy to 
hinifdf than his fubjcfts j for they feldom prof- 
per, when inftead of the prayers and bleffings of 
tl:e people, they are followed with nothing but 
their reproaches and curfes, for endeavouring to 
eiiflave their perfons, and rob them of their pro- 
perties. There are alfo men of much inferior 
rank to princes, that, to their power, are greater 
oppreflbrs, and muft e5(peft a proportionable pu- 
nifhment. For the fin is fo hateful to God and 
man, that 'tis commonly retaliated upon them 
or their generation after them. 

Lewis 
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Lewis XI. king of Fi:aace, having been % 
terrible opprdlbr of his people by exceffive taxes, 
and enfijorced contributions, uf«d to iay in mer- 
riment, that he was fendble of his error, but he 
would take time enougk to rq^nt of it before 
he died, that he might have nothing to anfwer 
for in another world ; but if it had been real, 
as the reiblution was feigned and jocular, he had 
no time to even his accounts witli heaven, for 
he was cut off by a fudden death. FrenchfieWs 
Hifi. Improved. 

The Ephedans baniihed Hermodorus the phi* 
lofopher for this only caufe, that he had the re- 
putation of an honeft man^ and lived in great 
modefty and frugality ; the tenor of their decree 
was» that no man {hould be a better husband of 
his eftate than the reft, or excel others in any 
particular, for if he did he muft be forced int<» 
exile. CisL Antiqu. Le£f, 

John Cameron, bilhop of Glafgow in Scot* 
land, was fo given to covetoufhefs, extortion,, 
violence and oppreflion, efpecially upon his own 
tenants and vaflals, he would fcarce afford thent 
bread to 'eat, or cloaths to cover their nakednefs* 
But the niglit before Chriftmas day, and iii tlie 
middle of all his cruelties, as he lay in bed at 
his houfe in Lockwood, he heard a voice fum- 
moning him to appear before the tribunal of 
Chrift, and give an account of his afiions. Be- 
ing terrified v^-ith tliis notice, and the pangs of 
a guilty confcience, he called up his fervants,. 
commanded them to briaig lights and ftay in 
the room with him. He himfelf took a book m 
his hand, and began to read, but the voice be- 
ii}g heard a fecond time, ftruck all his fervants. 
I 6 witli 
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with horror. The ume voice repeating the fum« 
mons a third time^ and with a louder and more 
dreadful accent ; the bifliop, after a lamentable 
and frightful groan^ was found dead in hit bed* 
with his tongue hanging out of his mouth, a 
dreadful fpefbde to all the beholders. This re- 
lation being alfo made by Buchanan in the iame 
terms, I thought fit to record it, as a remark- 
able example of God's judgment againft the fin 
of opprcflion. • Spot/wood's Hi/L 

Afliui Pa(ha rcfofving to perpetuate his name 
by erecting that (lately mofque at Grand Cairo 
hi Egypt, and yet with little or no coft of his 
own, committed fuch unparallclled barbarities 
upon the people of the countries round about 
him, to get money of them to begin and finiih 
that noble ftruAure, that the complaints of his 
tvranny and opprcffion bcine tranfmitted to the 
'lurkim emperor, he fent Ibrahim Pafha with 
letters to him, according to the cuftom of that 
ftiltan, wrapt up in black filk, the contentr 
whcra)f were, * As foon as this our fcrvant (hall 

* come to thcc, our will and plcafure b, that 

* tliou iiT<nie(liatc:ly fend us tliy head by him t9 
^ our city of Conibntinoplc.' And thus the mi* 
fcrable opprcflbr ended his hated life. 

King VVilliam I« to accommodate liimfclf for 
\h(: pleafurc he took in hunting, dcftroyed thirty 
niiic-8 conipar* of ground in Hampfhire, demo- 
hihtd tljirty-fix parifh churches, and left all the 
iiLfial)it;ints without houfe or kind, to the ruin of 
thouCinda of people, to make the New Forcft 
in that cou^itry. But the juft hand of heaven 
was viiible upon his pofterity for this oppreffion 
and dcvallaiion i for in this very New Forcft 

his 
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his two fons, Richard by a peftilential air, and 
William Rufiis by the fliot of an arrow, (whe- 
ther cafual or premeditated is not yet determined) 
and his grandfon Henry, fon of duke Robert, 
by hanging in a bough of a tree, came all to 
untimely deaths. Hiji. of England, 

John king of England, among his other vices, 
was a great tyrant and a cruel oppreflbr. He 
ufurped the crown from the true heir Arthur, 
fon of JeofFrv Plantagenet, elder brother of king 
John, who Deing taken a prifoner at war, was 
bafely murdered, with many other noblemen, 
by the king's order. Without caufe he repu- 
diated his wife Avis, and married another. He 
fined the earls and barons in eight parts of their 
goods, for not going with him into Normandy, 
which he loft by his tyranny and oppreffion. 
He laid fuch heavy taxes upon the whole king- 
dom, and fo preyed upon the lives and eftates of 
his fubjefts, to fupport his defperate couiics, as 
forced them to revolt. By violating the privi- 
leges, and feizing the dcmcfncs of the church, 
he fet the whole clergy againft him. The Welch 
having given him twenty-eight children as ho- 
ftages, to fecure their obedience, upon a caufelefs 
pretence, they were all hang'd at Nottingham in 
his fight. A Jew refufing to lend him fo much 
money as he required, he caufed every day onct 
of his great teeth to be pulled out for feven days 
together 5 and then the poor Jew was content to 
give him ten thoufand marks of filver to fpare 
the one tooth he had left. The fame king af- 
faulting the chaftity of the daughter of Robert 
Fitzwater, called Maud the Beautiful, and being 
repulfed, he caufed her to be poifoned. But not 

long 
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long after the king himfelf met with the (aoie 
fate, being' poifon'd by a monk of Swineftead 
abbey in Norfolk. Bakgr's Chron, 



CHAP. Lxxxvm. 

Of tndulgeni and fever e parents. 

A Religious difcharge of relative duties i$ the 
true chara£);er of a man and a chriftian^ 
for though we are obliged to be kbd and benefi- 
cent to all men, yet we muft firft begin at home ; 
for he that takes no care of his own is worfe thaa 
an infidel. All men are not capable of making 
their children great, rich and learned; but aU 
may be kind, indulgent, and do what they are 
able. Good words, kind looks, and wholefome 
advice, tho' of value in themfelves, yet they coflr 
nothing in acquiring or bellowing, and from him 
that is fparing of them, nothing that's good can 
be expected. Men often complain of undutiful 
children, and indeed there are too many fuch in 
the world ; but parents would do well to confider, 
whether their own covetoufnefs, frowardnefs, and 
a continued feverity was not the firft occaiion of 
it. There is a neceffity for a parent fometimes to 
(hew that he can be angry, and out of humour, 
upon a juft provocation \ but to be always fo, ia 
a fign of very ill nature, and tacitely inftrufls 
the child in leflbns of difobedience j for he that 
Itudies to pleafe, and finds his endeavours ineffec- 
tual, commonly runs into the oppofite vices of 
ftubbomcfs and extravagancy* I'bc duties are 

plaia 
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uliiiti on both fidcii and oqually obliging : ChiU 
uroni be dutiful to vour parcntN \ and fathcru^ 
provoke not your children to wratl)| left they bo 
Uifcoumged. 

Charlci the Great woi fo entire a lover of hia 
torn and daughter«i tlmt he would iu)t go to din- 
ner or Cupperi unlefii he had their company ( and 
it at any time ho bad occafion to travc!» he al- 
wayH took them along with him. Being mtkcd^ 
why he did not povide himbundd for hi* daugh* 
teriii and fend hm fonii oliroad to fee the woHdi 
and accomplifl) themfclvcs by a forcip;n cditcu* 
tion i He anfweredi that he loved them ft) ten* 
dcrly, that he could not fpure them uut of hiii 
Aghe. ZuIn, Thifut. 

Hytophundit a rich man in the territories of K- 
gypt, wan fuch a paflionate lover of ttift fon, yet 
alive, tlmt he krpt u ftatue of him in hiN houfe 
stixy carefullyi and fcldom a duy^ pailcd ovai hii 
headi but he n)ade frequent vifit;* to it, if bin 
fern won fiom home \ and if any of hi« fcrvanti 
httil con\mitted an ofTcncc, and lay under their 
mullcr'h dirpleufiire, to the ftaiuc they fled ft>r 
fandhmryv and by oilonung the image wttli flowera 
and g4tiundN, contnuitcd fur their crime, and 
were aihYiltted to jnirilun, and their mufler'ti fa- 
vour. Pf4rihiti, Pil^r, 

^Vhile Socrated wasi one day diverting himfclf 
in little chiKlKhpuftimejiwith hiH fon LamprocluR» 
ho wiw furpri/cil, and tartly reprimanded by Al- 
cibioileni for wallinj;; hin time n\ recreationN, fo 
much below the dignity of a pliilofopber. * For- 

• bear your rcproathr«, fuiti Socratc«, vou have 

* no fuch great reafoit to laugh at a mther foe 
^ playing witli hi« child} aa you imagine, becaufe 

• you 



184 Of indulgent andfevere parents . " 

< you are a ftranger to the parental endearments - 
*^ and affection which indulgent parents have for 

« their children : Contain yourfelf within the 

< bounds of modefty, till you have the honour 
« to be a father yourfelf, and then perhaps you 

< will appear as ridiculous to others, as now I 

* feem to be to you.* /Elian. Far. Hifi. 
Thus niuch of indulgent parents ; I qow 

proceed to fcvere ones. 

Epaminondas being General for the Thebans, 
in their war againft the Lacedemonians, and hav- 
ing feme fpccial bufinefs that called him to 
Thebes ^ at his leaving the army, he committed 
it to the care of his fon Stefimbrotus, with a 
particular command not to fight the enemy till his 
return. The Lacedemonians ufed all their arts 
to draw him to a battle, and, among the reft, 
reproached him with cowardice, which fo en- 
raged him, that, contrary to the commands of 
his father, he gave them battle, and gained a fig- 
nal viftory. When his father returned to the 
camp, and underftood what had happened, he 
caufed his fon's head to be adorned with a trium- 
phal crown, and then commanded the executio- 
ner to cut it off from his fhoulders, for difobey- 
ing command. Plut. in Paral, 

Herod king of Judea, being informed of the 
birth of a new king of the Jews, to free himfelf 
from a competitor, caufed a great number of in- 
nocent infants in and about Bethlehem to be mur- 
dered, and, among the reft, a young fon of his 
own ; which being related to Auguftus Cae&r at 
Rome, he (aid, * 'Twas better to be Herod's 

* fwine than his fon ;* alluding to the cuftom of 
the Jews, who kill no hogs, their law prohibit- 
ing the eatmg of fwine's flefh. Lipf. Monit. 

Ax- 
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Artaxerxci king of Perfia had fifty foiw by fe- 
veral concubines, one of wbich named DariiH, 
he mode a king in his life-time, who ahkijig his 
father to give him hia beautiful concubine, called 
Af|)aria, aiui being refufcd it, he encouraged all 
the reft of his brethren to join with him in a con- 
fpiracy againA their father \ which conmig to his 
knowledge, put him into fuch an extreme fury, 
as at once extingui(hed both humanity and pater- 
nal uflFe^tion, and caufcd them all to be put to 
death at the fame time : By his own hand bring- 
ing an utter defolation upon his houfe, by the 
deftrudion of fuch a numerous iflue. Sahllic* 



CHAP. LXXXIX. 
Of patience, and power over our p^iffiom. 
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S inger Is a (hort madnefs, fo patience is a 
^ A rccollcdlion of all rcquifite virtues, that en- 
ables UH to withihnd the aflaulis of the former, 
and to behave ouifclvcs like fobcr and prudent 
mtiih fit fi>r converfation and bufincfs. He that 
conquers kingdoms records his actions in the 

•book of iame, as «n illuftrious hero ) but he i» a 
greater man that has fubdued his own paifionii 

' becaufc it fets him above the roach of envv, and 
vulgar impreflioiv). Precipitation has fi)oileU many 
t well laid defign, but patience and procraftina- 
tion ripens fccrcts, and pcrfefts refolutions. The 
crutch of time, fays Gratian, accompliflics greater 
things than the club of Hercules, and providence 

rewards 
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rewards with intercft thofc who have patience e- 
nough to attend her Icifure. Blind paiHon, rage 
and fury, render men unfit for bufineis, and are 
never more injurious to thofe that are poflcflcd 
with thofe unmanly qualities, than when they 
pretend to provocation > for that's the time to 
exercifc the virtues of patience and magnanimity, 
and fhews them fit to command others, becaufe 
they are maftcrs of thcmfclves. Imprudent haftc 
and inconfideration produce untimely births, but 
patience directed by prudence makes men great 
and fuccefsful. It is a poor and diminutive cha- 
mber to be mild and affable, when nothing crofles 
us, but to flifle our refentmcnts, when we are 
manifefllv injured in body, goods or name, is a 
triple vi^ry : It conquers our paffions, fbames 
our enemies, and gives a durable reputation. 

King Henry Vi. of England, among his o- 
ther virtues, was celebrated for his chriftian pa- 
tience, infomuch that when a rude fellow ftruck 
him after he was taken prifoner, he made no o- 
ther reply than, * Friend, you ate to blame to 

* infult a prifoner, thou haft injured thy felf more 

• than me in ftriking the Lord's anointed.' 5tf- 
ktr^i Chron, 

Pericles, that famous, noble, wife Athenian 
general, being difpatching public affairs in the 
market-place, an unmannerly, brutifh fdlow* 
employed himfclf all day in giving him ill Ian-, 
guage, and reviling him before the people \ of 
which that great man, tho' It was in his power 
to have punifhed him, took no notice, but went 
forward in his bufmeis till night, and then re- 
ttu'ned to his houfc, the fellow following him 
with the fame reproachful language. Being come 

to 
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10 luu huuic, aj\il IViiilvh prrtciving it waii vriV 
(Uik, l)iil \\\k luvnnt light the Allow home, fgr 
it.*i- hv (howld lulc hiu w»iy. /*/a7. in Ptrk. 

Cuiliuir duke (if* the Scnuhuiiihi^UN, unj uitcr- 
w»tnl kinu; of Pulumli pluying with JohuJutcN Cor- 
imriui u kaialu, one; of hin lurnial UrvaiUs, aiul 
wii)jung ull \\h ntuncv, he wan fn cniu(!;e(l ut hin 
ill-tmtiine, thut he iliuck the pui)ic uver the 
l'.iee« and hy the favour of the night nmde hiM 
efc ipo ( hut the next duy wun Apprehended niuI 
brought before Cufunir to receive hiN dotun» wivo 
having well eoniuleied the n\atter» {M^ * My 

* friendn, thin man in not to blume« the f^ult im 

* wholly my own 1 ftir tho* heinp, trunlportetl 

< with puHion at the lufa of hi.'^ money, he ftf- 

* faulted me with violenee, yet 1 g4vc tl)e CAufy 

* in mlfdemeAning myfulf to play with u fervunt, 

< and not chuAng a more agreeable gamolier \ 

* Uierefurei JohunneM, take both my pardon uiul 

* Wiy thunkti \ thy coircdlion han taught me tu 

* know m^fclf better* and herralter to keep my- 
^ A^li^ withm the boundti of majclly and decency/ 
luul fo difmifled him. Lipj\ AJofttt, 

/enocratcM nmkinjj; a vifit to l^hito, when he 
WAN oiVendcnl at a (l rvant, whoir fuult waN too 
great tu |V() unpimillwd, he reipielled /enocrateii 
to beat hnn, for ho was uniit to do it hiu\ftlf, 
becaufe he waH in paflion. Another time going 
to (liike a fcrvant, who run under the tabic tc) 
iuve himfelff Plato faid to him, ^ Come out, 

* lirrah, for fear I ihould hit thee on the head.* 

ArcadiuN, an Argive, had accuAomed himfelf 
to give reproachful Tangunge in all nlaceN to Phi- 
lip kii)g of Macedoni for which at mgxh he wan 

forred 
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forced to fly ; but being afterwards apprehended 
and brought before Philip, he treated him hu- 
manely and courtcoufly, fent -him prefents to hi? 
lodgings, and fufFered him to retire in fafety. 
Afterwards he commanded his courtiers, who 
had urged the king to punifh him, to enquire 
how he behaved himfelf among the Greeks, who 
telling him that the Argive had turned his ill 
words into praifes of him : * Look you now, 

• fays Philip, am not I a better ph)rfician than 

• any, or all of you are, and know better how 

• to cure a foul-mouth'd fellow than the beft of 

• you ? Gifts appeafe, but punifhment enrages 

• and opens the mouths of the multitude wider.* 
Plut. Moral. 

Ptolomy king of Egypt, fcoffing at an imorant 
pedant, asked him who was the father of Peleus. 

• I wiU tell you, Sir, faid the Gtrammarian, if ^rou 
^ will tell me firfl; who was the father of Lagu8 ? 
A (hrewd biting taunt ; for Lagus was father of 
Ptolomy, and of a very obfcure original. This 
touched the king to the quick, but he feeing all 
about him oflt^nded at fo rude and intolerable an 
affront, put it ofF with this modeft reply, viz* 

• By the fame rule that kings give jefls, they arc 
' obliged to take them.' Ibid, 

When king Charles I. was taken by his guards 
from the high court of juflice, to Sir Robert 
Cotton's houfe, as he pafTed down the ftairs, the 
rude foldiers fcofFed at his majefly, blew the 
fmoke of their tobacco in his face, (a thing which 
was always very ofFcnfive to him) flrewed pieces 
of pipes in his way, and one more infolent than 
the reft, fpit in his majefty's face, whidi the 
king patiently wiped off with his handkerchief, 

without 
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without taking any further notice of the indig- 
nity \ and as his majefty pailed further, hearing 
the foldiers, at the inftigation of their officers, cry 
out, ' Juftice, juftice, execution, execution V 
his Majefty only faid, < Alas, poor fouls I for a 
^ piece of monev they would do as much for 
• their conunanders.* Hi/i. Engl, 



CHAP. XC. 

Of peace^ and fucb as have been lovers ofU. 

SI N has fo blinded the world ever fince the 
firft tranfgreflion, that it has always miftaken 
its true intereft, and has crowned with laurels, 
and advanced to the titles of heroes and demi- 
eods, fuch as have drank deepeft in human 
Uood, moft contributed to the ruin of flourifli- 
ing countries, and the depopulation of the uni- 
vme \ whilft the lovers of peace, and promoters 
of terreftrial happineis, are remitted to the cold 
entertainment of their own virtues, tho' they 
have laid the greateft obligations upon mankind. 
In this frantic age great mens ambitions, private 
interefts and covetoufnefi, have put out the eyes 
of their reafons, and overlaid the fenfe of their 
du^r, .that as nothing ought to be more in our 
wifneSf fo nothing feems more remote from our 
hopes, than the univerfal peace of chriftendom. 
Not that there is any impoffibility in the thing, 
or any confiderablc aifficulty, if all men, more 
particularlv the moft chriftian king, were 
fuch Cbnftians as they ought to be. But ixi 

hopes 
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hopes the world will grow wifer, and difcem 
the excellency and benefit of peace before it is 
hidden from their ejes, I have fet down the fol- 
lowing example of fome men, that have been (^ 
enamoured of the beautiful virgin peace, that 
tb^ have efpoufed her for herfelf, without anjr 
defign to make their fortunes by her. 

The inhabitants of Borneo, one of the moft 
cohfiderable and largeft iflands of ;he Eaft Indiet, 
being 1600 miles in circumference, and divided 
into feven feveral kingdoms, have always lived 
in fuch abhorrence of. war, and entire love of 
peace, that they worfliip their monarch as Gods, 
while they preferve them in peace j but if once 
they find them inclined to war, they defert 
them, till they fidl by the fword of thek ene- 
mies, and then, as foon as they are flain, fight 
againft their enemies for the redemption of their 
liberties, and to enthrone another king, that will 
be a greater lover of peace than their laft was. 
Dinoth, Metnor, 

Leo, the emperor fucceeding Martianus, and 
beftowing a largefs of corn upon Eulogius the 
philofopher, one of his eunuchs afiumed the free- 
dom to tell him, that fuch a benefit would have 
been better beftowed upon his foldiers. I would 
to God, faid the emperor, that the world were 
fo peaceably inclined, that I might have no fol- 
diers to beftow any thing upon, that I might 
give all I could fpare to learned and peaceable 
men. Zuhi. Theat, 

Phocion the Athenian was fo renown'd a war- 
rior, and attended with fuch fuccefs in all his en- 
terprizcs, that he was forty-five times chofen 
their general, by an univerful concarrencc of 
2 Voices, 
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voices, civil and military ; and jret upon all de~ 
bates about peace or war» he was ftill againft 
the latter, and perfuaded to peace, as the only 
thing that could render his country proTperous* 
Flut. in Phocion. 

James king of Arragon was fo aveWie to the 
prai^ce of litigious lawyers, that (^ people at 
variance, and multiplied vexatious fuits, that com- 
plaints being made againft Semenus Rada, a great 
kwyer? for countenancing ftich abufes in others^ 
and perfevering in them himielf, that he ba- 
nifhed him his kingdom, as unfit to live in a 
place to which he was fo great an enemy. Clark* s 
Mirror. 

The lord-treafijrer Burleigh, a minifter of 
ftate to queen Elizabeth, and king James I, was 
wont. to fey, that he overcame envy and ill-will, 
more by patience and peaceahlenefs, than by 
pertinacy and ftubbornnefs, and that he managed 
his own privai:e eftate^ without either fuing or 
being fucd by any peribn whatfocver; whkh 
gave him a quiet life, asid the good word of all 
men at his death. Ibid* 

When the emperer Otho fciw himfdf umi^ 
a neceflity of refigning his imperial dignity, or 
fupporting himfelf in it by fpilling the blood of 
a great number- of citizens ; and being by fome 
of his courtiers perfuaded to take the latter 
^ourfc, he faid, * That his life was not of that 
* value, as to raife a civil war in the ftate ta 
' defend it.' And therjefore peaceably refign'd, 
and retired to a private life, to give his country 
quiet, Erafm. Apoth, 

The emperor Conftantine prefiding in the 
council of Chalcedon, and receiving ffcveral pi- 
pers 
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pers containing the difibrences in opinion and 
prance of divers Chriftian bifhops, and the ar- 
ticles they mutually exhibited againft one an- 
other, he folded them all up together, and, un- 
read, committed them all to the fire ; exhorted 
the bifhops to peace, love and unity, faying, he 
would refer their particular differences in opinion 
to be determined by God Almighty y and praved 
them in the mean time to live and love like 
Chriftian Brethren, as the only way to propa- 
^te that religion. Fulgts. 



CHAP. XCI. 

0/ perfidy and treachery^ and their juji 
rewards. 

THO' all men love the treafon, yet thejr c- 
qually hate the traitor, for by the fame 
reafon he has betrayed one, he will do the fame 
by another, if the chapman comes up to his price; 
therefore 'tis no new thing, nor, perhaps, 
without fome colour of juflice, if the fame per- 
fon that firft employed the traitor, takes oc- 
cafion, after he has done his work, to ruin him 
for his own fecurity, tho* he has been ufeful to 
his purpofe in ruining others. He that has once, 
and avowedly expofed his faith to fale, will ne- 
ver be trufted afterwards. But fome allowance 
mufl be given to men, that by inadvertency, or 
waiit of forefight, are drawn into a party, and 
by feir pretences deluded for a while, and after- 
wards underfland the defigns of thofe that cn- 
2 gaged 
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gaged them, are wicked and unjuftifiable ; if 
out of remorfe of confcience, and the fafety of 
the ftate, they detedl thofe that firft brouzht 
them into the fnare, they ought to be cherim'd 
and rewarded by the government, and not ex- 
pofed ; for to deteA traitors, who dcfign to be«> 
tray their country to a foreign power, is an aA 
of juftice, and neither perfidy nor treachery; 
becaufc the prefcrvation of the whole ought to 
be preferred before the intereft and fafety of a 
part. But thofe that firft decoy men into dan- 
ger, and afterwards betray their friends for lucre, 
or out of cowardice to fave their own lives ; 
or hunt innocent men to death by forging plots 
and confpiracies tiiat never had being, but by 
fubomation and perjury, are inexcufable, and 
tho' they may be gratified with a penfion, and 
cfcape the hands of juftice here, mutt expedl the 
vengeance of heaven hereafter. 

To whom ought not treachery to be hateful, 
when Tiberius refufcd it in a matter of fo great 
importance to him ? He had word feiit hiiti out 
of Germany, that if he thought fit, they would 
by a dole c^ poifon rid him of Arminius, the 
nioft potent and implacable enemy the Romans 
had i but he made anlwcr, * That the people of 
' Rome ufcd to revenge thcmfclvcs of their ene- 

* mics by open ways, with their fwords in their 

* hands, and nv)t dandeftinely and by deceit.* 
Montalguti^s EJjiiys, 

Some perfons have commanded a thing, who 
afterward:* have fevcrely revenged tlie execution 
of it upon the pcrfon they cniployM. Jarpolc, 
duke of Ruirxa, tampered with an Hungarian 
gentleman to betray Boleflaus king of Poland, 

Vol. II. K cither 
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either by killing him, or by giving the Ruffians 
opportunity to do him fome great injury. The 
Hungarian enters immediately upon the deTign, 
and infinuated himfelf fo luckily into the king's 
favour, that he made him of his council, an4 
truittd him in public affairs, by v^ich ad- 
vantages, in his mafter's abfencC) he betrayed 
Vifilicia, a great and rich city^ to die Ruffians, 
which was entirely fack'd and burnt, and not 
ooly all the inhabitants of both fexes^ young 
and old, put to the fword, but a great number 
of neighbouring gentry, tliat he had drawn dii- 
tber to that wicked end. The duke*s revenge 
being fatisfied, and his anger appeafed, and fiited 
with the efFcft of this treachery, he caufed the 
Hungarian's eyes to be boarcd out of his head, 
his tongue to be pulled out of his mouth, and 
his privy-members to be cut off, for betrayii^ 
his friend and benefaftor. Ibid, 

Antigonus perfuaded the foldiers, called Ar- 
gyrafpides, to betray Eumenes their general into 
his hands. But after he had caufed him fo de- 
livered to be flain, he himfelf wouki be the mi- 
niflcr of divine juftice, to punifh h deteftable 
a crime, and forthwith committed the feUiers 
that had done it into the hands of the governor 
of the province to be flain ; fo that of all that 
great number of men, not fo much as one ever 
returned again into Macedonia. The better he 
was fcrv'd, the more wicked he adjudged it to 
be, and deferving greater punifhment. Ibid. 

The flave that betrayed the place where his 
mafler P. Sulpitius lay concealed, was, accord- 
ing to the promife in Sylla's proscription, made 
free for hi^ reward i but by the public juflice^ 

which 
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which was fj«e from anjr Aich engiigeiiient> he 
was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock» 
and dalh'd to pieces* IHd. 

The Bohemiam having, in a pitch'd field} ob- 
tained a vidory» and kiUed UratiiUms, they de* 
ftroyed his country by fire, and jrfterwards find- 
ing a youne fon of bisy they delivered him up to 
prince Nedas the viiSor 5 vfho pitying the child» 
committed him to earl Duringus, who had been 
much favoured by Uratiflaus^ to t^lce care of the 
child's education and fafety ; but he» like a per- 
fidious traitor^ fome time softer cut ofF his head 
widi a fcymeter) and carrying it to Prague all 
bloody as it was, prefented it to Neplas, faying» 

* I hive this day fecured your title to the crown.' 
This diild or you mufl have died ; and now 
you may fleep fecurely> flnce your competitor tq 
the kingdom is dead. The prince beine aflo- 
nifh'd at fuch a barbarous a^ion, faid to Durin* 
gus : * Treafon cannot be leflened by pretended 
^ good ofHces to a particular perfon; I com-r 

* mitted this child to thee to preferve, not de- 
^ ftroy ; could neither my commands, nor the 

* memory of thy friend Uratiflaus, nor compaf- 
^ fion to an innocent infant, refirain thee from 

* fo wicked an aftion ? What was thy pretence 
*.to juflify fuch a horrid and prenieditated mur- 
< der i Was it to oblige me, and make me fit 

* eafy in the throne ? Then 'tis fit I fbould give 

* thee a reward for thy pains, and fo I wilL 

* Chufe which of thefe three punilhments thou 

* wilt, for one of them thou ihalt fufFer, viz, 

* either kill thyfelf with a poinard, hang thyfelf 

* with a halter, or cafl thyfelf headlong from 
« the rock of Vi%rade/ Duringus being under 

K 2 a Qe« 
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a neceffity to comply with this fentence, hang'd' 
himfelf .upon an elder-tree hard by, which as 
long as it ftood was called Duringus's elder-tree. 
Camerar. oper. fubfifciv. 

King Edgar in his youth having heard great 
commendations of the extraordinary beauty of 
Elfrida, daughter of Ordgar duke of Devonmire, 
fent earl Athelwold to fee her, and if (he an- 
fwer'd the report, to demand her in marriage. 
He at firft view liked her fo extremely well, that 
he perfidioufly to his mafter courted her for him- 
felf, and, Mrith her parent's confent, obtained her 
for his wife. Returning to court with but a 
(lender charaAcr of her perfon and features, the 
king gave over the further profecution of. his 
amours ; but at length the treachery coming to 
light, and the king enraged with the abufe his 
favourite had put upon him, he diflembled the 
fenfe of the injury, and his own difpleafure, and 
pleafantly told the earl, that on fuch a day he 
intended to vifit him and his lady. The earl 
feemingly gave him affurance of a hearty wel- 
come ; but in the mean time bid his wife dif- 
guife her beauty as much as poflibly flie could, 
left the king ihould fall in love widi her. The 
lady that by this time was fenfible how Athel- 
wold had ftept between her and the king, and 
willing to be a queen, without refped to her 
husband's injunftions, drcfles herfelf againft his 
coming with all the advantages that female arts 
could inftru£t her in, and it took efFeft : For 
the king being more inflamed with her beauty 
upon the fenfe of the injuty, in having been fo 
long defrauded and robb'd of fo charming a crea- 
ture, refolred not only to recover his intercepted 

right. 
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right, but to be revenged of the traiterous earl 5 
and therefore appointing a day of hunting in 
Hiirwood forcft, he drew the carl afide, and ftruck 
hnw into the body with a dart, of which wound • 
he died immediately. The king without delay 
took Elfrida to wife, who, to expiate her late 
husband's death, tho' (he was not concern 'd in 
it, covered the place '^here his blood was fhcd 
with a monaftery of nuns, to fing dirges over 

• him. Hiji, of England. 

King Edward Ironfide having divided the 
kingdom of England, after the fmgle combat be- 
. tween himfelf and Canute the Dane ; from be- 
ing but half a king foon became none at all ; for 
his traiterous brother duke Eric caufcd him to 
be murdered at Oxford, by thrufting up a fword 
into his body, as he was cafmg nature. Having 
ib done, Eric, in hopes to ingratiate himielf into 
the fiivour of king Canute, prefents him at Glou- 

• cefter with his murdered brother's head, iaving^ 
< All Hail, thou now fole monarch of England, 

. * behold, here is the head of thy copartner, 
* which for thy fake I ventured to cut off.' To 
whom Canute made anfwcr, * And for this fer- 
\ vice I will advance thy head above all the 

• • peers of the kingdom.' And accordingly com- 
manded his head to be cut off, and fet on a pole 
upon the higheft gate of London. Hiji. of E»g. 
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CHAP. XCII. 

Ofpetjury^ perjur'd perfcns^ and their fate. 

Dl^fne atid human laws have left men no 
greater aflurance of truth and fidelity than 
that of an oath, which fhould be taken in fm- 
cerity, and kept inviolably ; but fince corrupted 
and depraved nature has perverted thefe laws by 
wilful perjuries, skinM over with equivocations, 
mental refervations,- or bafe ends, for the fer- 
vice of a &£tion, or fome private intereft^ the 
laws of prudence have pre&rib'd this remedy, 
not to truft any man of noted £d{hood, but up- 
on very good grounds : For he that has onix 
broken down the bounds of honeftjr^ and makts 
no religion of an oath, where his ihtereft is con- 
cern'd ; his fear'd cohfcience will never fcruple 
to fwear felfely, uport every advantageous ot- 
caHoh. Othert play with oaths, without bc- 
Ifeving tl)cy fport with damnation ; fome oaths 
they will nefufc, to perfuade the world they are 
tender-confcicnc'd, but have never denied arty 
oath that entitled them to a profitable office. 
But how much they are miftaken, that in this 
manner jeft with oaths, or ferve themfelves by 
perjury, will appear by the enfuing inftances, 
where vengeance has purfued them according to 
their merits. 

Ludovifcus fon of Bofo, king of Burgundy, 
warring in Italy againft the emperor Berengarius 
II. was beaten and taken prifoner ; but Beren- 
garius 
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garius (upon his taking an oath that he would 
never more difturb the peace of Italy) gave him 
his liberty. Not with (landing that ungrateful 
•prince, regardlefs of his oath and reiterated pro- 
mifes, in a fhort time after invades Italy again, 
with .a numerous army, and for a time com- 
mitted great depredations ; but being the fecond 
time worfted and taken prifoner near Verona, 
his eyes were put out by the conqueror, and 
thefe words burnt in his forehead with a hot iron, 
' This man was fa\ed by clemency, and loft by 
* perjury.' Zu'm, Theat. 

Alfred, a nobleman, confpiring with certain 
other confederates, to prevent king Ethelftan 
from reigning, by putting out his qj^s \ the 
confpirators being difcovered, and Alfred denying 
his knowledge of it, w^ fent to Rome to ailert 
his iimocency before Pope John X. where tak- 
ing his corporal oath ujion the altar of St. Peter, 
that he knew nothing of the plot againft Ethel- 
ftan, he fell down immediately, was carried out 
by his fervants, and died in die fpace of three 
days after. Htjl. of England. 

Earl Harold, fon of Godwin, earl of Kent» 
putting to fea in a fmall boat, to take his plea- 
lure on the waters, a fudden gale of wind arifmg, 
drove him upon the coaft of Normandy, which 
duke William being acquainted with, and pre- 
tending a right to the crown of England, by pro- 
mife from king Edward the confefior, when He 
fojourned on that fide the water ; he detained 
Harold in cuftody, till he had fworn to make 
him king of England, after the death of king 
Edward then reigning, who fwore accordingly ; 
but when Edward died, without taking anjr cog- 
K 4 a:u^ance 
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nizance of Kis oath, Harold put the crown upon 
^liis owm head, and excluded duke William, at 
which difappointment William was fo much of- 
fended, that he landed at Pemfcy in Suflex, gave 
king Harold battle-; flew him, and fixtv fcven 
thodland nine hundred and fcyenty four Englifh- 
mcn, and became monarch of the kingdom, by 
the name of William I. Speed's Map. 

* The Equi having entered into a league with 
the Romans, and bound their fidelity by fokmn 
oaths ; when they faw an advantage to enrich 
tlicmfdves at the coft of their allies^ they brake 
their treaty, defied a general of thdr own, and 
ravaged the territories of the Romans : Herc- 
ifpon ambafladors were fent to them^ to complain 
ct their depredations, and to demand fiitisfiidion4 
but the general of their army flighted the ambaf* 
fodors, and bid them deliver th^ cmbafl^ to aa 
adjoining oak. So I will, (aid one of the amhtf- 
fadors, and turning to the oak, {aid, < O facred 

* oak, or what elfe appertains to the gods in this 

* place, hear and bear witnefs of the perfidiouf- 

* nefs of this people, and favour our iuft com* 
^ plaints, that by the affiftance of the Gods, we 

* may be revenged of them for their notorious per- 
jury/ This faid, the ambaflkdors returned, and the 
ilomans fending an army againft the Equi, they 
overthrew them in an engagement, and utterl 
ruined that perjured nation. LivyU Roman Hij 
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CHAP. XCIII. 
Of pride and bimghtimfs. 

PRide well placed and rishdy defined, la of 
ambiguous fignification, mys the late incom- 
parable nuu-quis of Hallifax \ one kind of it is as 
much a virtue as the other is a vice : But we are 
naturally fo apt to chufe the worft, that it is be- 
come dangerous to commend the beft fide of it* 
Pride is a fly infenfible enemy that wounds the 
foul unfeen, and many that have refifted other 
formidable vicest have been ruined by this fubtile 
invader ; for though we fmile to ourfelves, at 
leaft ironically, when flatterers bedaub us with 
£dfe encomiums, tho' we feem many times to bo 
inery, and bluih at our own praifes \ jret our 
foiHs inwardly rejoice, we are pleafed with it, 
and forget ourfelves. Some are proud of their 
quality, and defpife all bebw it 3 firft, fet it up 
for the idol of a vain imagination, and then their 
reafon muft fall down and worfliip it. They 
would have the world thinic, that no amends can 
be made for the wai\t of a great title or an an- 
cient coat of arms. They imagine that with 
thefe advantages they ftand upon the higher 
ground, which makes them look down upon me- 
rit and virtue as things inferior to them. Some, 
and mofl: commonlv women, are proud of their 
fme cloaths, and wnen (he huth lefs wit and fenfe 
than the reft of her neighbours, comforts hcrfclf 
that flic hatU more lace. Some ladies put fo 
K 5 much 
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much weight upon omainents» that if one could 
fee into their hearb, it would be fOuAd duft wex 
the thought of death was made lefi heavy to 
them, by die contanphitioA of their being laid 
out in date, and honourably attended to the 
grave. The man of letters is proud of the efteem 
die world gives him for his knowledge; but he 
mi^ eaiHy cure himfelf of that difeafe, by con- 
lidering how much learning he want8» The 
militarv man is proud of Tome great action pd> 
ibrmcd by him, when poffibly it was more wr- 
ing to fortune than his own Valour or condttft s 
and feme are proud of their ignorance, and have 
as mudi reafon to be fo as any of the reft, for 
t ley being alfo compared with others in die fiune 
charaAer and condition, will find their defers 
exceed their acmiifitions. 

The order of Jefuits, which from very mean 
beginnings arc grown the wealthieft ibaety in 
the world, are fo fwellcd with the tumour of 
pride, that tho* they are the moft juvenile of all 
other orders in the Koman church, and therefote 
by their canons are obliged to go laft in the Aow 
oh fcftivals, never go at all in procefEon with 
other orders, bccaufe they will not come be- 
hind them. Fuller's Holy State. 

AMred archbifhop of York, in the reign of 
William I. having asked a fevour of that mo- 
narch which he thought fit to deny, he, out of 
great pride and difcontent was walking very 
fiaughtily out of the prefence 5 but the king be- 
ing fearful, that by reafon of his authority, di« 
biihop might create him fome difquiet, impor- 
tuned him to ftay, fell upon his knees, begged 
his pardon, and promifed to grant his requeik 

The 
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The king knecKng all Mb time at the ipfoud 
tndate's reet, the ouali^ that were preTcnt, put 
Itini in mind of tne tiideceflcy of the pofture^ 
and told him he oi^t to give the king his hand 
to raife him «p : ^ No^ fii]r8 the atchbifliop) let 

* him continue as he is^ and know what it is to 
« difpldafe St Peter/ Baktr^s Ghron. 

Kkig Edgar, fole monarch of England, taking 
liSs pmgreft to the dtv of Chefter, thither fum- 
mohed aU the kings that held of him to do him 
homage ; vi%. Kcred king of Scots, Malcolm of 
Cumtorland, Maccufe of the Ifles, five kings of 
Wales, Dufwal, Huwal, Crriffith, Jacob, Judc- 
thil. And thcfe he had in fuch awC| that going 
one day into a galley, he caufed each man to take 
hi^ oar, and row him down the river Dee, while 
he fat in ftatc in the ftcrn, faying, * That then 
*' his fucceflbrs might glory in being kings of 

* England, when tliey bad fuch honour done 

* them/ Htfi. Engl. 

King FTcnry II. of England, out of a tender 
parental aftc£tion to hiH ion prince Henry, caufed 
him, at fcvontccn years of age, to be crowned 
joint king of England with himfelf, and in com* 
plimcnt to him, on the fefKval of his coronation, 
fct the fird' difh on the table with his own hands, 
after the new kins wa^ fat down : Upon which 
the archbiftiop of York plcafantly faid, ' Be of 

* good cheer, my belt fon 5 for no prince in the 

* world has fuch another fervant to wait on hiiu 

* at his table.' To whom the young king 
haughtily anfvvcrcd, ^ My father docs no more 

* than what becomes him ; for he beins oiUy a 

* king by the motlicr's fide, ought to ierve mc 

* who have a kinc; to mv father, and a queen to 
« my mother.' volyd, nrgil. 
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Simon Thurway, born in the county of Corn- 
wall was educated in one of our Engiifh univer* 
fities, and from thence went to the academy at 
Paris in France, where he became fo great a 
proficient in logic, that he carried the fame from 
the reft of the odlegiates ; he had a great me- 
mory, as great elocution, and knew all things 
but himfelf ; but for want of diat, was fo blown 
up with pride, that a judgment followed it At 
once he loft his memory and judgment, walked 
up and down without reafon or fp^sch, fo that he 
fcarce knew one thing from another, and inftead of 
fpeaking made a noife like the howling of a dog. 
Ibid. 

All the virtue and famous conquefls of Alex- 
ander the Great were clouded bv his pride and 
infolence. In contempt of king Philip, he would 
have Jupiter Ammon to be his father ; defpifing 
the Macedonian habit, he dreffed himfelf in the 
Pcrfian mode, and afpiring to be more than man, 
would be worfhipped as a god. Thus at once a- 
bufing the dignity of a fon, the honour of a ci- 
tizen, and the excellency of a man, in diffem- 
bling himfelf to be what in truth he was not, even 
among thofe who knew his original. Lonic. 
Theatr. 
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CHAP. XCIV. 

Sijf arrets onJUgbt occafionf ofun produce fatal 
confequefices. 

HE waa oertiinly in the right that fiud, < Man 
^ himfelf is a quarrel, and his different parts 
^ are always in a domeftic war, without poiTibi- 
^ bility of reconciliation till a grave fweat cures 
^ him.' Therefore he that finds himfrlf prone 
to that vice, ihould carefully ftup the firA fJly of 
his emotions, and leave the fubjcA that begins to 
be troublefome, before it precipitates bitn into 
indecencies. He that ftops not at the Aart, will 
never be able to prevent the danger of the ca- 
reer, or keep himfelf from falling, if he cannot 
recover himfelf when he firft btgiM to totter. 
l*hey fall headlong that lufe their reafon ; for 
frailty does fo far mdulge itfelf, that it is una- 
wares carried out into the deep, and can find no 
quiet port to anchor in. A ntan fl)ould be an 
enemy to all contentions as muc h as lawfully he 
may, and I know not whether fonK*thing more i 
for 'tis not only liberal, but fometimcs advantor 

Steous too, a little to recede from one's right ^ 
or by this means a prudent and peuceable man, 
by doing himfelf a manifcfl injuflice, has pre- 
vented a worfe bcin^ done him by proceedingji 
at law, lawyers and judges. 

A fuit at law was commenced between the 
heirs of Sir I'bomas I'albot vifcount Lifle, and 

tlie 
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the heirs of the Lord Berkley, about the right of 
certain lands and tenements near Wotton-Uader- 
Kdge, in the county of Gloucefterihire ; which 
fuit began at the latter end of the reign of king 
Edward IV. and continued till the reign of Jama 
L and then it was ended by arbitration ; which 
was about one hundred and twenty years. Cafti" 
den's Britann, FulUf^s JVorth. 

Two Italian brothers of the houfe of de Li- 
mino in Padua, diverting themfdvtt in tiie coun- 
try, iledked out for their pleafurds after fupper, 
and gazing on the firmament, one merrily iaul 
to die other, ' Would I had as many oxen as 

* there are ftars in the sky :* The other (ays, 
^ And would I had a pafture as lame as the 
•^ heavens > where then, iaid he, woukift thou 
^ (feed thy oxen ? Where fhould I feed them, 
^ faid his brother, but in thy pafture ? But 

* what if I would not give thee leave, (aid the 
"• other ?' Then I would take leave whether 

* thou wouldft or not. What, faid the other, 

* in fpight of my teeth ? Yes, faid the other, 

* in fpight of all thou couldft do to hinder me.' 
From this idle quarrel and infignificant words, 
they proceeded to opprobrious language, and in that 
heat drew their fwords and tilted at each other 
with fo much fury, that they run one ano- 
ther through the body, and both died inmiedi- 
akely. Gamerar, Oper. Subcif, Cent. 

John cardinal de Medicis and his brother Car- 
tia, joining their hounds in hunting, and killing 
a hare, differing about whofe dog made the (irft 
fcizure, gave each other hard language, which 
Ae young cardinal refentin;.', gave his brother a 
box on the ear, which Cartia returned with a 

vround 
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nvoufid in the cardiiiiri thighs of which he died 
hnmediatelt. In revenge whereof^ a ftrvaiu of 
the cardinm killed Ctrtia, and fo CoAno duke of 
FkNmce loft two voung princes and hopeful font 
kf a trifle, viz. miiofe dog catched the hare. Ih 

In the reign t>F Ckuidiut Casfar, came great 
numben of Jtm% from all parts to celebrate the 
paflbver at Jerttfalem, and certain cohorts of Ro« 
man foldiers b^ing pofted about the temple a^i u 
guard to it, one among them diicovermg his 
privv parts, the Jews apprehended the uncircum- 
cUea idolater did it in abufe of their nation and 
religion, and therefore fcU upon the foldiers with 
ftaves, clubs and ftones \ the foldiers, on the o* 
ther fide, defended themfelves with their arm<^i 
tin at laft the Jews, oppi^fled with their own 
multitudes, and the wounds they had received, 
gave over the rencounter, but not before twenty 
nwufand of them were killed upon the fpot in fo 
fooliih a quarrel. Joftph, A^tiq. 

A (luarrel happened in the reign of king Ed^ 
ward Vl. about precedence, between Chieen Ca- 
tharine Parre, wife to king Henry VlII. and 
then married to the Lord Thomas Seymour ad- 
miral of Ensliviid, and the dutchcfs of Somerfet, 
wife to the Lord Protcftor of England, and bro- 
ther to the lord admiral. Thefc two ladies car- 
ried the quarrel fo hi(^h, that at length they en- 
gaged their husbands m it, and fo mcenfed one 
againft the other, that the protestor gave way to 
the cutting oft his brother^ head, upon an im- 
peachment in parliament ( upon which he, as it 
were, laid his own head alfo upon the block \ 
for if thefe two brothers had held together^ 
which they did tUl the difference happeiwd be^* 

twixt 
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twixt their wives, they had fupported each other. 
The admiral's courage would have ftrengthned 
the protedor's authority, and the protedor's au-, 
thority might have indulged the admiral's valours 
but depriving one another of thefe affiftances, the 
one feU by his brother's authority, and die other, 
not long after was faaificed to the duke of Nor- 
thumberland's malice, and beheaded for felony. 
There lived a lew years before the Long Par- 
liament near Clun-Caftle in Wales, a good old 
widow that had two fons grown to mens eftate, 
who having taken the holy (acrament on a firft 
Sunday in the month, at their return home they 
enter'd into a difpute touching their manner of 
receiving it. The eldeft brother, who v/2s an 
orthodox Proteftant (with the mother) held it 
was very fitting, it being the hisheft a^ of de- 
votion, that it fhould be taken m the humbleft 
pofture that could be, upon the knees; the 
other, being a Puritan, oppofed it, and the dif- 
pute grew high, but it ended without much heat. 
The next day being both come home to dinner 
from their bufinefs abroad, tiie eldeft brother, as it 
was his cuftom, took a nap upon a cufhion at 
the end of the tabic, tliat he might be more 
frefli for labour. The Puritan brother, called 
Enoch Evans, fpying his opportunity, fetch'd an 
axe,' which he had provided it feems on purpofe, 
and ftealing fofUy to the table, he chopped off 
his brother's head. The old mother hearing a 
noife, came fuddenly from the next room, and 
there found the body and head of her eldeft ion 
both afunder, and reaking in hot blood : < O 

• villain ! cried flae, haft thou murdered thy 

• brother V * Yes, quoth he, and you ihall after 

• him.' 
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* him.' And fo ftriking her down, he dragg'd 
her body to the threflhold of the door, and there 
chopp'd off her head alfo, and put them both 
in a bag. But thinking to fly, he was appre- 
hended and brought before the next jufiicc of 
peace, who chanced to be Sir Robert Howard j 
fo the murderer the aflizes after was condemned, 
and the law could but only hang him, tho' he 
had committed matricide and fratricide. HoweWs 
Letters. 



CHAP. XCV. 

Of reprovers^ and reproofs well or ill 
refented. 

REproving is the oflice of a true friend, a be«- 
nefit none can want, but thofe that are 
difpofing themfelves to ruin, by concealing fuch 
loads of guilt as in the end will be ominous. 
Great art is required to (hoot the arrows of re- 
proof, left they return and fall upon the archer's 
head, for want of confidering the greatnefs of 
the perfon againft whom they are levelled, the 
words, the time, the place, and many other 
circumftances, are abfolutely neceflary in the 
regular difcharge of this duty. Reproofs are al- 
lowed to be warm, becaufe it difcovers a cer- 
tain zealous afFe£lion, which renders it grateful ; 
but if it grows fo hot as to fcald oflF the skin of 
another's reputation, ^tis reproaching rather than 
reproving, which by all means ought to be 
avoided, even to perfcuis under the meaneft cir- 
cumftances. 
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cumftances, who, tho' they have no reputation, 
arc yet tender in keeping up the belief of it in 
others. Another ingredient to make rq)roofs 
go down the eafier, is, to fpeak truth and ex- 
prefs love, for then nothing but a brute can re- 
fent it. Above all, a man mufl be careful not 
to reprove a ^It in anodier, that he is guilty 
of himfelf ; for that admits of an unanfwerable 
return with ihame and <:onfufion« 

The married clergy of England being unwil- 
ling to part with their wives, and the biihops 
rather lofmg than getting ground upon that fub- 
je£^, the pope interpofes his authority, and fent 
John de Crema, an Italian cardinal, to blufter 
the clergy out of their fpoufes, who to that end 
having &mmoned the clergy to a meeting, brisk- 
ly hatlangues before them in conunendation of 
virginity ^ but being the fame night taken in 
ted wioi a whore in London^ he ^9n& jreproach'd 
Tmh hi^ own cratoryi toM that marringe was 
(mtcer dian whoring, and all he laid amounted 
to nothing. Fuller's Church Hift. 

Otho emperoi- of Germany fo indulg'd him- 
ielf in his pahion, that he did many things that 
he after feverely repented of. He had taken up 
a refolution to deftroy feveral great men, and 
was laying a train for them accordingly, wherein 
he wanted not the affiftance of ill men and flat- 
terers. An old courtier refolving to t>revent the 
cffeds of his fury, or add another life to be fa- 
crificed among the reft, taking a convenient op- 
portunity, thus addreffed the emperor, * Sir, you 
^ are put upon a very evil action, in defi^ng 
^ the death of fo many good and great men : 
* Dom't indulge your arger ia every thing, firft 

' give 
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* give yourfelf time to confider the zQion aiid 

* the coniequences of it, and then aft as pru- 
dence and your true intereft (hall direct.' The 

emperor paufed a while, and having o\ ercome 
the firft aflault of his paflion, faid, ^ Since you 
< are the firft nlati that has had the courage and 
' virtue to tell me my feult, I efteem you the 

* heft man for doing it/ Whereupon he revoked 
his former purpofes, received his nobles into fa- 
vour^ and well rewarded tlieold courtier. Gertnan. 
Hiji. 

Alexander the Great acquainting Philotas, one 
of his chiefeft captains, smd fon of the inoom- 
parable Parmenio, that the oracle of Jupiter 
Ammon had acknowledged him for his fon-; 
Philotas retum'4 him anfw^r, ^ That he was 

* glad to iicar that he was received into the 
^ nulnber of the Gods; but at the fiune time 

* was fenfiUe that their €ondiUoh Mras verjr ni- 

* ferable, who were oUi^ged tb live under tne 

* who thought himfelf more than t man/ Bdt 
thiis freedom of fpeech coft him dear ; for Mash 
ander was never at quiet till he had accomplifh'd 
liis death. iS^uint. Curt, Claris Lives. 
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Of reialiationj and fufftring by ones own 
invention, 

HE that contrives mifchief and injury to an- 
other, has all the reafon in the world to 
cxpeft it (hould return upon himfelf > for pre- 
vention of which we fliould have recourfe to 
that golden rule, ' To do nothing to others 

* which we would not have retaliated upon our- 

* felves.* We are all made of the fame mould, 
obnoxious to the fame difHculdes and dangers, 
and therefore had need to tread warily, left we 
open a pit for ourfelves to fall into. Little did 
Hamon think that he v^ras ere£ting a gallows for 
himfelf, when he ordered one to be made for 
Mordicai. Statefmen are often catch*d in the 
fnares they lay for others, and undutiful children 
punifli'd by the iflue of their own loins ; for 
notwithftanding all their fancied immunities from 
danger, God often intcrpofes, and retaliates die 
fame meafure to them which they heaped upon 
others. 

Perillus the Athenian, to ingratiate himfelf 
with the tyrant Phalaris, who delighted in b- 
fliffa'ng ftrange kind of torments, piefcnted that 
Sicilian murderer with a brazen bull, which be- 
ing heated by fire, and criminals put into it, 
fhould roar like a bull, without any perception 
of a human voice ; but when he came to expe£l 
the reward for his invention, the tyrant com- 
manded 
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tnanded him to be put into it, to give the firft 
trial of his own art, and accordingly was roafted 
to death. Sabil, Ex, 

None of the murderers of Julius Caefer fur- 
vived him three years, but all underwent violent 
deaths, fome by Ihipwreck found the death they 
were flying from, others in battle, and fome of 
them gave themfelves their death, with the ikme 
poinards with *which they murdered Csefar. 5«/- 
ton, in Julio. 

Hcrmotimus being taken prifoner in war, was 

fold to Panionius of Chios, who barbaroufly 

made him an eunuch, as he did all the fair boys 

he co.uld purchfife, and fold them at Sardis, or in 

the city of Ephefus. Hermodmus was fold a- 

mong others to kin| Xerxes, and foon grew into 

his fevour above ^1 other eunuchs. The king 

leaving Sardis to war agaiiift the Grecians, Her- 

motimus travelling into the country, met with 

Panionius, and afcribing hi^ good fortune to the 

trick he had plaid him, prgmifed to promote him 

to great honours, if he and his family would 

come and dwell in Sardi^. Panionius accepted 

the favour, and went thidietriMijt^ his wife and 

children. Hermotimus having hi/» in his power, 

reproaches him with his bafe and inhuman way 

of traffic, compelled the father v{j^; his own 

hands to geld his four fons, one after, janother j 

and when that was done, made the children geld 

their father Panionius, and then fent them home 

again. Herodotus, 

England being embroiled in troubles Lni tlie fe- 
vcnth year of king Stephen, Robert Marmyon, 
whofe refidence was the caftle of Tamwoith, 
and a profcflcd enemy to the earl of Chefttr, 

f<tVlX5i 
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feized and fortified the moaafteiy of Coventry, 
making deep trenches in die circumjacent fields, 
and cover'd them fo artificially, that they were 
not to be feen, to entrap tiie enemy in their ap- 
proaches to the ganifon ; but fo it fell out, diat 
he (allying out upon the earl of Qiefter's kl- 
diers, and forgetting vfh&re the places were digg'd, 
fell with his horfe into one of the fits himielf, 
and being furpriaed by a conuium foldiier, he cut 
his head off, and prefented it to the earl of 
Qiefter. Dugdalis Jntiq. of WarvAckjbin. 

In the rcim of Honry VIII. it was obferved 
that the lord Cromwell was veiy forward in eni* 
couraging bOls erf* attainder, by w4iich the of- 
fender was fentenced to death, without bdng 
heard in his own defence; and it was his lot 
to fall by the fame illegal methods : For a bill 
of attainder being brought into the houfe of 
lords againfl him, June 7, 154O9 the king paiG^l 
it the fame day, archbifhop Cranmer bong ab- 
fcnt, who would ha\% ftoudy oppofed it, as he 
did all of the fame kind. He ufed all poffible 
endeavours for his oWn prefervadon, but the 
charms of Katharine Howard, the malice of the 
duke of Norfdk- and bifhop Gardiner, prevailed 
fo far, that after fix weeks being a prifoner, he 
was barbafiaufly beheaded on Tower-hill, the 
28th of June 1540. ////?. of England. 
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CHAP. XCVIL 

Of retirement from hufinefs^ to the quiet 
epjoyment of otters felf. 

THIS muft not be underftood of a fuUen* 
or siflbAfd folitude> wherein, thpy fay, a 
sun nuift either be a Go4 or a devil j hux a 
voluntary retirement from the noife and cares of 
worldly buiinei^, to ferve Grod with the greater 
freedom9 ^ fit one's felf for another world, 
by a£b of penitence, restitution and fatJs&£tiona 
which is the happieft and mojl defircable life in 
the world. Retirement is the end propofed in 
all men's ftudies, pains and travels. Ask the 
merchant the reafon of all his hazards abroad by 
fea and land, and he will tell you 'tis with a 
deiign at laft, to anchor at home in ^ quiet har- 
bour. Ask the foldier why he fights, and adds 
new dangers to what are pm ? And he refolves 
you, that ^1 his atchievements in the fervice of 
his country, is, that at laft he may end his days 
in peace. When the traveller has fatisfied his 
eyes with variety of obje£b, and his intelle^ls 
with foreign converfadon, none ibcm to fond of 
a retirement as himfelf. How often do men of 
great honours and employments in the ftate re- 
treat to a private life, and having been furfeited 
with the noify affairs of the world, at length 
have found true contentment of mind in a happy 
retirement from public affairs ? 

2 Doris 
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Doris the Athenian philofopher, who with 
great equity and juftice had govem-d the com- 
monwealth for the fpace of fix and thirty years, 
at length became fo weary in tran(a&ing the pub- 
lic concerns, that he retired to his country-iarm, 
a little diftance from the city, and employing his 
time in the ftudy and practice of agriculture, 
he lived in perfed peace and contentment fifteen 
years after, till he died. On the front of his 
country-houfe were thefe words ei^raved, * For- 
' tune and hope adieu, I have found the true 
* entrance to reft and contentment.' Treafwj 
of ancient and modem Times, 

The emperor Charles V. having reigned ai 
king forty years, and emperor of Germany thirty 
fix, and was all that time the darling of fortune ; 
after he had formed three hundred fi^es, and 
gained more than twenty pitch'd battles ; after 
he had made nine voyages into Germany, fix 
into Spain, feven into Italy, four into France, 
ten into the Netherlands, two into England, 
two into Africa, and had eleven times crofTed 
the main fea, and in all thefe expeditions was 
crowned with fuccefs, except in the fiege of 
Mat feilles, and the attack at Algiers : Yet this 
magnanimous prince, in the midft of his full- 
blown glory, voluntarily refign'd his imperial 
crowns to his brother Ferdinand, and firft re- 
tired to a private houfe at Bruffels, and thence 
to an hermitage in the monaftery of St. Juftus, 
r.boiit feven miles from Placentia in Spain, at- 
tended only with twelve fervants, where dif- 
clalming the glorious names of Csefar and Au- 
guftus, he would be called no otherwife than 
Charles. Lipf Monit. 

^ Captain 
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. Captain Similis, prcfe^ of the palace to the 
emperor Adrian, having with fome difficulty ob« 
tain'd leave to refign his employment, retired 
into the country, where he lived a private and 
contented life (even years after his departure from 
court \ at length finding that death began to af- 
fault his earthly tabernacle, he made his will^ 
and ordered thefe words to be infcribed on his 
tomb : Similis hie jacet^ cujus geias quideni tnul- 
t9rum annorum fuit^ Jipum tamm duntaxat annis 
vixiu ^ Here lies Similis, who indeed was of a 
^ great age, but lived only feven vears.' Fulgof, 

Albertus, a Dominic friar, for nis great learn- 
ing, was honoured with the title of Magnus^ 
and made bifliop of Raiisbon by Pope Alexander 
IV. but he freely refigned that wealthy bifliopricy 
and returned to his private ftudies m Cologn. 
Sympf. Cb. HljL 

In the reign of king Henry II. of England^ 
Richard de Lucy, lord chief juftice of Eng^ndy 
refigned his office, and became a canon in the 
abbey of Wcftwood. In the reign of king Henry 
HI. Walter Maleclark, biihop of Carlifle, re- 
figned tliat dignity^ and wore the habit of a 
preachins friar : And in a preliminary difcourfo 
before mmaftmn AngUcanutn^ we arc informed 
of divers crowned heads, who out of pure dcvoi- 
tion refigned their fovereignties, to take upon 
them the profeffion of Monks. Prafat. ad 
AIoTiaji, Anglic. 

Couftantine III. king of Scotland, being over 
much fatigued and oppreflTed with the cares and 
uoubles of a crown, abdicated his temporal dig- 
iwties, and the government of his kingdom, and 
bt'tuok himfelf to a private retirement among the 
. Vol. II. L Cul^ 
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Culdees in St. Andrews^ in whofe ibciety he con- 
tinued till he died in the year qo4. 



CHAP, xeviii. 

Reve9igej mod&rate and crwh 

REvenge 19, \ff ibme^ accxmntiDd^ a- pleafiuit 
cordial, but none dia& are wHb Or goed^ 
care to take it,, becauib it leaves an ilt-effiift be^ 
hind, by creating immortal ftud» in mortdl bo- 
dies; for he that pleafes himfelfat firflr with a 
light revenge, will foon attemfit ^^eater, and 
keep up a. quarrel diat otherwife would ftcure 
him by its own death and extin&ion. To do 
right, and fufFer wrong, is an argument of a 
great foul. Revenge is a greatfign Si cowardice, 
when an enemy is at one's mercy. Thofe that 
durft not engage in the firft a& of danger, al* 
ways run into the fecond of blood and mafiacre. 
Execution in victories is commonly performed by , 
ihc worft part of an army. There is more 
bravery and difdain in flighting a private enemy, 
and defpifing revenge, than in cutting his throat : 
Not that a. man fliould be infenfible of an injury 
or affront ; but that he fhould not carry his re- 
fentments too far, where a gentle chaflifement is 
fufficient. 

Philemon the comedian, had given his tongue 
too great a liberty in fcofEng atMagas, the pre* 
ioQi of Paretonium, in a public audience, and 
not long after was caft upon the fhore by a ftorm, 
where Magas was governor \ who haviiig notice 

of 
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of it, fentenced him to lofe his head) and to that 
end being brought upon the fcafFold, and his 
neck laid upon the block, the executioner^ by* 
private order, only gendy touched his heckwhh 
his fword, and let him go unhurt. Magas (ent 
after him fome jack-ftones and cockals, fuch as 
children play with, bid him for the future fport 
himfelf with thofe trifles, and not ^th men's 
reputations; for he was fatisfied'in letting him 
know it was in his power to have punilh'd him 
according to his merits ; but bid him beware of' 
a fecond offence, left he fell into feverer hands* 
Difwtb. 

A jeweller had cheated the \^fe of Galienus' 
the emperor, in felling her ^afs and cotmterfbit 
gems for true jewels, of which ihe c6mplain* 
ing to her husband the empero]^, the o^iider 
was convened before him, and tH^'- Mk bemg* 
proved, the man was dra^d from hb pl^efthce^-' 
and condemned to be torn to pieces by z* lion y 
but while the jewdler waS under dji^dful^ ap- 
prehcnfions of this cruel death, and the p^jJe 
greedily expecting that a lion (hould be let out^ 
of his den to devour him, the head oP a man* 
only appears from the den, who was a commcn 
cryer, and by the emperor's order prodalmed' 
thefe words : ^ He has plaid the cheat, and now' 
' is cheated himfelf.' tVieri Opera. 

Flavius Vefpafianus being forbid the court by 
Nero, a proud and impertinent courtier drove' 
him out, and bid him go to Morbovia^ j^ing^ 
him very faucy and reproachftil language. But 
when Vefpafian came to fucceed to- thfe'envpirc^ 
the fame peribn, in great fear of death, or fc- 
vere torment, came to beg his pardon, which 
L 2 tK<t 
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fbarbarous deftruAion of his whole &mily, begM 
bis flave, with tears in his eyes, to fpare the life 
of tbi|t litde one, .which the cruel Moorilh vil- 
42Un refufed to do, unkfs the father would cut off 
fhis oym nofe, which the tender and compaiHonate 
-father qomply'd with, and had no fooner per- 
/orm'd it, but the barbarous murderer caft the 
infant dpwn headlong, and then himfelf, to avoid 
felling into the hands of jufticc. Treafury of an- 
jient and niodcm Times, 

Vitellius rofe to be emperor by fervile flattery, 
and fquander'd aw^y the public treafure in riotous 
/eafUng ; he eat fiour times a day, and every meal 
coft ten thoufand crowns. H!e was tyrannical 
^d Cruel, deftroy'd the nobles, and murdered 
^\& o\vn /npther \ for which inhuman afiions his 
^rmies jcevoited. And upon tbq poming of Vef- 
j)aitan, the Roman people fei^d him, bound bis 
Jhands behind him, put a halter about his neck, 
tore his garments, and threw him half-naked into 
the Fonim. They gave him the worft words 
they could invent, as he was dragg'd thro' the 
ihcct called the Sacred Way. They propt up 
\\\i> chin with the point of a fword, that his &ce 
might be feen, and fcorn'd by all men. Some 
•caft dirt and filthy dung upon him \ others called 
hicn incendiary and gormandizer ; and at laft 
cruelly put him to death at the Gemonies, by 
little blows, and by flow degrees 5 and from 
thence he was drawn with a hod:, and his dead 
body tlprown into the Tybcr. Sueton, in Vitei. 

Marcus TuUius Cicero had made fame orations, 
wherein he tartly reflefted upon Mark Antony, 
for which, whcii' Antony came to be one of the 
Triumvirate, he caufcd him to be killed. Hut 

that 
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that revenge not fatisfyinff Fulviaf the wife of 
Anthony, me commancled nis head to be brought 
to her, upon which (he firft beftowed man/ 
dreadful curfes, then fpit in the face of it, laid 
it in her lap, pulled out the tongue, pricJc'd it 
in divers places with a needle ; and after all, fct 
it up for a common fpefbtcle of her folly and 
female cruelty, over the pulpit, where the ora- 
tors ufed to ipeaJc to the aUembly. JVltri Opera* 
l*he omperor Frederic fiarbarofla, upon the 
revolt of the citizeni of Milan from 'his obe* 
dience, laid fiege to it with a powerful army, 
to winch he was the rather excited, by a heinous 
affront they had offer'd to his emprels, which 
was on this manner. The empreis being de* 
(irous to view the curiofities of tlMit famous city, 
made a vifit to it \ where the mad multitude had 
ho -fooner notice of it, but th^ mounted her 
upon the back of a mule, with ber face towanis 
the tail, and the tail in her hand for a bridle, 
iUMi in this reproachful manner put her out at 
the father g.te of the city. The emperor tbiis 
enraged, urged the city to furrender, to prevent 
the ruin of the whole, which at \fik they com- 
plied with upon thefe terms, viou That every 
perfon that would fave his lUe, ihould with his own 
teeth take out a fig from the genitals of « mule. 
AH that refufed tbefo articks were immediately 
beheaded, of which there iftre sreat num^s, 
and thcfe thai deTirecl life, cem]^ wkh the 
Ignominious conditiovi ! From vrhenoe was de** 
rived that opproiM-ious end ibemlbl Italian Pro>> 
twb, when putting one of their fingers betwiiit 
two odiers, tbcy ^, Em k Fk4y <Ulehold the 
* fig.' Lonic. thiat. .. • 
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CHAP. XCK. ' 
Sc&ffing and fiomifig ftldmn imrequitei. 

SOME men <fig dieir rgiaTCs 9t dfeQiaD^ 
widi their jtongaes, at olben do with their 
teeth ; for' when that ilitde memher fbtftcn iti 
f<|uib8 among odiexs, iiiffi commooly recoil and 
fcorch the author alfi). Pfothing k £> tender n 
honour and reputation^ y^YAdx bong bfliM or 
ftain'd hj a fcurrilous tongue» it.conmKM^Fr^Hci 
a heaty that is ieUom cooled but hf -die Uk»pd 
of the fcofiov A wound given, by an ill-pbiped 
word^ pierces deeper :tban a iwetA. Somrjmen 
cannot (peak, but tbey muft bite ; they had rar 
ther lofe a friend than their quibble ; what com* 
pany foever they come in, di^.fall to dieir 
trade of fcoffing and deriding, and by ftudying 
to make other men fools in jeft, render them-* 
felves fuch in good earneft : For what, greater 
kind of buffoon can there be, than a &rcaftical 
coxcomb,' that rakes in everv iilthy hole for dirt 
to befpatter his'company witn ? Some are pleafed 
to call this fcoffing humour, wit ; but if it be by 
a fool has the keeping of it ; for all wife men 
abhor it, as the bane of fodety, and commend 
Caftilio's caveat : < Play with me, but hurt me 
f not ; jeft with me, but fliame me not / which 
fcoffers would do well to obferve for their own 
iakes: For -fioarling curs feldom go widiout bit« 
^'^acars* 



Scoffing and fcorning fel^om unrequited, a^g 

Uladiflaus IL king of Polan4, and Peter Dun-; 
nius earl of Shrine, having been late a hunting, 
"V^ere forced to; take up their lodgir^ in a poor 
cottage, in a country village. As they were go- 
ing to bed, Uladiflaus told the eari in jeft,, 

* That his wife lay on a fofter bed with the 

* abbot of Shrine/ This jeft biting to the quipk, 
the carl could not conceal his . r^fentmpnt^ and 
therefore as fmartly reply'd, * And your di/lo)ral 

* queen with Dabeffus ;' a gallant young gentle- 
man in the court, whom queen Chnflina had a &• 
vour for. Thefe words were the ruin of the earl, 
for when Chriftina heard it, flie perfecuted him 
to death. Crom. Hift. 

William I. king of England, by fatigue, age, 
and corpulency of body, felling fick at Rouen in 
Normandy, and the king of France.hearing.6f it 
(jetting upon, his great belly)' .feid, ' The kiiig 

* of England lay in child-bed at Roueti,' which 
fo anger'd king William, that he fent the king 
of France notice, that as foon as he (hould bq 
churched, he would make a thoufand boi^fire^ 
in France, for joy of his going .abroad ; and was 
as good as his word, burning many towns iin4 
villages,. and carrying his arms to the very pt^s 
of Paris. Hiji. of England^ 

King Henry v. of England fent embafladors 
to Charles Vl. then king of France, to demand 
the furrender of th^ crown of France' \o hijn, 
as the. rightful heiri and that upon denial, h«f 
would endeavour to do himfelf juftice by hi^ 
arms. Charles oiFi^r'd a compofition almoft up^ 
on his own terms; but the dauphin, who ma^ 
naged all affairs .dqring king Charles jndifppi 
fiti^n, fent kifig Henry a tun of .tenj^^rb^b for 
L 5 -^T^x^- 



226 Of feerecj and taciturnUy. 

a prcfent, in derifion of hb youth, as fitter to 
play with, than concern himfelf in military af- 
feirs; which king Henry took in Aich fcom, 
that he vowed to fend Aich iron balk among 
them, as (hould batter the walls of iParis, and 
that the beft men in France (hould not be able 
to hold a racket to return them. And bow well 
he performed his promife, the dauphin (brrow- 
/ully experienced. Ibid, 



CHAP. C. 

Of ficrecy and ta^itumity. 

SECRETS and glailes are dangerous things to 
be trufted with, for if once cnicl^'d or 
broken, they are never to be repaired. Some 
men think it an honour to be another's confi- 
dent, but they don't confider, as they ought, 
the danger that attends it. All feciets, efpecully 
thofe of princes, are troublcfome burdens, to 
fuch as are not interefted in them > for princes 
naturally love thofe better that are obliged to 
them, than thofe they are obliged to in conceal- 
ing their fecrets, which arc but impofts of the 
prince upon him that has the keeping of them ; 
where the loofcnefs of the tongue makes the 
head fit uneafy on its fhoulJers, and his life lies 
ait ftake to fupport the prince's honour. He that 
intrufts his fecret to another, has made himfelf a 
flave ; and among crowned heads 'tis a violence 
of no long contmuancc, for they will be impa- 
tient to redeem their liberty, and for fucceeding 

m 
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in that, and not to be oblig)od to their minifteni, 
they will overturn every impeciiflient* 'Tis dan^ 
gerous to ohltge a prince, even wiith great (et«> 
vice& ; for when they once fwell fo big that no 
recompcnce can equal them, then acknowled^ 
ment turns tu hatred, the fervant's merits arc 
firft edipfedy and hw degrees buried in obfcurity^ 
to* brighten the lovcreign's character. £ver^ 
man knows enough;, and to be ambitious of 
knowingfecrets thiufts a man upon needlefs ha- 
zards. The beft way in the midft of thcfe a- 
mazing dif&culties, is to (hun being a confident, 
to be trufted with as few fecrets as poflible, and 
to retain them faithfully. Silence holds much 
of divinity in it. Whoever is forward to fpeak^ 
ftands upon the brink of a precipice. 

Hiero king of Syracufc would often ftv, 

* That princes do not only hate thofe that dif- 

* clofc their fecrets, but aifo thofe that know 
^ them.' So that Philippides was in the right, 
who being importun'd by king Lyfimachus to 
let him know what part of his eftattf he (hould 
beftow upon him : * What you will, faid he, 
^ provided it be none of your majefty's fecrets.* 
The confidence that a prince rcpofes in his fub- 

E*\ (Giys Boccaline) is a lace or ftring about 
throat, to rcftrain or throttle him, when he 
begiitf to fear that the fecrets which have paflcd 
from the ears to the heart, may alfo pafs from 
the heart to tlie tongue. And it often happens, 
&ys a noble lord, that a prince repenting of hav- 
ing communicatcxi his fccrct, and beijig of opi- 
nion that he had lodg'd it unfafolv, fpares no-^ 
thing to cure himfclf of his diftrulr, and fecure 
bis darling feaot. For the (amc reatbn many 
^ ' L 6 lovers 
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lovers have perifhed by the hands of their mi- 
fireiles, who were unwilling that any witnefles 
(hould continue alive, of what they themfdves 
defired to forget. Content, fur. Phom. de C$ur. 
Max. 

The fecret councils of the Rx)man fenate were 
dofely concealed for many ages together, only 
C. Fabius Maximus thro' inadvertency, and out 
of an ill defign, happened to acquaint Crafliis^ 
whom he met in the country, and knew to have 
been a quaeftor three years before, but knew not 
that he was chofen of the Senatorian order by 
the quxftors, whom he told that the fenate had 
iecretly decreed a third Punic war ; and tho' this 
was an honcft error of Fabius, yet he received 
a fevere reprimand from the confids for commu- 
nicating it, becaufe it was a breach of privacy, 
which was the furcft ligament in the adminiftra- 
tion of public af&irs» Valer. Max. 

It was fometime cuftomary for the fenators of 
Rome to take their fons with them into the fe- 
xiate-houfe, to initiate them in the knowledge of 
affairs; thither Papyrius Praetextatus followed 
his father when a confiderable matter was luider 
confultation, and ftricSl charge given that none 
fliould diiclofe it, till it had pafled into a decree. 
At his return home, young Papyrus's mother 
preffed him hard to know what the fathers had 
debated in the fenate. He anfwer'd, 'twas a fe- 
cret, that he muft not reveal. This made 
her the more importunate to know, and the boy 
finding he could not be rid of her without fay- 
ing fomethiog, he told her it was debated in the 
fenate, which would be moft advantageous to 
the commonwealth, that one maji ihould have 
2 two 
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two wiveSf or one woman to have two hus- 
bands. His mother quits the houfe to acquaint 
the reft of her fex and quality with the dajiger 
and diftionour that hover'd over them. TTie 
ftory fprcad through the city, and the whole fex 
being equally concem'd, the next morning great 
numbers of them crouded about the fenatc-houfe, 
with their importunate requefts. That rather one 
woman might marry two men, than that one 
man Ihould marry two women. The fenators 
entering the court, enquired what made the wo- 
men fo intemperate, and what was the mean* 
ing of their repeated requefts ? Then ftepp*d up 
young Papyrius, and told them the whole ftory, 
who applauded his wit, the clofenefs of his mouth; 
and made a decree, that no fenator's fon fhould 
enter the court for the future, except Papyrius. 
A GelL No^. Attic. 

The Perfian ambafladors being invited to a 
feaft at Athens, divers philofophers accompany- 
ing them, they difcours'd variety of fubjecls pro 
and ctm ; but Zcno hemg obferved Xo fit mute 
all the time, the ambafladors pleafantly asked 
him, what they fhould fay of him to the king 
their mafter,at tlieir return, into their own coun- 
try ? * Nothing, faid Zenoy more than this, that 
' you faw an old- man at Athens who knew 

* now to hold his tongue.* Plut, de Garntltt. , 
The Roman ^eneiiil.MeteUus was once ask'd 

by a young centurion^, what enterprize he bad 
the|i in hand 7 And that the wife Roman might 
free himfelf from fuch impertinent qucftions from 
others, he told him, * If he thought his fbirt 
^ was privy to anv of his defiensy he would 

* pluck it off and burn it.' Ibii. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. CI. 

Of the kve cf fome fervanis to their makers. 

HE that iays and does well by others, com- 
monly meets with the lame returns, for 
there is a certain gratitude in nature, which, if 
not extinguifh'd by ill ufage, will pufh on a 
man of fenfe to requite obligations \ but wlien 
gratitude comes to be afi-ed by a principal of 
love, wonderful things will either be done or : '- 
ifer'd, to promote the good or prevent the evil 
of the peifons beloved and efteem^d. Harfh and 
froward maftcrs do often make diibbedient and 
carclefs fervants \ but kindnefs melts the moft 
obdurate and obftinate natures, fubdues the in- 
corrigible, iiiftrucSb the untraAable, humbles the 
proud, and changes the brute into man. Ser- 
vants being generally but meanly capacitated, 
great things cannot be expefted from them j and 
yet we find fome that have been of fuch exem- 
plary fidclitv and virtue, that they have excelled in 
the demonftrations of dieir love and afFe£lion to 
their mafters, as you will find in the following 
examples. 

Publius Catienus Philotimus had fo weD be- 
haved hlmfelf in the fervice of his- mafter, that 
when he died, he left him heir to his whole 
cftate : but that vv^as no temptation to him to 
out- live his mafter, and therefore he caft him» 
felf alive, and in health, into that funeral pile, 
which was prepared, according to the cuflom 

of 
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of the RomanSf to burn the dead body of )m 
mailer. Sabillic. 

Mark Antony, that excellent orator, being 
accufcd of inceft, and the wiciieiUs fwcaring, 
that a fcrvant of his ufed to carry a light before 
bis mafter, when he went to indulge himfelf in 
thofe unlawful pleafures \ the fervant was uppre- 
hendcd, and farced by tortures to accufe his 
mafter, his flcfh was torn by fcourges, his joints 
were extended upon the rack, his body burnt 
with hot irons, and all imaginable cruelties cxer- 
cifed upon him ; and yet in his ereatcft agonies 
would not drop a word, that migp)t (lain the re- 
putationi or hazard the life of his mafter, tho' he 
knew him to be guilty of the crime ohjc6led 
againft him. FaL max, 

A citizen of Rome being condemned bv the 
triumvirate, to fuvo his Life, hid himfelf in a 
cave, and one of his fervants reein|; tliofe com- 
tns that were to murder him, dipt into the cave, 
dcured his mafter to retire to the obfcurcft part 
of it, and in the mean time put on his mafter's 
gown, and told die officers he was the perfon 
they fought for, being rcfolvcd to fave his mafter's 
life with the lofs of his own ( but a timorous 
and treacherous fellow-fervant betrayed the de^* 
ftgn, and fo the mafter was found out and (lain. 
But this piece of treachery was no fooner known 
to the Roman people, but tliey all rofe up as 
one man, and would not be appcafed till tho 
traitor to his mafter was crucified, and he that 
attempted to fave his life was fet at libertft 
with large comn^endutions of bin love and caro 
of his mafter's prefervadon. Dinoth. 

Soldiers being commiiTioned to kill Urbinus 
a Pa- 



*3^ ^f fi^^^f^ '<^w to their makers. 
Planopion, and a fervant of his knowing they 
were come to his houfe in Reatina to execute 
their orders, he changed cloaths with his matter, 
and having put his ring upon his finger, con- 
veyed him out at a poftem gate, but retired him- 
felf to his mafter's chamber, threw himfeif upon 
the bed, and there was killed inftead of his ma- 
fler, by which means Panopion efcaped, and 
living to fee better times, ereded a ftately mo- 
nument with a proper infcription, in perpetual 
memory of fo good a fervant. Ihii, 

Antiftius Reftio was profcribed by the trium- 
virate, and while all his domeftic fervants were 
bufied about the plunder and pillage of his houfe, 
be conveyed himfeif away in the midft of night 
with what privacy he could. His departure was 
obferved by a fervant of his, whom not long be- 
fore he bad caft into bonds, and branded his 
face with infamous charaflers. This man traced 
his wandring footfteps vidth fuch diligence, that 
he overtook him, and bare him company in his 
flight. And at fuch time as the others were 
fcrambling for his goods, all his care was to fave 
his life, by whom he had been fo feverely ufed ; 
and though it might feem enough that he fhould 
forget what had pafTed, he ufed all his art to 
preferve his patron \ for having heard that pur- 
fuers were at hand, he conveyed away his ma- 
tter, and having erefted a funeral pile, and fet 
fire to it, he flew a poor old man that .pafTed 
that way, and caft him upon it. When the fol- 
diers were come, and asked where was Antiftius, 
pointing to the fire, he (aid, he was there burn- 
ing, to make him amends for that cruelty he 
bad uied him with. The foldiers that faw how 

deep 



Of fervants lovt to their mafters. 233 

deep he was ftigmatized, thought it was probable 
enough, believ'd him ;* and bv this meaiis An* 
tiftius obtained his fafety. Vat, Max, 

Menenius was in the number of thofe that 
were profcribed by the triumvirate; and when 
a fervant of his perceived that his mailer's houfe 
was inclofed with a company of foldiers that 
came to kill him, he caufed hinifelf to be put 
into a litter wherein his mafter was ufed to be 
carried} and ordered, fome other of his fellow- 
fervants to bear him forth in it. The foldiers 
fuppoiing that it was Menenius himfelf, flew 
him there ; whereupon looking no further, his 
mafter, clad in a fervile habit, bad the means 
and opportunity to efcape into Siqily, where he 
was in fafety under the protection of Pompeius'. 
Ful^of. Ex. 
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CHAP. CII. 

Of fobrieiy and temperance. 

OObriety and temperance in meat, -idrmk and 
^ pleaiures are the great fupports cjf nature* 
prevent weary days and wake^ nights, vAAdk 
ore the common dFofis 'Of rioting and drunken-^ 
nefe. There needs no greater oommendations of 
a fober life, than that all men covet to lie ib re- 
puted, tho' they are utter ftrangere to the prac* 
tice jfk it. Wl»t is a ^drunkard or a glutton £t 
for, but to make a tub to lidd wafli and gnnns 
for fwine, or a refervatory for noiibm ofial? 
Whofe bdlies are their gods, and glory in their 
ihame, are defpifed by all the fober men in the . 
world, as incapable of bufmefs, and unfit to be 
trufted with any thing, but what might be as 
fafely communicated to the common cryer. So 
much care and time is employed in making pro- 
vifion for the belly, that a minute cannot be 
fpared for other matters, and wheh that is 
cramm'd, he is unfit for every thing but fleep. 
In drink men traduce or betray the heft fiiend 
they have ; and if flander is not the topic, out 
comes a fccret, to make room for the other 
bottle : Againft which vices, fobriety and tem- 
perance is the only antidote ; gives men repu- 
tation ; prevents and cures difeafes ; and lengthens 
the thread of life to the utmoft period, 

A German gentleman, of an ancient family, 
was recommended by a prince to the fervice <rf 

the 
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the emperor Philip, und^r a Very advantageou* 
character, as a well-read man, and one that had 
-polifh'd an uniyerfity-education by foreign travel, 
wd had no fault but what was cuftomary in 
that country, viz. He would fometimes take a 
cup too much. To which the emperor anfwcr'di 
' Then with that original fault he muft necef- 
' (arily hayc all others as confequcnts, that bc^ 

* ing a fm produ£liv6 of a thoufand ncgle6^s^ 
^ miftakes, errors, and infolences, and renders 

* him incapable of my fervice.^ HijL Ger. 
Ludovicus Cornadus, a learned Venetian, wrote 

a treat^e of £;>briety and temperance, and ^£i^ 
ihimfelf as a teftimony of ihe benefit of it. 

> I was, fays he, till the 40th yearx)f my age, 

> continually affli<£led wi^h a concatenation of 
^ diftempers, and always out of order. I was mo^ 
^ lofted with crudities at my ftomach, fevers of" 

> all iprts, a pleurify, and. was often laid up of 
* the gout/ At length this gentleman, by the 
i advice of his phyficians, took up fuch a fober 
and temperate way of living, that in one yearp 
time he was almoft free from all his former di*- 
tempers. He broke his arm and leg by a fall iit 
the 70th year of his ;^e, and tho* nothing left 
than death was cxpedicd from that accident, yet 
he recQver'd without thp ufe of phyflc ; his temi- 
perance preventing the recurrency of humours 
to the parts affedcd. In the 83d year of his 
age he was fo hale, vegete, brisk and vigorous, 
that he oould run up a fteep iiill, leap upon hi(> 
liorfc from the plain ground, and perform all liis 
youthful cxcTcifes. His allowance of bread and 
all other aliments was but l;welve ounces a day, 
and fourteen ounces of drink for the fame time; 

and 



236 Of fobriety and temperance. 

and if by chance he exceeded, he was apt to rc- 
lapfe into his former ill habits. This relation 
was written by himfelf, and is annexed to Leo- 
nardos Leffius the phyfician^s book, printed at 
Amfterdam, 1631. DrexeL Oper. 

Cato the Younger marching his army through 
the hot and weary fands in the defarts of Lybia, 
the whole army was fo opprefled with an immo- 
derate thirft, that they were ready to feint and 
die away. In this diftrefs one of the foldiers 
prefented him with fome water in a helmet, that 
.^ had found with great difficulty to queiKh his 
ujA> Cato took the water into his hand to ac- 
cept the courtefy, but pour'd it on the ground 
in the fight of all his army, as difdaining to re- 
ceive a benefit himfelf, which he could not com- 
municate to his whole army ; by which example 
of temperance and tendernefs, he encouraged his 
foldiers to endure their hardihips chearfuUy. He- 
rodotus, 

Cams the Roman emperor was upon his ex- 
pedition into Perfia, who being arrived upon the 
confines of Armenia, there came embafladors to 
him from the enemy they ; expefted not a fpeedy 
admittance to his prefence^ but after a day or 
two to be prefented to him by fome of the no- 
bles about him : But he, informed of their com- 
ing, caufed them to be brought before him. 
When they came they found this great emperor 
at his dinner in the open field, lying upon the 
grafs with a number of foldiers about him, no- 
Siing of gold or filver to be feen : Cams him- 
felf was in a plain purple cloak, and the feaft 
that was prepared for him, was only a kind of 
ancient black broth, and therein a piece of falted 

hogs- 
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hogsflefh, to which he alfo invited the embaiTa- 
dors. DrexeL Oper. 

Auguftus Caefar, the mafter of the world>was 
a perfon of a very fparing diet, and as abftemious 
in his drinking. He would feed of coarfe bread 
ahd fmall fifhes, cheefe made of cow's milk, and ' 
the fame preffed vdth the hand, green figs and 
the like : . He drank not above a fextant at once, 
and but thrice at one fupper, his fupper confifted 
moftly of three, and when he defired to exceed 
but of fix diihes, he delighted moft in Rhetian 
wine ; and feldom drunk in the day-time, but in- 
ftead of drink he took a fop of bread foaked in cold 
water, or a flice of cucumber, or a young lettice 
head, or elfe fome new gathered fliarp and tart ; 
apple, that had a kind of winilh liquor in it. Thu8 
lived this great perfon after a fafliion, that fome 
coblers and botchers would almoft be loth to be 
obliged unto. Suetonius. 

Philippus Nerius at nineteen years of age, 
made it a law to himfelf, that he would refreih 
his body but once a day, and that only with 
bread and water ; and fdmetimes he would ab- 
ftain even from thefe cold delights unto the third 
day. Being made prieft, his manner was to eat 
fome fmall thing in the morning, and then ab- 
ftain till fupper, which never confifted of mor€ 
than two poched eggs, or inftead of thefe fgme 
pulfc or herbs. He would not fufFer more diQies 
than one to be fet upon his table. He feldom 
eat of flefli or fifli, and of white meats he never 
tafted. His wine was little, and that much di- 
luted with water ; and which is moft wonderful, 
he never feemed to be delighted with one drih 
more than anothcn DrexeL O^er. 
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Cardinal Carolus Borromaeus was of that ab- 
ftineiK^e, that he kept a daily faft with bread 
and water, Sundays and holidays only excepted ; 
and thb manner of life he continued till his 
death. He kept even feftivals with that fruga- 
lity, that he ufually fed upon puUe, apples or 
herbs. Pope Gregory the thirteenth fent to him 
nbt oilly to advife, but to command him to mo- 
derate thefe rigours. The cardinal wrote back 
to hinl, that he was moft ready to obey, but 
that \Vithal he had learned by experience, that 
his fparc eating was conducive to health, and 
that it was fublervient to the drying up of that 
phlegm and humours wherewith his body did 
abound ; whereupon the pope left him to his 
pleafure. He perfifted therein therefore with fo 
rigid a conftancy, that even in the heat of fum- 
mer, and when he had drawn out his labours be- 
yond his accuftomed time, he would not indulge 
himfelf fo far as to taftc of a little wine, nor 5- 
low his thirft fo much as a drop of water. Ibid. 

When Paufanius had overcome Mardonlus in 
battle, and beheld the fplendid utenfils and vef- 
fcls of gold and filver belonging to the Barbarian, 
he commanded the bakers and cooks, &c. to 
prepare him fuch a fupper as they ufed to do for 
Mardonlus ; which when they had done^ and 
Paufanius had viewed the beds of gold and fil- 
ver, the tables, difties, and other magnificent pre- 
parations to his amazement, he then ordered his 
own fervants to prepare him fuch a fupper as was 
iifual in Sparta, which was a coarfe repaft, with 
their black broth, and the like : When they had 
done it, and the difference appeared to be very 
Itrange, he then fent for the Grecian comman- 
ders. 
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ders, and fhewed them both fuppers : And laugh« 
ing, ^ O ye Greeks^ £iid he, I have called you 
' together for this purpofe, that I might fliew 
^ you the madnefi of the Median general, who 
' when he lived fuch a life as this, muft needs 
* .come to invade us whoeat after this homely 
' and mean manner.* Herodot. 

Alphonfut, the elder king of Sicily, had fud* 
denly drawa out his forces to oppofe the pa/lage 
of: Jiacobus Gaudolus over the river Vultumusr 
He had. forced his tnx>ps back again ;• but being 
neceffitated to ftav there all day, with his army 
unrefrefhed, a foldier towards evening brought 
bim a piece of bread, a radifh, and a piece of 
cbeefe, a mighty prefent.at that time: But Al« 
phonfus commending the foldier's liberality, n> 
fuied his oflter, and faid it was not feeml]^ for 
him to feaAy vr hile his army Med. Fulg^f. Ex. 
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c H A p. cm. 

Men of exiraor^ary ftrength and taUnefs. 

GEorge \i\ Feur, a learned German author, 
tells us, that in the year 1529, there lived 
a man. in Mifhia in Thuringia, named Nicholas 
Klumber, an eccleiiaftic and provoft of the great 
church, that by main ftrength, and without thci 
help of a pulley or other engine, took up a pipe 
of wine in a cellar, carried it into the ftreet, 
and laid it upon a cart. The fame author (ays. 
That there was a man at Mantua, named rx^ 
domas, that could break a cable as thick as a 
man's arm, with as much eafe as a brown threads 
HackweU's Apol. 

Mr. Richard Carew, in his furvey of Com* 
wall, tells us, that a tenant of his, named John 
Bray, carried about the length of a butt at one 
time, fix bufliels of wheat meal, at the rate of 
fifteen gallons to the bufhel, and a great lubberly 
miller of twenty years of age hanging upon it. 
To. which he adds, that John Roman of the 
fame county, a fliort clownifh fellow, would 
carry the whole carcafe of an ox upon his back, 
with as much eafe as another of a greater fla- 
turc could carry a lamb. Ibid. 

Caius Marius, who was originally a cutler, 
and in the time of Galienus eleftcd emperor by 
the foldicrs, was fo ftrong a bodied man, that 
the veins of his hands appeared like fmcws. He 
could ftop a cart drawn with horfcs, and pull it 

bacjc- 
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backwards with hb fourth finger. If he gave the 
firongeft man a fillep, it was felt like a blow on 
the forehead with a hammer. . With two fineera 
he could break many things twifted together. 
Corner, Hor. Subcif. 

John Courcy, baron of Stoke-Courcy in the 
county of Somofet, who was the firft Englilh- 
man that fubdued Ulfter in Ireland, and was ho- 
noured with the title of earl of it, was fome 
time after furprized by Hugh Lacy, his compe- 
titor for that title, fent over into England, and 
committed to the tower by king John. A French 
caftle being in difpute by the two kings of Eng- 
land and France, they agreed to decide it by a 
combat in their preience. Cour^ was ient for 
oiit of the tower to engage the French cham- 
pion ; and being weakned in body by a long im- 
prifonment, was allowed to ftrengthen himfelf 
by eood cUet. The Frenchman obferving how 
much and heartily he eat and drank, and there- 
by gueffing at his ftrength, faid he was a canni- 
bal, and therefore declined the combat. After- 
wards the two kings defiring to fee a proof of 
Courcy's flrength, caufed a fteel-hehnet to be 
laid upon a block before him, which Courcy at 
one blow cut in pieces, and ftruck his fword fo 
far into the block, that no man but himfelf 
could get it out again. Fuller* s Worthies. 

The emperor Aurelian, as 'tis recorded in hi- 
ftory by Fhtvius Vopifcus, was very tall of fta- 
ture, and of fuch wonderful ftrength, that in a 
pitchM battle againft the Sarmatians, he killed 
in one day with his own hands forty-eight of 
bis enemies, and in fome skirmifhes afterward 
made them up nine hundred and fifty. When 

Vox. II. M he 
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lie was colonel of the fixth legion, be made fuch 
^ (laughter among the Franci, that ieven hun- 
dred of them perifh'd by his KO/m fword, and 
three hundred were foJd that were taken pri- 
foners by himfelf. Carrier ar. Her. Subeif, 

The talleft man, fays PUny, that was found 
in our age, was one named Gabara, who was 
brought out of Arabia, in the. reign of the em- 
peror Claudius, and was nine. foot nine inches 
tiigh. I faw a girl in FmAce, iays Bartholinus, 
of eighteen years of age, who, tbo' ddbended 
^m middle-fized parents, was of fuch a giant- 
like ftature, that her hand in length and bigneft 
'Was proportionable to three jnen's haiidsy if 
they had been joined together. The emperor 
Maximius was eight foot and a half in hei^t» 
and wore his wifb's bracelet 'as axing upon his 
thumb ; and his (hoe was longer hy a foot thajs 
any other man's. He was a lluaciaa, barbae 
rous, cruel, and hated of all men, and fulfilled 
the proverb, ^ That high rooms are always iU 
^ furni(h'd :* For, 

*' The greateft virtue oftneft Kes . 
^* In bodies of the middle (kse.*' 

: HuDiB. : 
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CHAP, CIV. 

Lovers of truths and abkorrers offalfhooi. • 

APollonius faid, it was for flaves to lie, and 
for freemen to fpcak truth. 'Tis the chief 
and fundamental part of all virtue, and ought to 
be beloved for itfelf. A man muft not always 
tell All, for that were folly : but what a man 
fays (hould be what ho thinks, otherwife 'tis 
downright knavery. I know not what advaiir 
tage men propofe to themfelves to run in an 
eternal track of lying and diflembling, unlefs 
-they defign never to be believed when tt^ey 
fpeak truth. 'Tis a maxim among politicians^ 
that thofe who know not how to diffemWe', 
know not how to rule. Certainly thefe men 
never regard confcquences, for what is this, but 
to give warning to all they have to do with, 
that what they fay is nothing but lying and de* 
ceit. The firft thing that corrupts maimers, it 
banifliing of truth, which, Pindar fays, ia tlie 
fupport of all virtues, and the firft article that 
Plato reouires in the government of his republic. 

The Perfians and Indians had a law, that who 
ever was three times juftly convifted of fpeak* 
ing falfhood, (hould, upon pain of incurring the 
penalty of death, never fpeak word again while 
he lived, but continue under filence and reproach 
to his death. Peach, Compl, Gent. 

Cornelius Nepos fays of Titus Pomponius At- 

ticus, a venerable Roman knight^ that he was 

M 2 never 
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never known to tell a lye, or, but with great 
tineafiners, to hear another do it. His veracity, 
juftice and integrity were (b confpicuous, that 
happ^ were the men that could intruft their All 
in his hands ; and for the fame reafon, the fe- 
nators themfelves befought him to take the ma- 
nagement of divers great offices of truft under 
his own management. HeidfeU. Sphynx. 

The duke d'OJTuna, ibmetime viceroy of Na- 
ples, having leave from his Catholic majefty to 
releafe fome galley-Haves, when he came to Bar- 
celona, he went on board the admiral-galley, 
and askjcd feveral of the (laves what crimes they 
bad coiimiitted, that brought them to that pu- 
nifhment. Every one excufed themfelves by 
faying It was out of malice, or the judges be- 
ing corrupted by bribes, but all very unjuftly ; 
jdll he came to a little fturdy fellow, who (aid, 

* He was juftly condemned to that flavery ; for 
^ being in want of money, he robb'd a man on 
' the highway near Saragofia, to fupply his ne- 

* ceffities.' Upon which the duke gave him two 
or three blows over the fhoulders with a fmall 
cane he had in his hand, faying, ' O you great 

* rogue, what makes you among fo many hp- 

* neft innocent men, get you out of their com- 

* pany for fhame/ So he that fpoke truth had 
his liberty, and thofe that lyed continued to 
drudge at the oar. HoweWs Letters. 

When Ariftobulus the hiftorian prefented to 
Alexander the Great, a book that he bad wrote 
of his glorious atchievements, wherein he had 
flatteringly made him greater than he was, Alex- 
ander, after he had read the book, threw it into 
the river Hydafpis, and told the author, that it 

were 
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were a good deed to throw him after it. The 
fame prince did alfo chafe a certain philofopher 
out of his prefence, becaufe he had long lived 
with him, and yet never reproved him for any 
of his vices or faults. Clark's Mir. 
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Wives ^ very goodj hady and umtaiural. 

IT is a general-received opinion, that next to 
no wife, a good wife is beft, and ought to bo 
every man's care to keep her fo. There are 
many good as well as bad wives, and he that 
has the good fortune to meet with one of the 
former, may write his condition happy. A good 
wife is a young man's pleafant miftrefs, a middk* 
aged chearful companion, and an old man's nurfr, 
friend and phyfician, not to be (eparatcd by any 
calamity, but ready to fhare as well his afflidions 
as comforts. But the greateft misfortune in the 
world is a bad wife ; and when you would give 
all worldly plagues a name worfe than they have 
already, you may ftain them with that appel* 
ktion. 

Admetus king of Theflaly, when he lay up- 
on his death-bed, Was told by Apollo's oracle, 
that if he could procure »ny perfon to die for 
him, he might live longer; but when all re- 
fufed, his parents, friends and followers forfoo k 
him, his wife Alceftus, tho' young, chearfuUy 
undertook it. Burt. MfL 

M 3 The 
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The emperor Conradus III. having blocked U|> 
Gii(Ij)!k), tlukc of hiavaria, in Wirtzburg in 
Cicvmany, and reduced the phce to extreme cxi- 
!» ncy, .11 the crits and importunities of the wo- 
lujn 1(1 the toN^'n, he publiQi'd a diploma or im- 
p..ii.i rliiccat, wherein he indul2:cd all women 
this privilege, thiit they might frccly depart from 
the i<:\vn, [,iit not carry any lugg.ige with 
1 1 tni, h!:t what ihcy could bear upon their 
hwtks. Hereupon the duchefs took Guelpho her 
Iiiiitand upon her Ihoulders, and all the other 
\voi?K n following her example, came out of the 
j^utcs, inllcad of gold and filver, laden with men 
and youths. The emperor being much taken 
with this witty ftratagcm, forgave Guelpho the 
duke with all hi<? adherents. Lorenzo de Medicis 
<lukc of Tufcany reading this ftory, Was fo tran- 
fportcd with joy and pleafure, that being fick of 
an iivlifpofiticn, to which his phyficians could 
anj)ly' iio rcmcd}', lie recovered his health by it, as 
Wv- arc t(iUi by I^odin. Corner, Ofer, Hor, Suhdf. 

Kin[^ Edward I. before his father's death, had 
'A i:.\\n\ to cxcrcifc his valour in the Holy Land, 
i.'.j ;.: hLs corriiiig tl-.ithcr havin:;; relieved the 
{'.v.'ir City of Aeon, iwA I:q v it A- om being fur- 
rc*iidcri.d to the <'ii!ran, tliat with other acts of 
c./Ui":ii;e and conduct rendcrc.i him f> hated by 
the Turks, that they refolvcd to take away tliat 
life by treachery, whom they durft not attempt 
in battle. To this purpoiV one Anzazim, a def- 
peratc ailafiin, uniler prctci^cc of delivering let- 
ters to hint from the rrnnd T.TiMor, gave him 
t^i'ce d.ii'j^roa-; wounds wit!) a. polfon'd knife, 
which were tliouci;ht to I e mortal, and douijt- 
I'.ls v/oull have been fat:d to him,, if the lady 

Eleanor 
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Eleznor his wife had not fuckM out the poiToii 
with her mouth. Hijl. of England, 

Hota wa& the wife of Rabi Bcnxamut, a va- 
liant captain, and of great reputation amongft 
the Alarbes, and had been bravely refcued out 
of the Portuguezc, who were carrying her away 
prifoner, by the exceeding courage and valour 
of Benxaniut her husband. She fliewed her 
thankfulnefs to him by the ready performances 
of all the offices of love and duty. Some time 
after Bcnxamut was flain in a confli<Sl) and Hota 
perform'd her husband's funeral obfequies with 
infinite lamentations, laid his body in a ftatcly 
tomb, and then for nine days together flie would 
neither eat nor drink, whereof flie died, and was 
buried, as flie had ordain'd in her lafl; will, by 
the fide of her beloved husband. Of her I may 
£iy as Sir Heiuy Wottoa wrote upon Sir AILcit 
Morton's lady : 

He firft dcceas'd j flic for a few days tiy'd 
To live widiout him, lik'd it not and dy'd. 

Arria the wife of Ceciiina Psctus undcrftand- 
ing that her husband was condcnm'd to die, and 
that he was permitted to chufe what manner of 
death he liked bdl. She went to him, and hav- 
ing exh(^rtcd him to depart this life couraKeoufly, 
and bidding iiim farewel, gave herfclf a uab into^ 
tlie breafl with a knife fhe hs^d hid, for that pur- 
pofe under her doaths. Then drawing the knife 
out of the wound, and reachiiig it to Pstus^ 
flie faid, Vulnus auod feci Pati non doUt^ftd 
quod iufaciis, *< The wound I have made, Pae- 
^^ tusy fmui ts not > but that only which thou 
M 4 "art 
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•• art about to give thjrfclf/' Camtr. Opir. StA^ 
ciftv. 

Artemirta the queen of Garia bore fo true a 
love to her husband Maufolus, that when he was 
dL*aJ, (he prepared his funeral in a fumptuous 
* manner, and fent for the chiefeft and moA elo* 
qucnf orators out of all Greece, to fpeafc ora- 
tions in his praife upoii the chief day of the (o^ 
Icmnity. When the body was burnt, Ihe had 
the aflics carefully prcferv'd, and bv degrees (in 
her drink) ihe took down thofe la/t remainders 
of her husband into her own body ; and as a fur- 
ther teftimony of her love to hb memory, fht 
built him a fepulchre with fuch magnificence, 
that it was numbered amongft the feven wondets 
of the world. VaL Max. 

Camma the wife of Sinatus, the prieftcft of 
Diana, was a perfon of very great beauty and 
virtue. Erafimorix, to enjoy her, had trea* 
cheroufly flain her husband; he had often at- 
tempted in vain to perfuade her to his embrlaces, 
by fair fpeeches and gifts, and (he fearing he 
would add force to thefe, feigned herfelf to be 
overcome with his importunity. To the temple 
thev went, and ftanding before the altar, as tht 
curfom was, the new bride drank a cup of wine 
in a golden vial to the bridegroom, which he 
received and drank off with great pleafure; which 
done, falKne on her knees with a loud voice, 
(he faid, I thank thee, O venerable Diana, that 
thou haft granted me in thy temple, to revenge 
the blood of mv husband, which was (bed for 
my fake \ whicn faid, (he fell down and died. 
Now did Erafmorix perceive the wine he had 
drank was poifon'd, nor was it long after ere he 

bun- 
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UtwkK M another facrifico fell dc«d »t tho foot 

of the ftltMr. /"m^^;/^ 

PurtiM tho daughter of CatOi and wife of Mur* 
cuN Hrutuii when (he conlcAured hy the fleeo* 
kfi And diilurbed nl|[htii or her huitt)ttmi« thut m 
Imd conceived ioine greiit thing in hifi mind, miuI 
concealed it fron) her in fufmcion of her wcttk-" 
nefit, fl^ei (to give her huMomvd nn Inftunee of 
her conftiuwy mA fecrecy) niuJe herfcif u deep 
wound in her thigh with a nutor, md there fvl- 
K)wcd u Aicum of bloiuli debility And a fcv<^» 
When BriituH wAnie homei fad ut fo unexpeAed 
an Accident, (he cauflny; aU U) wllhdriiw. Bit 
down, fdid fl^e, I have lomething that k ferioui 
to difcuurfe with you \ when rinarried you, I 
CAme tu yuur houfe an a wife, not a8 ti nulhefk 
or whore, n<)r only ar a cx>mpanign of vour bed 
and boAfd, but of aU proiperouti anu Advcrft 
thinfrN. I Am Cato'i datMthfer, and reckon you 
tl\ut i am of tlmt bloud t What thicn t Do I com* 
pluln of you ? Ngt At all. If I look At othe^ 
itiatu r»>, conjugul Adenudtieit, good will, And thb 
extendi love \ nut I look higher. And wuuld havo 
your fiit?ndA\lp ulfoi and that in the only gildf 
of iny mind which tormentH me, that you hAve 
n^ ndcllty In fulbicion : Fur wherefore (houla 
you dlASemble ? l)o I not perceive the care yoU 
are in i ThAt there in (mm fecret and great en- 
lerpri/e you are in agitatiun Abi»u( } why do 
yuu conceal it from n\e i If I CAn lend you np 
aiSilanec, oxpeA fome convfort At lead tium me* 
For AM to my fecrecy, 1 Ain Able to engage. Con- 
ifder not the refl; of my ffx 1 I fay i\fi/\\\ rhta I 
am the daughter of CatOi And I add thvriivtnto 
that 1 ofli the wiie of Brutua. Kither m\\\\^ 
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(being from fuch a father) or convcrfatlon with 
fuch a husband, will render me conftant and in- 
tiiiclble againft all that is to be fcar'd. Why 
do I multiply words, I myfclf have made cxpe- 
rirherit of myfelf, and fee this wound which of 
Aiy own accord I liavc given myfelf, that I might 
know whether I could undergo with courage anv 
grief and torments. I can believe it, I am able 
to bear t!iem, to dcfpife them, and I can die,. 
Brutus, with, and for my husband. If therefore 
you arc about any thing that is juft and honour- 
able, and worthy of us both, conceal it no lon- 
ger. Brut Ob admiring the grcatnefs of her mindy 
and furprizcd v^th the difcovcry of iiich an af- 
fcflion, lift up his hands for joy : And, * O alt 

• yc powers above, faid he, be ye favourable 

• and propitious to niy dcfires, and' make me a 

• husbajid that h worthy of Portia.' Then he 
jccitcd in order to her the confpiracy againft Cae- 
far, and who they were tliat were conccrn'd 
fhercin. She was to far from being affrighted 
Micrcwith, or deterring him from it, that fhe en- 
couraged him to proceed. But the day they 
were to perform tlic enterpiizc, being in fear 
fur Brutu.s, llic fwooiicd, and was fcarccly re- 
covered by him. At luft Brutus being overcome 
and flain at Philippi, ftic determined to die. And 
vvhca her friend;, being ever with her, di'privtd 
her of the cpp.rruiiicy and means, Ihe at laft 
fnntc.fiM tiie burning coals witii her bands cut 
cf the fire, and thrufting them into her mouth, 
ilic k(!pt them there till ihe was choak'd. Lipf. 

in the reign of Vefpafian, there was a rebel- 
Jioji in Guul, the chief leader of which was Ju- 
lius 



lius Sabinus, the Gauls being reduced, the cap- 
tain was fought after to be punifh'd ; but he 
had hid himfelf in a vault or cave, which waa 
the monument of his grandfather. He caufed a 
report ;o be fpread of his death, as if he had vo* 
lui>^fily poifon'd himfelf i and the better to pcr- 
iua)4^ n^^n of the truth of it, he caufed his houfo 
IKJ be fet on Are, as if his body had therein been 
burnt, fie had a wife, whole name was Epo- 
nina, who knew nothing of l)is fafety, but be- 
waird his death with inconfolable tears. Thero 
were only two of hia freed men who were privy 
to it, who pitying their lady, (who was deter- 
mined to die, and in order thereunto had now 
abftain'd from all manner pf food for three days 
togctiier) decUred her purpofe to her husband^ 
and befought him to fave her that loved him fo 
well. It was granted, and (he was told that her 
Sabinus lived. She came to him, where they 
lived with fecrecy and undifcovered for the fpac« 
of nine years together. She conceived and brought 
forth children in that folitary manfion. At wift 
the place of their abode came to be known, 
and tliey were taken and brought to Rome, 
where Vefpafian commanded they (hould be (lain. 
Kponina producing and Ihewing her children, 

• Behold, O Cjcfar, faid flie, fuch as I have 

• born and brought up in a monument^ 

• that tliou mighteft have more fuppllants for 

• our hves.' Cruel Vefpafian, that could not 
be moved with fuch words as thefe ! Well, they 
were both led to death, and Eponlna joyfully dicj 
with her husband, who had been before buric^ 
with him for io many years together. Jbid* 

M 6 Eu^ 
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Eumenes burying the dead, that had fallen m 
the batde of Gabine agamft Antigonus, amongfi:' 
others, there iwas found the body of CetcSM, the 
captain of thofe troops that had come out of 
India. Tliis man had two wives, who accom* 

riied him in the wars> one Which he had new* 
married, amd another which he had manM 
a few years before, but both of them bore air 
entire love to him : For whereas the laws of 
India require that one wife (hall be burnt with 
fcer dead husband, both thcfe proffered them- 
felves to death, and ftrove with that ambitionr, 
as if it was fome glorious prize they fought after. 
Before fuch captams as were appointed their 
\ Judscs, the younger pleaded that Ae other was 
wim child, and that therefore fhe could not have 
the benefit of that law. The elder pleaded that 
whereas fhe was before the other in years, it 
was aMb fit that (he (hould be before her in ho- 
nour, fince it was cuftomarv in other things, 
that the elder (hould have place. The judges, 
when they underftood by mrdwives, that the el'- 
dcr was with child, pafTed judgment that the 
younger fhould be burnt, which done, fhe that 
had lofl the caufc departed, rending her diadem, 
and tearing her hair as if fbme gfievous calamity 
had befallen her. The other, sdl joy at her vic- 
tory, went to the funeral pile magnificently 
drefTcdi up by her friends, led along by her kin- 
dred, as if to her nuptials, they all the way fing- 
ing hymns in her praifes. When fhe drew near 
the fire, taking off her ornaments, fhe delivered 
'them to her friends and fervants, as tokens of 
remembrance. They were a multitude of ringsi 
with variety of precious ftoncs, chains and fbirs 

of 
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of gatd) &c« This done, fhe was by her hro^ 
ther placed upon, the combuftible matter by the 
fide of her husband. And after the army had 
thrice compafled the funeral pile, fire was put to 
k, and flie, without a word of compbunt, £• 
niihed ht^ life in die flames/ Dtodor. oicuL 

But we matt now turn the tables, and (hew 
you the reverfe of this lovely pi£i:ure in bad ami 
unnatural wives, who, by their extravagant and 
vexatious tempers, have haftened the deaths of 
their too indulgent husbands. 

Bithricus, kins of die Weft Saxons, efpoufed 
the daughter of Qffii king of Mercia, who, aftes 
he had reigned feventeen years, poifon'd him, 
and afterward fled into France with a great ma& 
of treafure, where Charles the then reignii^ 
monarch, knowing (he was vaftly rich, put ill 
to her ele^on^ whether fhe would marry him 
or his fon. She made choice of the fon, be* 
caufe, as fhe (aid, he wa» the youngeft* Then 
faid the king, ^ Hadft thou chofen me, thoul 
^ (bouldft have had my fon ; but now thou haft 
^ put a flight upon me, thou (halt have neither 
< of us.' Then feized her money, and fent hei 
to a monaftery, where fhe became a profefTed 
nun \ and afterward was lady abbefs for fome 
time, till (he was found to have commited adul- 
try with a layman, and then was expelled the 
convent, and ended her life in poverty and mi- 
fery^ Siowi*s Annals. 

Semiramis, wife of Ninus king of Aflyria, wat- 
a very ingenious and beautiful woman, whom 
her husband paffionately loved, and was very 
conftant and faithful to her ; and (he being fen* 
iible he would deny her xu)thiiig, defired him* 
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as an evidenee of bis aficAion, that he wouU 
rdign the government of tiie empire, to her for 
five dajrs. Tbe king fufpeding no iU,- complied 
with her requefl, and now having the power in 
her own hand, ihe caufed her husband to be 
murdcr'd and ufurp'd the throne. 

Fulvius being informed that the Triumvirate 
had decreed him to be banifh'd, applied himfelf 
to his wife, and dcfired her, for the love he had 
always (hewed her, that fhe would companionate 
his circumftances, and contrive fomc way to con- 
ceal him from his enemies > and he had rcafon 
to believe that fhe would confider him in this 
extremity, becaufe from a flave he had made 
her a free woman, and taken her to be his wife. 
But he found himfelf miftaken, for fhe fufped- 
ing he was kind to another woman, difcover'd 
him to the Triumviri, who put him to a mi- 
ferablc death. Fulgof Ex. 

Joan, grandchild to Robert king of Naples, 
by Charles his fon, fucccedcd her grandfather in 
the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, in 1343, a 
woman of a beautiful body, and rare endow** 
ments of nature. She wiis firft married to her 
coufm Andrew, a prince of royal cxtnidtioh, 
and of a fweet and loving difpofition. But he 
being not able to iatisfy her wantonncfe, (he kept 
company witli kwd pcrfons. At laft flie grew 
weary of him, complaining of his infufficiency, 
and caufed liim, in the citv of Avcrfa, to be hung 
upon a beam, and ftrangicd in the night-time ; 
and then threw out his corps into a garden, where 
it lay fome days unburied. It is (aid that this^ 
Andrew on a day coming into the queen's cham* 
ber> and finding hi-r t^ iiling a tiiick firing of 

fUk 
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filk and ftlver, demanded of her« for what pur- 
pofe (he made it \ (he anfwered, to hang you in, 
which he then little believed, the rather oecauTo 
thofe who intend fuch mifchief, ufe not to fpeak 
of ic before hand ; but it feema (he waa aa good 
as her word. Full, proph. Jfatr. 

Alboiiius the firfl: king of Italy of the Lom- 
bards, having ilain Cunemundus king of the Ge- 
pidx, made a drinking cup of his skull. Rufa* 
mund the duii{^hter ctf tliat king, he had taken 
to wife ; and being one day very merry at Vr- 
roriu, forced her to drink out of that detei^ed 
cup, which (he fo (tomucheil, that (he promifed 
one HchiiichiKl a couitier, that if he would aid 
her in killing, \\\tt kinf;;, Ihe would give him both 
hrifelf and the kingdom of Lonibardy. 'rhis 
when he conlcnted to and perform *d, they were 
fo hated, that they were tonitrained to fly to 
Ravtnnuy unto ihe protet^tion of Longinus the 
exarch 4 wiio ptrfuadcd iier to difpatch Hermi- 
child out of the way, and to take him tor her 
husband, to whicli (he willingly agreed. Her- 
michild coming out of the bath, called for drink, 
and Ihe gave \\\\w a ftrong poifon ; half of which 
when he had drank, and found by the ilrange 
opirati.-n how tht* matter went, he compelled 
hi-r tti dunk the rett, and i"o both died togetiierr 

When Alexander ihe (ireat had determined to 
invade tht- iJac**-, where lie knew SpiuimeneB 
was, who not only had revolted hinifelf, but had 
alfo drawn divers otherJi into the Ibciety of his 
rebeUi(jn, anil had feveral times overthrown ibme 
of Alexamlcr's captains, there fell out one thing 
lemarkablc. Ihc wife of Spitamunesy (upon 

I WlioiU 
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whom he extremely doated) when by her femi^ 
nine flatteries (he was not able to perfuade her 
hu^NUid, to make trial of the viftor's clemency^ 
and to endeavour to appeafe that Alexander 
whom he could not avoid or efcape* (be fet up- 
on her husband when intoxicated with wine^ 
and lav faft afleep ; and drawing a fword, that 
(he had concealed under her garments, (he cut 
oflF his head, delivered it to a fcrvant that was 
confcious of her £aA ; and with him only in her 
company, as (he was, with her garments be- 
fprinkled with his blood, (he went diredtly to 
Alexander's camp, and cauied him to be infbrm- 
led that there was one there, to inform him of 
(bmething that he was concerned to know from 
her. When (he was admitted, (he defired the 
fervant might come in, who (hewed the head of 
Spitamenes to thofe that fearched what he car- 
ried, wrapt up in hb garment. When the king 
knew this, tho' he looked upon it as a confider- 
able piece of fervice to him, that a ren^ado 
an<I a traitor was difpatched ', yet had he a hor- 
ror of the h&j that (he (bouki infnarc his life 
that iiad well deferved at her hands, who was 
her husband, and parent of the children which 
they had betwixt them j (b that confidering the 
atrocity of the fkwSl ovcrwcighed any pretended 
merit from himfclf, he fcnt her word, that (he 
(hould forthwith depart his camp, left (he (hould 
infed die Greeks with the barbarity of her exr 
ample. Pfzel, nullifies 

The noble Pittacus, fo famous for his valour, 
and as much renowned for his wifdom and ju- 
ftice, feafted upon a time certain of his friends, 
wh^ were ftrangers. His wife coming in at the 

midft 
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midft of the dinner, being angry at fomethin^ 
clfct overthrew the table, and tunnbled down au 
the provifioni under foot. Now whep his guefts 
and friends were wonderfully difmayed and abash- 
ed hereat, Pittacus made no more ado at the 
matter, but turning to them, faid, * There is 

* not one of us all but hath his crofs, and 

* one thing or other wherewith to exercife hit 

* patience ; and for my own t^, this is the 

< only thing that checks my felicity \ for were 

* it not for this (hrew mv wife, I were the hap- 

< pieft man in the world \ fo that of me thde 

* verfes may be verified.* 

This man, who while he walks the ffreet^ 
Or public place, is happy thought i 

No fooner fets in houfe his feet, 
But woe is him, and not for nought* 

His wife him rules, and ghat's a fptte, 

She (colds, (he figjhts fron^ noon to night. 

Plut Mir4 
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CHAP. CVI. 

T0uih^ b&peful^ iviUj reclaimed anddegeneraie. 

NO fooner are men bleffed wifh children, 
but then begins their trouble, folitude and 
care, to train them up in virtuous principles, 
and lay the foundation of their parents comfort, 
and their own future h^pkiefs. The fymptoms 
of &eir mdinations in their young and tender 
age, are To obfcure, and thp promifes fo uncer- 
tain and feUacious, that 'tis very hard to eftabliih 
a folid judgment or conjediurc upon thesi ; 
which rendeis our circumlpe6lion perpetual, till 
they can chufc for themfelvesr. Learning is a Ytry 
neceffary qualification in youth, but have a care 
of pedantry, left his reading fpoil his manners, 
and mifguide his judgment. Let him imbibe his 
tutor's knowledge, but not be corrupted with 
their formal precepts ; 'tis no matter if he for- 
gets of whom he had his learning, fo he knows 
how to apply it to his own ufe, without being 
troublefome with it. Converfation with wife 
men and foreign travel is of very great ufe to 
young men ; whereas being brought up in their 
mothers laps, and within the fmoke of their 
chimneys, makes them effeminate. Next to for- 
tifying the foul, the body muft be inured to hard- 
ihip and labour to fit him for every condition ; 

for 
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for no man knows what his fon may he forced 
to, in the fervice of himftlf, or his country. 
Ariftotle did not {o much trouble his great dif- 
ciple with the knack of forming fyllogifms, or 
abftrufb notions in philofophy, as in principling 
him with valour, magnanimity, temperance, and 
the contempt of fear or danger. If you fee a 
youth hopeful, encourage him by fuch method* 
as agree with his inclination, and he will foon 
be a good proficient, in the fchool and exercifq 
of virtue. If he is wild, reclaim him by gentle 
ufogc, and a fcvere fwectnefs, before fliamc an<J 
punifhmcnt n\ake him obdurate; and as often 
as you perceive him apt to decline, reduce hini^ 
by reprefenting to him the confequences of an 
ill life, and the benefit arifmg from a good one. 

Alexander the Great gave evident fymptomr 
in his youth of a magnarumous and unparaller4 
maturity \ for when no man ducft mount thq 
fierce and unruly horfe Bucephalus, that waa 
prefented to his father Philip, he beftrtd him an4 
managed him with fuch dcxteritys that when he 
difmpunted, his father embraced him, and with 
tears trickling from his vjt:^^ faid, ^ Son, feelc 
^ out a greater kingdom, for that which I (hall 
' leave thee vnll be too narrow to content fo 
* great a hero/ He had before obferv'd the 
greatnefs of his fon's mind ; for when he was a 
boy at fchool, and news was brought him of «i 
great viAory his father had gained : * If, faya he» 
' fetching a deep figh, my father conquer all» 
« what will be left for me to do ?' And being 
told all his father gained was for him, * I little 
^ value, faid he, a great and potent empire, if 

* th<5 
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*. means of gaining glory and renown be taken 

* from me/ Fulgof, Ex. 

Themiftodes, in his juvenile years^ gave fuch 
prefaces of a quick wit and a folid judgment, 
that his fchoolmafter obferving it, was wont to 
fay, * My fon, thou wilt not be indifferent, 

* but either a great glorv or a plague to thy 

* country.' And he happily proved the former, 
though it was fome time Aril. Plut, Paral. in 
Thmi/f. 

Theodoricus Mefchede, a learned phyfician in 
Germany, was blefled with a fon of his own 
name, who at fifteen years of age, in learning 
and eloquence, excelled thofe that had gained a 
femitation by it. He wrote to Trithemius, and 
omer learned men of that age, many epiftles on 
variety of Atbje^ls, in fuch exquifite Ciceronian 
eloquence, that for the accuracy of his wit, his 
dexterity and promptitude in writing, and fmart- 
Aefi in difputing, he was accounted the wonder 
of hb age. 

Titus Vcfpafian, in his younger years, was fo 
cruel, covetous, riotous, unchafte, and given to 
all manner of debauchery, that he was com- 
monly called another Nero. But bein^ ele£ted 
emperor, he fo changed his courfe of hfe, that 
he was celebrated for the contrary virtues. He 
would not fufFer any of his former aflbciates fo 
much as to come into his prefcncc. Queen Be- 
renice, for whom he had fometime a great af- 
feftion, he fent away from Rome. He made 
himfelf fuprcmc pontiff, to keep his hands from 
being defiled with blood, and demean'd himfelf 
during his whole reign, with fo much iuftice, 
in^rity, clemency and innocence, that he vris 

me- 
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merUorioufly ftilccl, from his coronation to hb 
diflblution, the joy and delight of mankind. 
Suttoniids. 

King Henry V. while princci was extremely 
wildi and being corrupted with extravagant, leud 
and riotous companions, did manv things to the 

!||rief of the king| his father, and nad almoft for- 
eited the love ot the rubjedts. But immediately 
after hin coronation, he lent for his former looie 
ttflbciatcs, who being in his prefence, and it 
may be in hopes of being made great men, ho 
commanded every one of them, upon the peril 
of forfeiting their heads, never to apjpear \ii hit 
prefence, or come within the verge ot hit court 1 
but that thev might lie under no temptation to 
difhonefty, oy their neceflity and poverty, he al*' 
lowed them each a competency for their fub- 
fiftence in a reputable courfe of life \ and be- 
came himfelf an exemplary and vi£torious prince.' 
HiJI. 9f EngUind. > 

Polemo was a youth of Athens, of that wretch-' 
ed debauchery, that he not only delighted inr 
vice, but alfo in the very infamy of it. Re- 
turning once from a feafl; after fun-rife, and ree-^ 
ins the gate of Xenocrates the philofopher open; 
full of wine, as he was, fmeared with ointments^ 
a garland on his head, and cloathcd with a loofo 
and tranfparent garment, he enters the fchool, at 
that time thronged with a number of learned 
men, not content with fo uncivil an entrance, 
he ulfo fat down on purpofc to aflront his fmgular 
eloquence, and molt prudent precepts with his 
drunken follies. His coming had occafioncd all 
that were prefent to be angry, only Xenocrates 
retainii\g the fume gravity in hb countenance, 

1 and 
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and difmiffing his prefent theme, began to diA 
couife of modefty and temperance, which he 
prefcnted fo lively before him, that Polcmo af- 
fe£led therewith, firft laid afide the crown from 
his head, foon after drew his arm within his 
cloak, changed that feftival merriment that ap- 
peared in his face ; and at laft caft off all his 
luxury. By that one oration the young man re- 
ceived (o great a cure, that of a moft licentious 
pcrfon he became one of the greateft philofopheri 
of his time. VaL Max. 

Philip, the laft fave one of the Macedonian 
kings, was a prince endued with all the perfec- 
tions of body and mind. « He was a comely per- 
fon, of a ready eloquence, of a royal gravity 
and majcfty, of a great fpirit, liberal-minded, 
and, in a word, a king of fuch promiflng hopes 
in his youth, that Greece had fcarccly (fxn the 
like ; but almoft in a moment, he vras fo changed 
for the worfc, that he became cruel, even to 
his own blood, poifon'd the bcft men, beheaded 
fome, banifh'd others, degenerated into a very 
evil prince, and was hated and unfortunate. 
Polyb. Hifl. 

Herod king of Judea, in the firft fix years of 
his reign, was one of the bcft of princes, cour- 
teous, af^ble, mild and obliging, but afterward 
clegenerated into downright barbarity. At one 
time he caufcd feventy fenators of the royal blood 
to be put to death. He killed his beloved wife 
Maiiamne, and three of his fons. When he faw 
death approaching, he font for all the nobility 
from every part of Judea, caufed them to be 
confined in the Cirque, on purpofe to have 
them all murdred, not for any fault they had 

com- 
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committed, but becaufe at his death there (hould 
be a real and univerfal mourning. Lip/, Momt. 

Nero emperor of Rome, at his firft afcending 
the throne, was a prince celebrated for his vir- 
tues, in which he continued five years ; but af- 
terwards poifon'd his brother, compelled his tutor 
Seneca to bleed to deatli, ripp'd up the bowels 
of his mother, fct Rome on fire, and abftain'd 
from no kind of wickednefs, till the world be- 
ing weary of harbouring fo vile a monfter, h« 
became his own executioner. Ibid. 
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